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Foreword
India is a signatory to the Jomtien Declaration (1990). Its Article 5, ‘Learning begins at
birth’, led to Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) being indentified internationally
as the first EFA goal.
Research indicate that brain connections multiply exponentially in the first five years of life,
and the potential for ensuring optimal development is very high up to eight years. Children
who participate in quality early childhood education program demonstrate considerable gains
in social, educational and intellectual spheres, distinctively different from those who do not
participate in ECE programs. As per the Draft National Early Childhood Care and Education
Policy, 2013, ECCE refers to a program that promotes language, cognitive, socio-emotional
and creative and aesthetic appreciation and ensure synergy with health and nutritional
aspects.
With a view to improve quality of preschool education, DEE, NCERT has undertaken this
study in four RIEs and IIT Nursery School. The present report is an outcome research study
entitled “Situational Analysis of DM Schools and Designing a Model Pre-School”.
The phase-I of the present study focused on designing preschools with activity and play areas
and improving quality of preschool classroom processes, training of preschool teachers and
ultimately smooth transitions of children from pre-primary to primary classes. The outcomes
of the study would be useful to all the stakeholders in Pre-primary Education and Early
Primary School Education to enhance quality of pre-primary education with proper
implementation of Early Childhood Pedagogical and Practices. I appreciate Dr. Romila Soni
and her team, Ms. Kritika Marmat and Ms. Sunil for their hard work and sincere efforts in
carrying out this research study and bringing out the report of phase-I intervention. The report
can be accessed on the NCERT website at www.ncert.nic.in
The feedback and comments of readers and users are welcome.
Anup Kumar Rajput
Prof. and Head,
DEE, NCERT
New Delhi
March, 2018
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Preface
The early years of children especially 3 to 8 years constitute the most significant period in
life, because this is when the foundations are laid for motor, sensory, cognitive language,
social and various aspects of personality development. Early Years of education are
considered to be crucial inputs in improving the enrolment and participation of children in
formal schooling. This is a time of opportunity where even a small positive input may
generate a long –term social benefit. The need for meaningful and quality early years of
education or ECE has been emphasised in NPE, 1986 and POA 1992. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
also acknowledges the importance of ECCE for achieving Universalisation of Elementary
Education (UEE). This has led to large scale expansion of Early Childhood Education
Programs, both in the Government and Non-Governmental sectors.
Pre-primary Education has always been an exciting and dynamic area. Quality ECE is an
entitlement of every child and the responsibility of every educationist. All of us share a
common goal of strengthening the quality of early childhood education program.
The demand for quality ECE program and its proper delivery by the preschool teachers
provided the stimulus for undertaking the present study.

The present study titled

„“Situational Analysis of DM Schools and Designing a Model Pre-School” is approved PAC
program of NCERT.
I feel happy to extend my sincere thanks to the principals of RIEs and ECE coordinators for
providing the support throughout the study. The ECE coordinators helped and support in the
process of data collection and we gratefully acknowledge their support without which this
study would not have been possible.
I would like to extend my gratitude to Prof. H. K. Senapaty, Director, NCERT and Prof. A.K.
Rajput, Head, DEE who were always a source of support and encouragement in carrying out
the study.
I would like to extend my thanks to Prof. Manju Jain, Prof. Yogesh Kumar and Prof. K. M.
Gupta who provided support and guidance in carrying out this pursuit and developing the
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phase one draft report. My JPF‟s, Ms. Kritika Marmat and Ms. Sunil worked day and night in
construction of tools, data collection, analysis and report writing. I, thankful acknowledge
their contributions in carrying out and completing the study. My heartfelt and sincere thanks
to Ms. Chanchal Rani for typing this report.
It is hoped that the recommendations emerging from the study would help in improving the
quality of Pre-primary schools that would help to make necessary changes in planning and
implementing the appropriate pedagogy and practices at ECE stage.
I look forward for valuable suggestions which would help to improve the phase one report of
this study.

Romila Soni
Principal Investigator

III

Many Thanks
This report is the outcome of finding the gaps by testing the research tools and observation of
functioning of RIEs preschools and at IIT Nursery school under the PAC approved program
titled “Situational Analysis of DM schools and Designing a Model Pre-school”.
I would like to thank all the ECE coordinators of RIEs (Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and
Mysuru) and the Head Mistress of IIT Nursery School Delhi for their continuous support and
participation in filling the research tools which will help in enhancing the quality of preschool
and making the model preschools a success.
I would like to extend my special thanks to all the Head master/ Head mistress and preschool
teachers for their cooperation and support in collecting the data
My remarkable thanks to young children of all the preschools.I am thankful to Prof. G.C
Upadhyay, Prof. Manju Jain, Ms. Moushmi Bose, Mrs. Savitri Singh and Prof. Yogesh for
helping in data analysis and shaping the phase one report. I am thankful for the guidance of
Prof. Anup Kumar Rajput, Head, Department of Elementary Education, NCERT. Finally I
would like to thank my Project Fellows Ms Kritika Marmat and Ms. Sunil for their constant
support and assistance in all phases of this report. My thanks also go to Ms. Chanchal Rani to
assist in typing work.
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Section I
Introduction
1.1

Background

The Early Childhood Education or Early years Education refers to a philosophy of providing
opportunities and experiences to young children from 3-8 years of age in order to promote
their holistic development. The first 3-8 years of a child‟s life, known as the early childhood
stage, are globally acknowledged to be the most critical years of lifelong development, since
the pace of development during these years is extremely rapid. Recent research in the field of
neuroscience, particularly the brain, has provided very convincing evidence of the critical
periods located within these early years, particularly the first three years, for the formation of
synaptic connections of the brain and for the full development of the brain‟s potential.
Research also indicated that if these early years are not supported by or embedded in a
stimulating and enriching physical and psychosocial environment, the chances of the child‟s
brain to its full potential are considerably and often irreversibly reduced. Therefore there is a
need to take up this field study.
The quality preschool programme provides a unique experience for children as they begin the
developmental journey to acquire the skills and subsets they need to succeed in later years. A
quality Early Childhood Education or Early Years Education is a prime strategy for
improving the long term academic success of our nation‟s young children.
The quality of the early years experience is a critical factor determining its impact on child
school readiness. Research suggests that two very important aspects of ECE are: the content
of the preschool programme curriculum (i.e. what is being transacted) and the quality of the
teaching learning process which is reflected in the implementation of preschool programme;
teacher-child interactions (i.e. how the early classroom is organised, managed and how early
learning activities are structured and supported). However, providing preschool curriculum
alone without attending to the quality of teaching learning practices, rich classrooms
interactions may limit the impact on children‟s outcomes. Efforts to improve preschool
quality include a dual emphasis i.e.; enriching the content of the programme or curriculum to
ensure that basic school readiness skills are included and providing preschool teachers and
classes I &II teachers with the developmentally appropriate teaching practices and supportive
child-teacher relationships. The research investigator therefore feels that the present study
helps in making teachers and teachers‟ educators working in the area of ECE, aware of the
importance of appropriate pedagogy and practices particularly at this stage.
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1.2

What is the current quality of Early Childhood Education Programs in
India?

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act 2009 guarantees
children their right to quality elementary education. ECE is not recognized as a compulsory
provision by RTE, but RTE urges states to provide free pre-school education for children
above three years. In present provision of Article 45 States “The State shall endeavor to
provide early childhood care and education for all children until they complete the age of six
year”. The 12th Five Year Plan acknowledges the importance of ECE and improving school
preparedness.
The Government of India approved the National Early Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE) Policy in 2013. The Policy framework also includes the National Curriculum
Framework and Quality Standards for ECCE.
The Policy caters to all children under 6 years of age and commits to universal access to
quality early childhood education. The Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD)
is the nodal department for ECCE. MWCD is responsible for the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS) programme, which is a centrally sponsored and state
administered ECCE programme, covering around 38 million children through a network of
almost 1.4 million anganwadi centres (a village courtyard). ICDS includes delivery of an
integrated package of services such as supplementary nutrition, immunization, health checkups, preschool education, referral services and nutrition & health education. ECCE is one of
the components and aims at psycho-social development of children and developing school
readiness.
Despite the recognition of the importance of ECE by the Government of India, the challenge
in its implementation remains. There is substantial number of children not enrolling still in
preschools and no authentic data related to preschool education are available. While there is a
significant rise in the enrolment of children in elementary classes, the dropout rate continues
to be a matter of great concern, dropouts being the highest in the first two grades of
elementary schooling. Learning assessments also show that literacy skills are poor in early
primary classes. All these points need to be addressed urgently of helping young children,
particularly from the first-generation learners.

NECCE Policy 2013 brief:
NECCE Policy 2013 clearly suggests to improve pathways for a successful and
smooth transition from care and education provided at home to centre based ECCE
and thereafter to school – age provision by facilitating and enabling environment
through appropriate systems, process and provisions across the country.

1.3

Need of the present study:

Four RIEs situated at Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru have Demonstration
Multipurpose (DM) schools on regular basis however, preschools run in these DM schools of
RIEs function on project basis. There is a demand of preschools in RIEs and after completing
the preschools, children move to class I in the DM schools. It has been observed that these
children of preschools adjust better in the early primary classes of DM schools. With the
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increase in demand for preschool it was felt at the NCERT level that there is need to do the
situational analysis of RIEs preschools so that appropriate modifications in preschool
programme can be done to establish them into Model Preschools.
Research show that 3- and 4-year-olds who attend a high-quality preschool are more
successful in class one of primary school and beyond. But research also show that most
preschool programme are not providing quality programme. The present study tries to look at
what "high-quality" means, and how quality early childhood education can be improved in
preschool of DM schools of RIEs of NCERT.
Preschool programme are typically rated on two dimensions of quality namely, process and
structure of the programme. The interactions, activities, materials, learning opportunities, and
health and safety routines are observed and rated as a measure of process quality. The
structural dimension includes the size of each group of children, the adult-child ratio, and the
education and training of the teachers and staff. It is commonly accepted and research studies
have found that children who attend preschool are more likely to succeed in class -1 of
primary school than those who do not attend the preschool.

1.4

Objectives of the present study:

The objectives of the present study were to 

identify the gaps for interventions for developing model preschools in demonstrations
schools.



develop an intervention plan for preschools of demonstration schools on the basis of
gaps identified.



implement a workable intervention plan through various strategies in phased manner.



establish linkage between preschool section and grade 1 and 2 for smooth transition.



evolve a follow up –cum- monitoring plan for their sustainability as a model
preschool.

1.5What do the researchers say about quality preschool programme?
The research suggests that investing in high-quality preschool education will benefit children
and is worth the cost. But before we make this investment, we must have a clear vision of
what high-quality preschool programs look like.
1.5.1 How do we define and measure quality in early education?
The programs that provide early educational experiences to young children for one year or
two or more than two years in the form of pre-primary school (Meant generally for 3+ to 6
years old children).
Generally an accepted approach to measure the quality of Early Childhood Education
programs focuses on two parameters „process‟ and „structure‟.
(a) Process of Quality (process procedural - quality):Process of quality emphasizes the actual experiences that occur in educational settings, such
as children-teacher interactions, types of activities in which children are engaged during play.
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Process measures can also include health and safety provisions as well as teaching-learning
materials available and relationships with parents/ families and the community.
Process-quality is measured by observing the experiences in the preschool and early
classrooms and thereby rating on the multiple dimensions of the programme, such as teacherchild interactions, type of instruction, room environment, play materials, teaching learning
material (TLM) interaction with parents, classroom processes and health and safety routines.
The researcher here used the pre-school observation proforma (Tool no-2 POP) to measure
the process-quality in all four RIEs and IIT preschools. When the activities and interactions
are rated higher, children develop more advanced language and maths abilities, as well as
social skills. Conversely, poorer-process quality indicators have been linked with poor
process quality parameters.
Furthermore, these benefits in cognitive and social development last well into the elementary
years. A longitudinal study of the short- and long-term effects of center-based care on
children's development concluded: "High-quality child care experiences, in terms of both
classroom practices and teacher-child relationships, enhance children's abilities to take
advantage of the educational opportunities in school."
(b) Structural Quality:
The second way to measure quality of ECE is to review on structural basis such as teacherchild ratios, class size, qualifications and compensation of teachers and staff, physical space,
square footage, layout and space for activities. The structural features of a programme are
thought to contribute to quality in more indirect ways than process one. Structural measures
are frequently regulated through state licensing requirements.
Researchers have consistently found that these two sets of indicators / measures process and
structure are related, and influence the quality of the early educational experiences of
children. For example, when groups are smaller, teachers tend to have more positive,
supportive, and stimulating interactions with children. Warm and nurturing interactions are
directly linked to children's social competence and future academic success, and such
interactions are essential to high quality. Early childhood teachers who are more highly
qualified and have smaller groups can more effectively provide individualized, responsive
learning opportunities. Finally, higher teacher wages have consistently been linked to high
process quality.

1.6 Profile of DM preschools and IIT Nursery preschool
The NCERT has Regional Institutes of Education (RIEs) where demonstration multipurpose
schools run preschool program on project basis. Preschools of DM schools serve as RIEs
functional lab for conducting educational experiments and trying out innovations in the area
of teaching learning process in particular and school education in general. The NCERT also
runs a nursery school at IIT-Delhi, also a lab school for the experiments in preschool area.
Three RIEs (Ajmer, Bhopal and Mysuru) have two preschool classrooms, PS I and PSII and
RIE Bhubaneswar has one preschool classroom. All the RIEs preschools have ECE
coordinators who look upon the working of preschool. Some elementary details of each
preschool are presented here.
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1.6.1 Preschool of RIE, Ajmer
"Muskurata Bachpan" is an early child care education (ECCE) program running at RIE,
Ajmer from year 2009 to cater the educational needs of children for the age group of 4yrs to
5yrs. It has one year of pre-school for 4-5 yr old children and it has got two sections (Preprimary Section A and Section B).There are four rooms allotted to pre-primary which is very
much a part of primary demonstration model school.

Profile at a glance
Teacher pupil ratio was more than an ideal in both the sections: Pre-primary section A :- *2 : 17
 Pre-Primary section B :- *2 : 17

Total number of pre-school staff was: 2 Pre-school Teachers (Both are trained in ECE)
 2 Helper Teachers (One trained & one untrained)

The prime purpose of this programme is to prepare the children to be a part of
learning process before joining the main stream of education in class I. The current
session of 2017-18 started from May, 2017. Total 35 children have been enrolled in
pre-primary classes covering two sections A and B.

* One teacher and one helper (untrained)

"Muskurata Bachpan” Preschool of Ajmer (Four big rooms within the primary school
building
1.6.2 Preschool of RIE, Bhopal
The preschool in RIE, Bhopal started in 2009 and was continued till 2011 with one section of
KG-II consisting 25 children and two preschool teachers. From 2011 to 2014, there was no
enrollment in pre-primary because the project school was discontinued. Again the preschool
was reopened in 2014. At present it consisted of two years of preschool i.e. for 3+ and for 4+
years old children. It has got two classrooms PS-I and PS-II. There are total three rooms
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allotted to preschool (one classroom for PS-I, one classroom for PS-II and one common
activity room for both the classes) with three attached toilets (two for children and one for
staff members/helpers).

Profile at a glance
Teacher- pupil ratio in the preschool was:
 PS-I class- 1:27
 PS-II class- 1:25

Total number of pre-school staff was:
 Three pre-school teachers
 Two helpers

(NOTE: Earlier, RIE, Bhopal preschool had only one classroom for age group 4+ and was
running in the DM school)

Preschool of RIE Bhopal (Presently running in PSCCIVE Building)
1.6.3 Preschool of RIE, Bhubaneswar
The preschool, RIE, Bhubaneswar has been opened in the year July, 2011.At present it
consists of one year of pre-school i.e. for 4-5 yr old children and it has got only one section/
classroom. There is only one classroom allotted to pre-primary along with the attached toilet
(not child friendly) which is very much a part of the primary Demonstration Model School.
The teacher- pupil ratio is 2: 20
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Profile at a glance

Total number of pre-school staff was:
 Two pre-school teachers (Both are trained in ECE)
 One helpers

P-3

Preschool of RIE Bhubaneswar (One year of preschool within the primary school building)

1.6.4 Preschool of RIE, Mysuru
The Preschool at RIE Mysuru has been established in 2011 as a readiness programme for DM
School. It is a PAC program coordinated by an Institute faculty. It has two years of preschool
i.e. for 3-4 years old children and for 4-5 years old children. It has got two classes UKG and
LKG. The teachers are qualified Nursery School Training. The Helper staffs have undergone
in-service training at the ICDS center. The school is located in the campus and is presently
having three classrooms, one store-room, two attached toilets, and open play space. The
admission procedure is as per (NCERT) DM School admission norms and selection is
through lottery method using Super Cool software. Admissions begin in February and close
by end March. The new school building, with a capacity for 140 children is getting ready and
the school will shift to the new space from the academic year 2018.
Profile at a glance
Teacher- pupil ratio was: LKG class- 1:25
 UKG class- 1:25
Total number of pre-school staff was: Two Pre-School teachers
 Two helpers
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Preschool of RIE Mysuru (Presently running in staff quarters)
1.6.5 IIT Nursery school
IIT Nursery school has been established in 1968. IIT Nursery school fulfill the preschool
educational need of children of age group 2 ½ to 5 years old children for play group, nursery
and kindergarten. It has got six class rooms i.e. one classroom is for play group class, two
classrooms is for nursery class and remaining three classes is allotted to K.G class. The
strength of children in each group is maximum 25. This school provides preschool education
in healthy and conducive environment and prepares them for formal education.

Profile at a glance
Teacher –pupil ratio was: Play- group class -1: 20
 Nursery- 1:25
 K.G class- 1:25
Total number of pre-school staff was: Seven Pre-School teachers
 Six helpers

IIT Nursery school (lab school of NCERT)

1.7 About the present report
The present report contains four sections along with annexure.
Section-I includes background, need and context of the study. It includes the purpose and
objectives of the study. At the end of the section, background information regarding all the
preschools of RIEs (Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru) and IIT nursery are also
given.
Section-II focuses on the research methodology used in this study. It would give the insight
regarding the type of research design, sample, research questions and tools used in this study.
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Nature of the data with detailed explanation of the procedure of data collection and phasing
of activities has also been discussed in this section.
Section-III includes the presentation of data, data analysis and results, both quantitative and
qualitative along with the verbatim collected during the study.
Section- IV includes major findings, recommendations and a way forward.
The Annexure contains the research tools that had been used in this study, the report on
induction training programme, report on training/workshop on TLM, list of pre-school
teachers, list of Headmasters and ECE school, coordinators of RIE (who are also the faculty
of RIEs) selected raw data, tables, brief report on RIE preschools and IIT Nursery School,
pictures of all RIEs and IIT Nursery School and circular related to admission in RIE Mysuru.
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Section-II
Research Methodology
Research is a systematic enquiry seeking facts through objectives, verifiable methods in order
to discover the relationship among them and to deduce from them the broad principles or
laws. Therefore, the very success of a present research work depends upon collecting the
necessary and authentic information related to preschool programme. Various methods of
collecting information on preschool education programme and its functioning were used and
developed to support the research evidences.
As the present study is exploratory and formulative in nature the observation technique has
been extensively used to collect relevant data. Observation is systematic viewing, coupled
with consideration of the seen phenomenon, in which the main consideration must be given
to the larger unit of activity by which the specific observed phenomena occurred.
The present section deals with the methodological aspect that include mainly research
question, instrumentation (tools), process of data collection, analysis and delimitations of the
study.
2.1 Research Design
The study has three-fold purpose i.e. to know the status of pre-primary schools attached with
DM schools of RIEs and IIT Nursery School, to design interventions based on identified gaps
(both in physical infrastructure and learning processes) and provide inputs as per the need of
each schools (tailored made) to make them model pre-primary schools. The present study
aimed to find answers to key questions about feasibility of preschool programme on a pilot
basis. Since the study has been focused on functioning of RIE preschools attached to DM
schools and including preschool children in IIT Delhi Campus, a mixed approach has been
followed involving a mix of qualitative and quantitative methods. The main approach used
was the „observation of functioning of preschools‟ by the principal investigator.
The study follows a non experimental mixed design having a balance of quantitative and
qualitative methods. The researcher collected rich data from different sources such as
observing the children at task, the functioning of preschool programme, the interaction of
children during small group activities and playing with the material; observation,
interviewing and interacting the preschool teachers and headmasters. The study attempted to
describe the quality of the actual functioning of preschool programme by using descriptive
approach that provide insights and a better understanding into the findings of the evaluation.
2.2 The Sample
The study aimed to observe the quality of the preschool programme in all the four RIEs
preschools attached to the DM School and IIT Nursery school, Delhi. Keeping this objective
in view all the five preschools was undertaken in the study.
The strength of teachers including helpers in the RIEs varies from 2 to 4.The number of
children varies from 17-30. However, in RIE Bhopal, there were total three preschool
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teachers and two helpers. In IIT Nursery school each classroom has one teacher and one
helper. The details of schools and staff as given in the table-1.
Table 1 - Number of Preschools covered in the study
S.NO

Preschools

Teachers

Helpers

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

RIE, Ajmer
RIE, Bhopal
RIE, Bhubaneswar
RIE, Mysuru
IIT Nursery, Delhi

2
3
2
2
7

2*
2
2
2
7

* These helpers also assist in teaching
2.3 Research Questions
The following research questions have been formulated keeping in view the purpose of the
study 1. What are „the gaps in Early Childhood Education programme’ of preschools of
Demonstration multipurpose Schools?
2. What could be the ‘interventional strategies’ to improve the quality of ECE in these
preschools?
3. What are the ‘effects of these intervention strategies’ on the learning of young
children?
4. Whether intervention programme helped in ‘smooth transition’ of preschool children
to grade of formal primary school?
5. How the intervention programme has ‘benefitted these preschools’?
2.4 Tools/ Instruments Used
The four tools were used to collect data in the study. The tools were developed by the
coordinator, keeping in view the research questions in mind. These tools were reviewed in a
workshop by the experts. The following tools were used:
Tools
Tool-1
Tool-2
Tool-3
Tool-4

Titles
Questionnaire for Headmaster (QHM)
Preschool Observation Proforma (POP)
Interview Schedule for preschool teachers (ISPT)
Preschool Teachers Self Assessment (PTSA)

The tools used in the study are appended in the annexure (Annexure A)
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Description of the tools:
2.4.1 Tool No-1: Questionnaire for Headmaster (QHM)
The Questionnaire for Headmaster (QHM) was developed to get HM.s view and perception
on quality and functioning of DM preschools in RIEs. This tool included six sections. The
respondent had to answer and respond on all the questions of all the sections. The six sections
were:-general information, information related to headmaster, school background
information, school management, school resources and is Curriculum and pedagogy.
2.4.2 Tool No-2:Preschool Observation Proforma (POP)
The Preschool Observation Proforma (POP) was developed to observe the preschool
functioning, classroom, use of teaching learning material by the children and the teacher,
involvement of children in activities and the pedagogy used by the teachers to involve each
and every child. This tool included seven sections. The seven sections were: (i) General
information, (ii) Physical environment of preschool center, work space and furnishings,
display in the classroom, (iii) teaching and learning context, (a) Play and learning material (b)
literacy materials available and displayed (c) Availability and use of technology (iv)
Transactional process (a)Children in the preschool (b) teaching learning strategies (c)
Engagement level of children across day‟s routine,(v) (a) teacher in the preschool (b) helper/
support staff (vi) Social context and (vii) any other observation/ comments. Each item had
the detailed descriptors that could be rated on three point scale.
2.4.3 Tool No-3: Interview Schedule for preschool teachers (ISPT)
The Interview Schedule for preschool teachers (ISPT) was developed to interact with
preschool teachers to get the in-depth information on preschool education. There were eight
sections in the tool. The eight sections were: (I) ECE in-service training feedback (II)
Planning and preparation (III) Teaching learning material and technology (IV) Classroom
management (V) Interest areas (VI) Children‟s observation, assessment practices at preschool
(VII) Parents / family involvement (VII) Overall remarks. All the interviews were conducted
by the investigator.
2.4.4 Tool No-4:- Preschool Teachers Self Assessment of (PTSA)
The Preschool Teachers Self Assessment (PTSA) was used to identify the gaps in teacher‟s
knowledge towards preschool education and the steps required to meet out them. Self
assessment too helped the preschool teachers to identify and explore their interest and skills
in preschool education to keep them better informed. This assessment tool was a part of the
preschool programme and would provide opportunities to participate in the programme and
improvement in the programme. There were total five sections and under each section there
were statements for which the teacher had to choose „Yes‟, „No‟, or „Don‟t know’. The five
sections were: (I) Physical environment and maintain an atmosphere for early learning (II)
Play and learning material (III) Transactional strategies (IV) Parents/ families involvement
(V)Personal evaluation.
2.5 Data Collection Procedure
The principal investigator and her team visited all the four preschools (Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar and Mysuru) of RIEs including the IIT nursery school in Delhi. The classrooms
of all the preschools were observed by the team on the various parameters namely, adequacy
of indoor/outdoor space, utilization of the space, availability of TLM, how the children were
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playing and involved in play activities, display of relevant preschool materials/ charts at the
eye level of children and how the teacher’s talking to the children and involving them in
activities/ tasks. For this, a detailed classroom observations checklist was used by the
investigator.
The investigator along with her team spent three full days in each of the five preschools to
observe all the aspects of the preschool programme and collect data through the tools. Each
of the activity catering to all five domains of child development along with the school
readiness activities were thoroughly looked into. The observation data helped to know how
the children reacted and explored the play material which at few places showed that many of
the play materials were new to them and they did not get opportunities to play, interact and
explore the material. The material was kept in closed almirahs, so they were no easy
accessible for the children. Each observation proforma/checklist was filled by the investigator
themselves.
The questionnaire for HM was given to the respective HMs of all the DM Schools who were
responsible to look after the preschool as well. All the preschool teachers were interviewed
by the investigator to know their knowledge, attitude, skills and feedback on the functioning
of the preschool education. In brief, the following process was followed:






Three days observation in each preschool was carried out for complete classroom
programme.
Interaction with children and observation of children performing in play activities.
The preschool teachers were interviewed individually.
The classroom of preschools was observed by using the classroom observation
proforma with detailed description.
Each of the HM was given questionnaire

2.6 Nature of Data and Data Analysis





The quantitative data obtained was subjected to analysis by conversation of
frequencies, weighted scoring on three points scale.
The qualitative data obtained was subjected to content analysis. Being descriptive in
nature the coding of content-was done and identified broad categories. Field
observations of investigator were also a part of qualitative data which were also
analysed.
The study consisted of following steps:
1. Visit to RIE preschool to help develop the floor plan for classroom of
preschool.
2. Meeting with the ECE coordinator to develop the intervention plan
3. (a) Conduct of five days in-service training of newly recruited teachers of all
RIEs, preschool and IIT nursery school and obtaining feedback with there.
(b) Month - wise sample theme based programme was given to each of RIE
preschool to execute the programme
4. Development of research tools
(a) Visit to RIEs by principal investigator and project fellows to observe the
functioning of preschool programme after training (Preschool Observation
Proforma)
(b) Teacher Interview Schedule
(c) Self- Assessment of Preschool Teachers
(d) Feedback of Headmaster through questionnaire
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2.7 Phasing of Data Collection
2.7.1 Visits to the preschools were planned as given in table-2:
Table –2
Name of the school
Ajmer
Bhopal
Bhubaneswar
Mysuru
IIT, Nursery

Time duration
23-08-17 to 25-08-17 (three days)
3-10-2017 to 7-10-17 (three days)
22-10-2017 to 24-10-2017 (three days)
05-09-2017 to7-09-2017 (three days)
20-09-2017 to 22-09-2017 (three days)

Visit to Preschools of RIEs and IIT Nursery
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2.7.2 Intervention Plan (awareness, need identification) was decided in two phases PhaseI included training of teachers and administration of tools. The Phase –II will include
development of plan for model preschool.
Phase –I (2017-18) and Phase –II (2018-19)
Phase - I Level Work
April-June 2017
Phase-I ( A)
Planning
1.1 In-house work
 Preparation of a
work plan
 Development of
Background paper
 Development of
Program Schedule
for preparation of a
phase I level work
 Preparation for
expert-group
meeting

1.5
Visits to DM
preschools
to
identify the gaps
(Physical
and
academic areas) on
preschool
observation
profroma

1.3 Organized two
days meeting with
RIE‟s coordinators
(4&5 May, 2017) at
DEE, NIE.

July-Sep.,2017
Phase-I ( B)
Intervention /Training
2.1 Visit to preschools of DM
schools at RIEs to identify
the
gaps
by
using
observation profroma
 Guidance to develop a floor
plan and layout of classroom
with interest areas/ activity
areas
 Identification of intervention
areas and preparation of
Development of Program
Schedule of Training
 Organization of first level
training for DM and IIT
nursery school teachers
 Hand outs / designing of
activities/ assignment
 Logistics management for
Organisation of training
 Development of three months
Theme based planning for
implementation
in
ECE
classrooms.
2.2
Training of newly recruited
preschool teachers of RIEs and
IIT Nursery school at NIE
(3-7 July, 17)

2.3
Visit to RIEs by the DEE
faculty
to
observe
the
functioning of Preschool in
early phase using observation
proforma

Oct-Dec,2017
Phase-I ( C)
Monitoring and follow
up
3.1
 To review the TLM
available in RIEs
based
on
the
curriculum
and
Training interventions
(Parallely it was done
in all RIEs by DEE
faculty)
during
November, 2017 for
two days.

Jan-March, 2018
Phase-I ( D)
Reporting
4.1 Reporting on the
following aspects :
 Progress
in
Infrastructure
/
Layout in all RIEs
 Report on training of
Teachers
 Review report on
TLM and
other
equipments

4.2 A brief Report of
3.2
Observation
of
each
RIE
transactional processes
Preschool.
and assessment practices
by ECE coordinators in
preschools.
 Visit to RIEs by
DEE faculty to
observe classroom
transaction
 Conducted
Interview
of
teachers using tool
4.3 Report preparation
3.3
of phase-I ( draft
 Interaction
with
report, review of
parents
and
report)
conducting
Focus
Group Discussion
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April-June 2017
Phase-I ( A)
Planning
1.4 Suggestive floor
plan given to RIEs
preschool
by
coordinator
1.5 Preparation of
minutes and a brief
report of two days
meeting and sent to
concerned persons of
RIEs
1.6 Initiated work on
the floor plan by RIEs
of early classroom (for
both 3-4 and 4-5 years
old children) and to be
finished by 3rd week of
May
 Follow up of floor
plan
by
the
coordinator
1.7
 Distribution of
Sample
Preschool
Programme
to
each preschool of
DM school. (Inhouse )
 Review/Finalisatio
n
work
with
experts
1.8
Interaction
with
Headmasters of DM
Schools and Principals
of
RIEs
(Questionnaire
for
HM) to work out the
plan of action of RIE
level.

July-Sep.,2017
Phase-I ( B)
Intervention /Training

Oct-Dec,2017
Jan-March, 2018
Phase-I ( C)
Phase-I ( D)
Monitoring and follow Reporting
up
2.4
self- assessment of 3.4
Play
based 4.4
Second
level
preschool teachers of RIE and Interactions
with training of preschool
IIT Nursery school by using children
teachers
on
„
self assessment tool
Development of TLM
(5-7 March 2018)
3.5 interaction with head 4.5 Finalisation of
masters of DM schools report (phase-I)
to get the feedback of
HM on the functioning
of preschools using
Questionnaire
for
Headmaster
4.6 Show case of work
of phase-I
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2.7.3 Induction Training
The Department of Elementary Education had organized a five days Induction Training
Programme from 03-07 July, 2017 for newly recruited pre-schools teachers of all RIEs
(Mysuru, Bhopal, Ajmer, Bhubaneswar) and IIT nursery school in Room No. 421,
Conference Room, NCERT. This training programme helped the preschool teachers to know
and understand how to plan the preschool programme keeping in mind the young children‟s
age and development.
To ensure, the quality of ECE it is important to train the preschool teachers to provide
nurturing and stimulating environment for the children. There are so many preschools across
the world but teachers are not very much aware of how to provide “Quality” early education
to the young children. They are not aware about what activities should be performed with the
children.(refer to annexure B for detailed report on induction training)

First Training (3-7 July, 2017)

2.8 De-Limitations of the study
The present study had five objectives; one was to identify the gaps for intervention for
developing model preschools in all four DM Schools namely Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar
and Mysuru and accordingly develop an intervention plan on the basis of gaps identified and
then to implement a workable intervention plan though various strategies in phased manner.
IIT Nursery school was also selected as sample as this being the lab school of DEE, NCERT.
Secondly at each of the center two-three days were devoted to collect the information by the
investigators.
Thirdly, all the four preschools of RIEs are running as project and not as permanent preschool
component. Every year especially preschool of Ajmer, Bhopal and Bhubaneswar closed
down towards the end of February or March; because it runs as a project; there is a gap of 23 months i.e. April-June, there is no functioning of preschool programme.
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The teachers on these selected preschools were mostly temporary (because of the preschool
runs as a project). All the preschools teachers were not trained in preschool education.
This report summarizes that young children are more capable learners and can benefit more
from good early childhood education. The current measures of RIEs preschool programme
quality do not adequately capture the enriched language, emergent and early literacy,
mathematics readiness ,scientific learning and early science experiences that can occur during
the most important and critical preschool years. As NECCE policy 2013 and NECCE
curriculum framework 2013 emphasises, this study also calls for preschool curriculum and
developmentally appropriate teaching practices that support enhanced development and
learning for all young children.
Therefore, the current information collected and analysed on average quality, while not good,
require lots of effort in terms of continuous training of preschool teachers, well- trained
preschool teachers / staff, spacious rooms with child friendly furniture, child-friendly toilets,
plenty of play materials for all the domains, when compared to what research tells us about
the kinds of learning environments and materials needed to capitalise on young children's
potential.
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Section III
Data Presentation, Analysis and Results
The present section deals with presentation and analysis of data leading to major results/
findings in relation to the research questions. In the Phase-I of the study, three research
questions have been addressed. Apart from the quantitative data, the qualitative data have
also been analysed and triangulated with quantitative data wherever possible. In order to
address all aspects of the model preschool attempt has been made to address all important
parameters of the model preschool. The results/ findings have been presented parameters
wise including the general information.

General information about the Preschools
Table 1 – Staff Position in DM Preschools of RIEs and IIT Nursery School
Items
a) Preschool teacher
b) Other staff for
conducting music
and movement, art
and craft
c) School
administrative staff
d ) Helper
e) Any other
* One hour per week

RIE,
Ajmer
2

RIE,
Bhopal
3

RIE,
Bhubaneswar
2

RIE, Mysuru

IIT Nursery School

2

7

2

--

01*

--

No

--

--

--

1**

No

---

2
1
2
---** Coordinator *** One guard and one sweeper

7
2***

Table 1 presents the number of workforce/staff currently working in these preschools. In RIE
Ajmer, there were two pre-school teachers and two helper teachers. There was no
maid/helper to look after children‟s toilet needs and no sweeper for cleanliness of the
preschool premises. In RIE Bhopal, there were three pre-school teachers and two helpers in
the preschools. In RIE Bhuneshwar, there were two pre-school teachers and one helper in
their preschool. One teacher was there who conducts music and movement, art and craft
activities for one hour a week. In RIE Mysuru, there were two pre-school teachers and two
helpers. The ECE coordinator of preschool looked after the school administrative work.
In IIT Nursery, there were seven teachers and seven helpers. There was one sweeper who
does other small tasks as requested by the HM apart from maintaining the cleanliness of the
school. There was no other staff for conducting music and movement, art and craft activities.
However, preschool teachers themselves performed all these activities with children (which
are expected by the preschool teachers). There was no staff for looking after the school
administrative work. Apart from these preschool staff they also have one guard and one
sweeper in their preschool.
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The information clearly indicates that there are no specific norms followed in the position of
teachers and staff in the sampled preschools.
Table 2-Qualifications of Preschool Teachers of DMs School and IIT Nursery School
S.
No.
i

Qualification

RIE, Ajmer

RIE, Bhopal

Sr. Secondary with
NTT



ii

D. El. Ed.

iii

Graduate with NTT



iv

Graduate with B. Ed.



RIE,
Bhubaneswar


RIE,
Mysuru


IIT Nursery




Table 2 depicts the qualifications of the preschool teachers. The table indicates that the most
of the preschool teachers in RIEs were trained in ECE or graduation with B.Ed degree. The
three preschool teachers of Bhopal have joined Diploma in ECE through distance education
from IGNOU. As such no specific qualifications have been identified by the schools.

Teachers of RIEs and IIT Nursery School
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Table 3 - Appointment Procedure of Teachers Followed in Preschools
S.
No.

Criteria

i

Written Test

ii

Interview

iii

Both Written test
and Interview

iv

Any other, please
specify

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru









IIT
Nursery



Table 3 indicates the appointment procedures followed in RIEs and IIT Preschools for
teacher‟s recruitment. The head teacher of all the RIEs responded that the selection procedure
of preschool teachers was done through the interview.HM of IIT Nursery School inform that
written test was also conducted in addition to interview.
All RIEs appoint their preschool teachers on the basis of direct interview while in IIT
Nursery School written test along with interview was conducted for appointing the teachers.

Table 4- Requirement for In-Service Teacher Training in Sampled Schools

S.
No.
i

Criteria

ii

Twice in a year

iii

Once in two years

RIE, Ajmer

RIE, Bhopal

Once a year


RIE,
Bhubaneswar


RIE,
Mysuru


IIT Nursery





Table 4 depicts the views of Headmaster/Headmistress on how often they should require inservice training for their preschool teachers. The HM of RIE Ajmer had a view that once in
two years, preschool teachers require in-service training. HM of RIE, Bhopal and IIT Nursery
School responded that twice in a year pre-school teachers‟ require in-service training. HM of
RIE, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru responded that once in a year pre-school teachers require inservice training.
The HMs have expressed that the teachers require In-service training generally once or twice
in a year for improving quality of preschool program.
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Table 5- Criteria of Admission Procedure of Children followed in Preschools
S.
No.
1

Criteria

2

Limited seats on first come
first serve in the admission
month

3

Lottery System

4

Interview/Interaction parents

5

Any Other

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru









Children admitted throughout
the year

IIT
Nursery


Table 5 indicates the admission procedures followed in preschools. While all RIEs preschool
admits children once on the basis of lottery system, IIT Nursery school does not follow lottery
system, and admits children throughout the year as per need felt by the school authorities.

Table 6- Criteria for Admission Process
Weightage
S.
No.
1

Criteria
a

2

Parents‟ working in
RIE/
DM/NCERT/IIT
school

Residence in
nearby area

RIE, Ajmer
0

RIE,
Bhopal
0

RIE,
Bhubaneswar
0

RIE,
Mysuru
3

IIT
Nursery
3

3

3

2

3

3

0

3

Sibling studying at 0
0
0
the DM school/IIT
Nursery ex-student
Weightage: - Not at all – (0), Very Less – (1), to some extent (2), A lot (3)
3

Table 6 indicates the weightage given to different criteria for admitting children in their
preschools. It is observed that all the schools have given preference to the children of parents
working in RIE/DM/NCERT/IIT school followed by residence of children in nearby area
followed by sibling studying in DM /IIT Nursery school. It is also clearly indicated that no
specific criteria for admission has been developed by DM and IIT Nursery School.
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Table 7- Age range, Enrolment and Pupil Teacher Ratio of Preschool Children

S.No

Items/ Criteria

RIE, Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE, Mysuru

IIT
Nursery

1.

Age range of the
group

4-5

PP I: 3+

4-5

LKG: 3-4
UKG: 4-5

Nursery :34
LKG : 4-5

PP-I
I
(Boys 10
Girls 17)
PPII
(Boys 15
Girls 10)

Boys 10
Girls 10

Total 50

Total 150

52
PP- I (1:20)
PP- II
(1:30)

20
1:20

50
1:25

150
1:25

PP II: 4+
2.

Number
of
children in the
group (Total in
Pre-primary)

Section APP-I:
Boys 13
Girls 4
Section B
PP-II:
Boys 13
Girls 4

3.

Total
Pupil teacher ratio

34
Section A
(1:17)
Section B
(1:17)

Table 7 presents the information collected by the investigator on the various components as
mentioned above. RIE Ajmer has one year of pre-primary (Muskurata Bachpan) i.e. for 4-5
years old children and it has got two sections ( section „A‟ and Section „B‟).In both the
sections there were 13 boys and 4 girls each. In total 34 children were studying in Ajmer Preprimary school. The teacher pupil ratio in both the sections was 1:17 each.
 Pre-primary section A: -1: 17 + 1 helper
 Pre-Primary section B: -1: 17+ 1 helper teacher
RIE Bhopal consists of two years of pre-primary i.e. for 3+ and for 4+ years‟ old children. It
has got two classrooms PP-I and PP-II. In PP I there were 10 boys and 17 girls, in PP II there
were 15 boys and 10 girls. In total 52 children was studying approximately. The teacherpupil ratio in the pre-primary was:


PP-I class- 1:27+ 1 helper
PP-II class- 1:25 + 1 helper

RIE Bhubaneswar has one year of pre-primary i.e. for 4-5 years old children and it has got
only one section/classroom. There were 10 boys and 10 girls in the pre-primary. In total 20
children were studying approximately. The teacher pupil ratio was 1:20.
RIE Mysuru has two years of pre-primary schooling i.e. for3-4 years old and for 4-5 years old
children. It has got two classes UKG and LKG. In total 50 children were studying
approximately. The teacher- pupil ratio was:-
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 LKG class- 1:25
 UKG class- 1:25
IIT Nursery School has two age group of children i.e. 3-4 years old and 4-5 years old children
were studying. In total 150 children were studying. The teacher pupil ratio was 1:25 in each
class. The arrival time of children in IIT Nursery was 8:45 am and departure time was 1:00
pm.
RIE Bhopal, Mysuru and IIT preschool have two years preschool while RIE Ajmer and RIE
Bhubaneswar have one year preschool. Age range was found varying in the sampled schools.
Teacher child ratio though varying as conducive in all the RIEs.

Regarding the pupil teacher ratio, age- range of children and nature of course
(two year / one year preschool) largely vary across the schools and no specific
norms have been found in the record.

Table 8- School Timings followed in Pre-primary

S.No

Item

RIE, Ajmer

RIE, Bhopal

RIE,
Mysuru
9:15am

IIT Nursery

9:00am

RIE,
Bhubaneswar
7:00am

4.(a)

Time of arrival of
children

8:30am

4. (b)

Time of departure
of children

1:00pm

12:00noon

10:30am

2:30pm

1:00pm

Time Duration for
children

4 hours 30
minutes

3 hours

3
hours
minutes

5 hours 15
minutes

4 hours 15
minutes

30

8:45am

Table 8 presents the information related to school timings in sampled pre-primary schools.
The information indicates that there is large variation in the school timings followed in preprimary schools. RIE Bhopal preschool runs only for 3 hours (minimum) and RIE Mysuru
runs for 5 hours 15 minutes (maximum). There was large variation (highest in Mysuru and
lowest period in Bhopal) in school timings ranging from 3 hours to 5 hours 15 minutes which
need to be addressed properly.
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Research Question-1
What are „the gaps in Early Childhood Education programme’ of preschools of
Demonstration multipurpose Schools? In order to find the answers (gaps), the investigator
collected and compiled the observations parameter – wise.
The following parameters have been identified under the study:
I - Parameter: School Functioning
II - Parameter: School Resources
III - Parameter: School Management
IV- Parameter: Teaching Learning Material and use of technology
V- Parameter: Curriculum and Pedagogy (Teaching Learning Process and Assessment)
VI - Parameter: Social Context of Children
VII - Parameter: Planning and Preparation
VIII-Parameter: Interest Area
IX-Parameter: Parents/ Family Involvement
X- Parameter: Feedback on In-service Training
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I - Parameter: School Functioning
Table 9-Physical Environment of preschool centers (Indoor Space)
S.
No

Items

I

Indoor space
utilization

ii

Surrounding
preschool

and

of

Category/
Rating

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

Good
Average





Poor
Clean
Not so clean

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru*

IIT Nursery
School












Dirty
iii

iv

v

indoor space
classroom

in

Arrangement of the
room
allows
children to move
feely
classroom
cleanliness
and
hygienic condition

vi a)

accessibility of toilet

vi b)

Snacks given to
children
at
the
centre

vi c)

vi d)

Nap or rest time
given to children

Are the children
actively involved in
play?

Adequate
Not
Adequate
Action
Required
Yes



Action
required
Yes
No
Action
required
Yes
No















No
Action
required
Yes
No
Action
required
Yes
No
Action
required
Yes
No




















































Action
required

*Out of four preschools of RIEs, Mysuru is presently functioning in the staff quarters
however, the permanent building of preschool is under construction. Children will be shifting
to the new building whenever it will be made available may be in the year 2018.
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Table 9 depicts the information on the physical environment of sampled preschools (indoor
space) based on the research team's observation.
The surroundings of RIE Bhopal and RIE Mysuru preschools and IIT Nursery School
were found clean and properly maintained. However, in RIE Ajmer and RIE
Bhubaneswar the surrounding of these preschools were not so clean and not maintained
properly.
In all the preschools, except the RIE Mysuru, the indoor space in the classrooms was
adequate and allowing children to move around freely. But in Bhubaneswar, the indoor
space is not properly utilised as compared to other RIEs and IIT Nursery School as it has
big tables and chairs occupying half of the space. In RIE Bhopal, one classroom space
was sufficient whereas the other classroom was small (movement become restricted in
such classroom). In RIE Bhubaneswar, the indoor space was adequate but too much
cluttered and unorganized with one huge big table (size of dining table and six big garden
chairs; two big chowkis and one office computer table which is not required). Except RIE
Ajmer, the classrooms in all the preschools were clean and hygienic.
The toilets were easily accessible in all the preschools. However, toilet in RIE Ajmer was
found dirty and stinking due to water shortage. Toilet in RIE Bhopal was not childfriendly. In RIE Bhubaneswar toilet was also not child- friendly and found not very clean.
Children bring their own food/lunch boxes in all the preschools. However, in IIT Nursery
School supplementary nutrition or one food item is given once in a week. In RIE Ajmer,
there was a separate room for taking lunch and snacks for the children.
RIE Ajmer and IIT Nursery school provide nap or rest time to the children. However,
other RIEs don‟t provide nap or rest time to the children. In IIT Nursery School, teachers
give rest time to the children after outdoor activity.
In RIE Bhopal and Mysuru children were actively involved in the play activities.
However, the play and teaching learning material was found vary less in all the RIEs. In
RIE Bhubaneswar more activity worksheets were made available as compared to play
materials for different domains. In IIT nursery children were actively engaged in play but
IIT nursery also does not have specific defined interest areas.

Created after the visit –cluster of
tables to enhance small group
activities at RIE Ajmer
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The researcher found that in RIE Ajmer, the TLM were kept in the closed almirah and more
table activities were conducted using paper and pencil. (Only after the visit of researcher, the
materials were taken out and all were found in good condition, interest areas were also
created in one big room by investigator).
After analysis of all the components of the school functioning the different
preschools is ranked in the following manner in respect the quality of school
functioning:
IIIIIIIVV-

IIT Nursery School
RIE Bhopal
Ajmer
Mysuru
Bhubaneswar

Table 10-Physical Environment of Pre-primary Centre (Outdoor Space)
S.No

Items/
Criteria

Category
or Rating

RIE,
Ajmer

vi

Availability
of
outdoor
space

Available



viii

ix

Outdoor play
equipment

Availability
of
ramp,
railings, child
friendly
toilets etc.

Not
Sufficient
*Action
required

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru

IIT
Nursery
School




Not
Sufficient
Action
required
Available
Not
Sufficient
Action
required
Available

RIE,
Bhopal
















Need to
clean



Not at all

*action has been mentioned wherever indicated
Table 10 provides information collected by the investigator on the various components of
outdoor space at the preschool centers.RIE Ajmer and IIT Nursery Schools have the
availability of outdoor space. However, outdoor space was not found properly maintained in
RIE Ajmer (It is not safe in Ajmer with booker /rusted not child friendly equipments). In RIE
Bhopal no appropriate outdoor space is created. The park outside the preschool can be
leveled and created with fixing appropriate play equipments. In RIE Bhubaneswar there was
no exclusive outdoor play area for young children. RIE, Mysuru preschool is temporarily
running in Type- V quarters due to which the preschool doesn‟t have appropriate outdoor
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space (the play equipments were limited, no grass area, no appropriate concrete area for
cycling).
In all the RIEs there were not sufficient outdoor play equipments. In RIE Ajmer, all outdoor
play equipments were damaged and unsafe for children. IIT Nursery School has availability
of appropriate outdoor play equipments with perfect outdoor play space and used
appropriately.
In all the RIEs, there was no availability of ramp, railings and child friendly toilets. In RIE
Bhubaneswar, building was also not child- friendly. However, in IIT Nursery has the
availability of ramp, railings and child friendly toilets to some extent

Unsafe outdoor play area with damaged
Play equipments at RIE Ajmer

Small Concrete outdoor play area at RIE Bhopal

children playing gross motor games outside the classroom
RIE Bhubaneswar

Outdoor play area at RIE , Mysuru

Outdoor play area at IIT Nursery School
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Table 11 –Work Spaces and Furnishings for Children
S.No

Items/ Criteria

Category
or Rating

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

i)

individual desks
for children

Available


**



ii)

iii)

iv)

v a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

cluster desks

floor space for
whole group

small
group
Table space

Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available
Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available
Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available

Dramatic play

Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available

literacy/library

Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available

maths/manipula
tive

Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available

block building

Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available

art

Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available
Not
Sufficient

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru




*


***





IIT
Nursery
School
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f)

discovery/scien
ce

g)

Not
Available
Available
Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available



Not
Sufficient
Not
Available
Available




















doll‟s area

h)

sensory table

Not
Sufficient

Not
Available
*created by the investigator during her visit












** Children used to sit in a row (no small group activities organising)
*** Available but never used/created.

Table 11 provides information on various components related to work spaces and furnishing
facilities for children. In RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and Mysuru children have their individual child
friendly tables and chairs, kept in small clusters. In RIE Ajmer, it was found that all the
individual desks were kept in row which hindered ground activities and social development.
The investigator during her visit joined and created cluster desks.
Cluster desks were available in RIE Bhopal and Mysuru. However, cluster desks were not
available in RIE Bhubaneswar and IIT Nursery. In RIE Bhubaneswar two big low "chowkis"
were made available but not utilized properly. The two chowkis require modifications such as
making clusters table with child-friendly chairs. Legs of chowkis may be leveled according to
children‟s height.
Floor space for circle time was available in all the preschools except in RIE Mysuru because
there was lack of space and the very heavy furniture which can’t be moved easily to create
the desired space by teachers.
In RIE Ajmer, the „interest areas‟ were created in a separate „activity room‟ by the
investigator during her visit namely dramatic, literacy, math/ manipulative, doll‟s area
and block building. The interest areas which were not available were art, discovery/
science, and sensory table. In RIE Bhopal, interest areas that were made available were
dramatic, math/manipulative, block building and dolls area (However, the doll‟s area
need to be modified accordingly to the needs of the children). The interest areas that were
not available were literacy/ library, art, discovery and sensory table. In RIE Bhubaneswar,
no interest areas were made available and no well-defined play materials for different
domains.
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Presently in RIE Mysuru (because of space crunch) there were a separate open shelves/
storage for toys and manipulatives were found in a separate small room. During small
group time, teachers asked children to take out/ bring the materials from shelves for free
play. At present the interest areas were not possible (reason already given). The new
building has sufficient space to create interest areas (indoor/ outdoor).
All interest areas were made available in IIT Nursery, which mainly included dolls,
blocks, clay, sand, library, except discovery/ science area. However, IIT Nursery School
needs to redefine /revamp the interest areas as presently material kept in the interest
areas were not age/development appropriate, not very innovative, unorganized, labeling
was done (after the training ) but still has to go miles ahead to establish as model
preschool.
No sand tray /pit/no water play was found in any of the RIEs Preschools as there were the
basics for sensory development.

Interest Areas at RIE Bhopal

Children’s cubbies at RIE Bhopal
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Table12-Display in the Preschool Classrooms
S.N
o

Items/ Criteria

Category
Rating

i)

display of material in
the classroom

Yes
No

ii)

display of material on
theme/themes

or

Action required
Yes

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal





RIE,
Bhubanes
war

RIE,
Mysuru


IIT
Nursery
School





No















Action required
iii)

iv)

v)

vi)

vii)

display of material at
the eye level of
children
display of materials
prepared
by
the
children
 Pre-writing/
Art
displayed
 Worksheet displayed
display of classroom
rules with pictures
display
schedule

of

daily

television, computer

Yes
No





Action required
Yes

























No
Action required

Yes
No
Action required
Yes




No
Action required
Yes
No












Action required

Table 12 presents information based on the investigator‟s observations on various
components related to the display of materials in the classrooms on observation proforma
through her personal visit. In RIE Ajmer and Mysuru all the required materials were
displayed in the preschool classrooms. In RIE Bhopal, comparatively less material was
displayed in classroom. In RIE Bhubaneswar, displays of preschool related materials were
not properly organised. In IIT Nursery preschool related material were also displayed to some
extent.
In RIE, Ajmer and Bhubaneswar, materials were displayed related to the theme in the
classrooms but these were not displayed very attractively. However, in RIE Bhopal and
Mysuru there was no display of material on related theme. However, RIE Bhopal and
Mysuru, previous theme material (the theme of the previous month) was displayed that
created confusion in the classroom.
In RIE Ajmer, the theme- board was not at the eye level of the children. However, in RIE
Bhopal the display was at the eye level of the children to some extent. In RIE
Bhubaneswar, many displays were irrelevant and at very high level which children can’t
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look at. In RIE, Mysuru, the displays were at the eye level of the children on whatever
space was available. In IIT Nursery the displays were at the eye level of the children.
In RIE Ajmer, the display of pre-writing/ art/ worksheets prepared by the children was
also present, but worksheets were not displayed at the eye level of the children. In RIE,
Bhopal display of pre-writing/ art/worksheets prepared by the children were there but not
of all the children. In RIE Bhubaneswar, the displays of pre-writing/ art/ worksheets
prepared by the children were there but no designated area identified for children‟s work.
In RIE Mysuru, displays of pre-writing/ art / worksheets prepared by the children were
there (across the classroom using strings). In IIT Nursery school display of children‟s
work were present.
In three RIEs out of four RIE namely Ajmer, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru daily schedule of
activities were displayed, but in RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar, it was too high for
children‟s eye level to look at. However, in RIE Bhopal and in IIT Nursery it was not
displayed.
In RIE Bhopal television, computer (s) was not there yet but proposal was sent to
purchase the same. In RIE Bhubaneswar, television/computer (s) was not available but
smart screen was made available. In RIE Mysuru it was also not present due to lack of
space. In IIT nursery there was no television but only one computer was available for
teacher use only.
Highlights of results
It was a surprise to note that none of the teacher thought about other ways of display - the
samples of children‟s work and other theme related or literacy related matter. What about
display hanging from the ceilings? And using old cloth/saree to pin-up the children‟s work!

Display at the eye level of children at RIE Mysuru

Display not at the eye level of children at RIE Bhubaneswar

34

Table 13 -Health and Nutrition facilities in preschools
Items

i. Availability
First Aid Box

of

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE, Bhopal





RIE,
Bhubaneswar
Health facilities


RIE, Mysuru

IIT Nursery School







INP

INP

INP

INP

iii.
Medical room/rest
room



INP

INP

INP

INP

iv.
Immunization
record



INP

INP

INP

ii.
Regular
checkup

health



Cooked food
served by the
school

INP

INP

Nutrition
INP

INP

INP

ii. Readymade food
served by the school

INP

INP

INP

INP



i.

(once in a week)
iii. Children bring
their own food











INP- Information not provided

Table 13 presents the observation on the availability of „health and nutrition facilities‟ for
children in the preschools. In all the RIEs, the First Aid Box was available however; the First
Aid Box was not kept at easily accessible place in all the schools. In all the schools some
items in the First Aid Box were found missing. In IIT Nursery School, First Aid Box and
immunization records were available. In IIT, records of immunisation and height /weight of
children along with informing to parent/families were available whereas in RIEs there were
no such records.
It is only RIE Ajmer which reported availability of all Health facilities (namely, first aid box,
health checkup, rest room and immunization).Other preschool did not provide information on
it.
It was found that in all the RIEs, children brought their own food. In IIT Nursery School it
was reported that readymade supplementary nutrition was given (in the form of fruit/ snack)
once in a week to all children.
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II - Parameter: School Resources
Table 14-Resources Available in Pre-primary Schools
Items

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

a)Availability fo qualified preschool 1
2
3
teachers
b) Availability of support staff
3
2
2
c)Availability fo display facilities in 3
3
3
classroom
d)Availability fo outdoor play facilities
3
1
3
e)Availability fo adequate classroom 3
2
3
space
f)Availability fo ECE play/ Teachgni 3
3
3
learning material
g)esUof Technology /ICT in preschool
2
3
2
h) Availability of appropriate and graded 3
1
2
story books, rhymes, etc.
*Weightage : - Not at all – (0), Very Less – (1), to some extent (2), A lot (3)

RIE,
Mysuru

IIT
Nursery

3

3

3
2

2
2

2
1

2
2

2

2

0
2

1
2

Table 14 depicts the information on the various components related to the availability of
resources in the preschool. The majority of HMs responded that they have qualified preschool
teachers except RIE Ajmer. Majority of Headmaster/Headmistress responded that the
support staff was available in their preschools.
Regarding the display of materials in the classrooms, HM of RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and
Bhubaneswar responded that they have facilities for display in the classrooms. However, the
HM of RIE Mysuru and IIT nursery school felt that facilities for display (bulletin board, etc.)
in classroom was available to some extent.
The HMs of RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar responded that they have adequate availability of
outdoor play facilities. HM of RIE Mysuru and IIT Nursery said that to some extent they
have availability of outdoor play facilities to some extent. RIE, Bhopal Headmaster
responded that the availability of outdoor play facilities was found very less in their
preschool.
The Headmasters of RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar responded that they have adequate
classroom space in their preschool. RIE, Bhopal and IIT Nursery responded that to some
extent they have availability of adequate classroom space in their preschool. RIE Mysuru
Headmaster responded that they have very less classroom spaces as building is under
renovation and construction.
Majority of HM of RIE, Ajmer, Bhopal and Bhubaneswar responded that they have
availability of ECE play/TLM in their preschools. However, the HM of RIE Mysuru and IIT
Nursery School responded that to some extent they have availability of ECE play/TLM.
The HMs of RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar responded that to some extent they use
technology/ICT in preschool. In RIE, Bhopal the use technology/ICT in preschool is very
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much. In IIT Nursery, the use of ICT in the school is almost nil. However, HM of RIE,
Mysuru responded that the use of technology /ICT in their preschool was not found at all.
Majority of HM of preschools namely RIE, Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and IIT felt that they have
availability of appropriate and graded story books, rhymes etc. to some extent. In RIE Ajmer
Headmaster responded that availability of appropriate and graded story books rhymes are
very much in their preschool. However, in RIE Bhopal, the availability of appropriate and
graded story books, rhymes are very less which would not serve any purpose for children.
Highlight of results
During the visits, it was found that except IIT Nursery School, nowhere the availability
of graded story books and rhymes; the literacy area was not used the way it should be.

III- Parameter:School Management
Table 15– HM Perception on Teacher's Professional Development
S.
No.
(i)
(ii )

Items/Component
Teachers professional development in
accordance with teaching objectives
On-site supports to teachers

RIE,
Ajmer
3

RIE,
Bhopal
3

RIE,
Bhubaneswar
2

RIE,
Mysuru
2

IIT
Nursery
–

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

Updating teachers knowledge and 2
3
3
skills
* Weightage: - Not at all – (0), Very Less – (1), to some extent (2), A lot (3)
(iii)

Table 15 depicts the views of Headmaster/Headmistress about professional development of
teachers. HMs of RIE Ajmer and Bhopal responded that the professional development
activities of their preschool teachers are fully in accordance with the teaching objectives of
the preschool. However, the HMs of RIE Bhubaneswar and Mysuru felt that it was to some
extent to fulfill the objectives. While IIT Nursery HM did not provide information on this
aspect.
About onsite support to teachers, Headmaster/Headmistress of all the preschools except the
HM of RIE Ajmer responded that they used to provide on-site support to the preschool
teachers time to time. However, Headmaster of RIE Ajmer felt that they could do to some
extent in this area.
Updating teacher‟s knowledge and skills, majority of Headmaster/Headmistress responded
that they shared and interacted with the teachers for updating their knowledge and skills.
However, the Headmaster of RIE Ajmer felt that to some extent he could share the
possibilities with teacher for updating their knowledge and skills.
On the whole HMs expressed that the teachers of the preschools were subjected very well to
professional development activities.
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Table16-Perception of Head Teachers on School Management and Monitoring Process
S.
No.
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)

Item /Component
Teachers work according to the
preschool ECE objectives
Observation of teaching-learning
process
Provides suggestions in improve
teaching
Monitors children‟s activities

RIE,
Ajmer
3

RIE,
Bhopal
2

RIE,
Bhubaneswar
3

RIE,
Mysuru
3

IIT
Nursery
3

3

3

2

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

3

2

2

3

3

3

Monitors the relevance of classroom 2
3
2
activities vis-à-vis ECE objectives
*Weightage: - Not at all – (0), Very Less – (1), to some extent (2), A lot (3)
(v)

Table 16 depicts the results on school management related issue provided by
headmaster/headmistress.
All HMs except the Bhopal felt that the teachers work according to the preschool ECE
objectives. Whereas RIE, Bhopal headmaster responded that they work according to the
preschool ECE objectives to some extent.
All Headmaster/Headmistress except that of Bhubaneswar expressed that they observe
teaching learning process regularly in preschool classrooms. However, RIE, Bhubaneswar
Headmaster felt that to some extent he could observe the teaching-learning process, not on
the regular basis.
All the HMs of preschools responded that they regularly provided suggestions to preschool
teachers for how to improve the quality of teaching-learning.
Headmaster/Headmistress of RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and IIT Nursery responded that they
observe the young children‟s work regularly. However, HM of RIE Mysuru and
Bhubaneswar responded that they could monitor children‟s activities to some extent.
Headmasters/Headmistresses of RIE Bhopal, Mysuru and IIT Nursery school expressed that
they monitor the early classroom play activities in accordance with ECE objectives.
However, the HM of RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar felt that they monitor the relevance of
classroom activities vis-à-vis ECE objectives to some extent.
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Time spent by HM on Different Tasks/Activities
In order to collect in-depth information on management and monitoring process, few
questions were further asked from all the HMs. The main focus of these questions was
whether they devote time on monitoring process or not. Item-wise their responses were:
a) Internal administrative tasks including human resource/personnel issues, regulations,
reports, school budget and Time Table
Information depicts on the percentage of time Headmaster spent on the different tasks in
their preschools on the component regarding administrative tasks the HM of RIE, Ajmer
responded that had 20% time on the internal administrative task (including human
resource/personnel issues, regulations, reports, school budget, and time table. HM of RIE,
Bhubaneswar devoted 35% on this task. However, 80% time devoted by the HM of RIE,
Mysuru on the internal administrative task. No information was provided by IIT
preschool.
b) Curriculum and teaching-related tasks (including teaching, lesson preparation,
classroom observations, mentoring teachers)
On this component, the HM of RIE, Ajmer responded that 25% of time he spent on the
curricular related tasks. 30% of time is spent by HM of RIE, Bhubaneswar. In RIE,
Mysuru 60% of time is given by the HM on the curriculum and teaching-related tasks.
c) Representing the preschool at meetings at RIE’s/NCERT
On this component, the HM of RIE, Bhubaneswar responded that 15% time he spent on
meetings at RIE‟s/NCERT. HM of RIE, Mysuru responded that 100% of time she spent
on meetings at RIE‟s/NCERT. However, HM of RIE, Ajmer has not responded on this
statement.
d) Any other, acivitcaasksat done by HMs
The HM of RIE, Bhubaneswar responded that the 20% of time he spends on the CBSE
related follow up, dealing with public, local administrations, interaction with parents, etc.
However, HM of RIE Mysuru responded that every day she spent one hour in the
preschool and before going home teachers discuss daily schedule with her for at least 1 ½
hour.HM of RIE Ajmer, has not responded to this statement.
HM of RIE, Bhopal responded on all the tasks that the involvement was there as and
when needed. HM of IIT Nursery responded that she‟s involved on all the tasks
according to the need in their preschool.
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IV-Parameter: Teaching Learning Material and Use of Technology
Table 17 -Availability of Play Material in the Pre-Primary Schools
Component
a)Teacher
material
b) Supplied
Commercial
material

made

or

RIE,
Ajmer
No

RIE, Bhopal

RIE, Mysuru

IIT Nursery

Yes

RIE,
Bhubaneswar
*Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

*Yes

Yes

Yes

No

**Yes

Yes

No
c) Environmental No
material
(e.g.
pebbles,
leaves,
twigs, flowers etc.)
* not in sufficient quantity** using very often

Table 17indicates the results on the various components related to the play and learning
materials in the preschool collected by the investigator. In RIE Ajmer, there were only few
teachers- made -materials which were developed during the NCERT's training programme. In
RIE Bhopal, Mysuru and IIT Nursery School teacher made materials were available. In RIE,
Bhubaneswar teacher made materials were available but not sufficient to conduct activities.
In all the RIEs, except Ajmer readymade materials / commercial materials were available.
However, in RIE Bhubaneswar these materials were not in sufficient quantity. In IIT Nursery
school readymade materials or commercial materials were found available in sufficient
quantity.
In three RIEs (Ajmer, Bhopal and Bhubaneswar) out of four, teachers were not using
environmental materials for teaching and learning inside and beyond classroom activities.
However, in RIE Mysuru, teachers were using environmental materials very often while
doing activities, while IIT Nursery school could not used very often. In IIT Nursery school,
teachers were also using environmental materials during teaching-learning time inside and
beyond the classroom activities.
In all the pre-primary schools, teacher made material were not for all the domains; the
materials were not according to age and developmentally needs of children; the number of
teacher-made material was also not found sufficient. There was less material on literacy and
number concept.
Children using
teacher made
and
commercial
play materials
at RIE Bhopal
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Table 18 - Adequacy and Condition of Play Materials in Pre-primary Schools
Good
RIE, Ajmer

Condition of Material
Usable
Torn or Broken



Adequacy of Material
More than
Sufficient
Not
Sufficient
Sufficient


RIE, Bhopal





RIE, Bhubaneswar





RIE, Mysuru





IIT Nursery





Table 18depicts the condition and adequacy of play materials available in the preschools. In
one of the RIE's (RIE Ajmer), the play materials were found in good condition as all the
TLMs were kept in a closed almirah. It was during the investigator‟s visit, all the materials
has been taken out and kept on the shelves in the rooms and activity/ interest areas were
created in a separate activity room. In RIE Bhubaneswar very few and limited play materials
were available.
However, in other RIEs Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and IIT Nursery school, the play
materials were in usable condition though the TLM were very less in comparison to the
number of children.
It clearly depicts that the adequacy of materials in relation to number of children in the
sampled preschools. In all the RIEs, the materials were not sufficient except in IIT Nursery
school.
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Table 19-Play Material Easily Accessible (on open Shelves) and Shelves Labeled with
Words and Pictures
Criteria
Schools

Accessibility
Yes

RIE, Ajmer
RIE, Bhopal
RIE, Bhubaneswar
RIE, Mysuru
IIT Nursery

No

Labeled/Not Labeled
Labeled




Not labeled












Table 19depicts the results on the „accessibility and nature of play material (Labeled or Not
Labeled)on the open shelves. In RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar the shelves were not accessible
while in IIT Nursery School, Mysuru and Bhopal they were easy accessible. The labeling as
print on the shelves was not very appropriately done in any of the preschools. Although in IIT
Nursery School, Mysuru, Bhopal print/labeling was done but no efforts to draw children‟s
attention towards print. Bhubaneswar used the print on their chart, display but no effort was
done to draw children‟s attention towards the print or how to use the print while taking out
the play materials and keeping back the material on the basis of labeling and pictures.
Teachers did not have understanding on how to use the print material in the classroom to
enhance children’s emergent and early literacy. There was no display of sight words or
words walls.

Play materials kept in closed at RIE Bhubaneswar

Play materials kept in low open shelves at RIE Bhopal
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Table 20-Literacy Materials and their Availability for Display
S.No

Items/ Criteria

Category
Rating

Story Books

Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed

a)

or

RIE,
Ajmer

c)

d)

Information
Books

Graded
/Leveled
Picture /Story
Books
Children’s
Magazines

e)

Word Wall

f)

Literacy
manipulatives
material

g)

Literacy
related charts
(Alphabet
,numbers,
objects/ sounds,
Print tags on
objects )

Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed
Not Available
Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed
Not Available
Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed
Not Available
Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed
Not Available
Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed
Not Available
Available but
not displayed
Available and
displayed
Not Available

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru

IIT
Nursery
School










Not Available
b)

RIE,
Bhopal























































Table 20depicts the results on the various components related to the literacy materials
availability and their display in the sampled preschools. In RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar
story books were available and also displayed (but not age appropriate). In RIE Bhubaneswar
only three books were displayed and that too were not developmentally appropriate for
children. In RIE, Mysuru, the story books were available but not displayed due to space issue.
In IIT Nursery, story books were available and displayed. There was separate library in IIT
Nursery where books were available and used by children very often (but in library of IIT,
books were kept on the high office type racks; not attractively displayed).
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In all the RIEs including the IIT Nursery school, the information books were not available.
The graded series /leveled picture /story books were not made available in any of the RIE's
preschools; however, in IIT Nursery the graded series/ leveled story/ pictures books were
available. In all the RIEs including IIT Nursery school children‟s magazines were not
available. In all the RIEs and IIT Nursery School the word wall was not available or
maintained.
Literacy related manipulative materials were available in RIE Ajmer but kept in closed
almirah (Teacher were not even aware of material and no idea of how to use it). In RIE
Bhopal, literacy manipulative materials were available and displayed (although few in
numbers). In RIE, Bhubaneswar and RIE Mysuru, the literacy materials were available but
not displayed. In IIT Nursery literacy manipulative materials were available but also not
displayed.
In RIE Bhopal, Mysuru and Bhubaneswar literacy related charts were available and
displayed. However, in RIE Ajmer, literacy related charts were not available. In IIT Nursery
literacy related charts were available and displayed.
In all the RIEs and IIT Nursery School, teaching phonics was limited to the initial sounds of
words or letter sounds only. Teachers did not have any idea how to plan a reading readiness
/writing readiness program.
In most of the RIEs and IIT Nursery School books were available but not displayed. On the
other hand literacy manipulative material and literacy charts were available and also
displayed. In most of the RIEs and IIT Nursery other essential literacy materials were not
available.
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Table 21-Availability and Use of Technology /ICT
S.No

Items/
Components

Category
Rating

Smart Boards

Available
but
not displayed
Available
and
displayed
Not Available

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

Television

Computers

Camera

Audio
Material

or

RIE,
Ajmer





Available
but
not displayed
Available
and
displayed
Not Available

*

Available
but
not displayed
Available
and
displayed
Not Available

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru

IIT
Nursery
School











Available
but
not displayed
Available
and
displayed
Not Available

Available
but
not displayed
Available
and
displayed
Not Available

RIE,
Bhopal









*



*




















* For Office use only

Table 21depicts the results on various items/ components related to the „availability and use
of technology/ ICT in preschools‟. In RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and Mysuru smart boards were not
made available. In RIE Bhopal, the proposal has been given for smart boards. However, in
RIE Bhubaneswar smart board was available and displayed in the classroom.
In RIE Ajmer, television (LCD) was available and displayed. In other RIEs including the IIT
Nursery, television was not available.
In RIE Ajmer and Bhopal, computer was made available and displayed but used only for
office purpose. However, in RIE Bhubaneswar and Mysuru computer was not available. In
IIT Nursery school, one computer was there but for office use only.
In all the RIEs including the IIT Nursery School no camera was available. Teachers use their
own mobile phones for capturing the photos and videos of the children. In RIE Bhopal,
CCTV camera was present at the entrance of the preschool for security purpose.
In RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and Mysuru no audio material was available. In RIE Bhopal, audio
material (e.g. speaker with Bluetooth) was available but not displayed. In IIT Nursery School,
no audio material was available.
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In order to cross check and triangulate the data, teachers were further probed on different
aspects under this parameter. Their responses were given below:
3.1) Do you have adequate technological support in classroom Yes / No?
Information depicts the use of technology in preschools. No RIEs and IIT Nursery has
adequate technological support. At RIE, Bhopal and Mysuru, music system was available and
used. At RIE Bhubaneswar smart board was used in pre-primary classroom.
3.2-3.3) Do you develop TLM for every concept / theme? Yes / No. If yes what type of
dominoes, puzzles, flash cards and story books you developed?
All the RIEs and IIT Nursery develop TLM for every concept, only one teacher at RIE Ajmer
said that she need training in this area. The TLM used at all preschools were dominos of
number, shapes, colours, alphabets, body parts, fruits and vegetable; animals and transport
puzzles ,flash card related to all themes, seraition cards and picture reading books were used
and developed by the teachers.
3.4) Do you have adequate play material for every child? Yes / No.
RIE Ajmer and IIT Nursery have adequate play materials. At RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and
Mysuru play material were not adequate.
3.5) What types/ kinds of play material do you have in the classroom?
At RIE Ajmer, threats and thread, toys, vehicles, doctor set was used as play material. At RIE
Bhopal, building block, puppet, kitchen set, soft toys were used at play material. The play
materials used at RIE Bhubaneswar includes blocks, alphabet, beads, and wooden block. At
RIE Mysuru, blocks, puzzles, magnetic board were the play materials used. At IIT Nursery,
clay, dominoes, seeds, puppets, flash cards, were used as play material.
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Table 22- Specific Materials for Children with Special needs
S.
No.
1.

Items

RIE Ajmer

RIE Bhopal

RIE
Bhubaneswar
Yes
(Polio)

Do you have children
with special needs in
your classroom?

No

No

a)

If yes, do you use the
same material for
them? Name them

Same
material

Same
material

No idea how to
create material

b)

Have you adapted
some materials based
on their needs?

No

No

No

RIE
Mysuru
Yes
(Hearing
impaired and
autistic)
Same
material, no
exclusive
material)
No

IIT
No

-

No

Table 22 depicts the information given by preschool teachers about children with special
needs. In RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and IIT Nursery school there were no special need children. In
RIE Bhubaneswar there was one child with special need (Polio). Teachers of RIE
Bhubaneswar have no knowledge about how to look after the special need children. There
was no specific play material and seating arrangement for special group children (polio
affected child).At RIE Mysuru, there were two special need children: one was hearing
impaired and other was autistic. The teachers were using the same material with these
children also. Teachers were not trained to handle such children.
Most of the teachers had the view that focused and need based training is required on various
aspects such as ‘development of teaching-learning material’, how to use the material and
how to do assessment and reporting to parents.
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Table 23- Self Assessment of Teachers on Play and Learning Materials
2

Play and Learning Material

a

Develop 'Teacher made material'
according to concepts and needs

b

Keep materials duly labeled and
organized on low shelves labeled
with pictures
Have sufficient material to suit the
no. of children in class
Have sufficient material for each
concept/ skill
Rotate the material in the interest
areas often
Display material in an organized
manner
Keep materials and furnishings
clean and disinfected
Engage children to keep material
back at designated space after play

c
d
e
f
g
h

Total

Ajmer (n=2 )
Yes N
D
o
K

NA

2

Mysuru (n=2)
Yes No DK

NA

2

2

Bhubaneswar (n=2)
Yes N
D
NA
o
K

Bhopal (n=3)
Yes No
DK

2

3

2

2

N
A

IIT Nursery School (n=7)
Yes No
D
NA
K
7

3

4

2

1

1

2

2

2

3

5

1

2

2

2

3

5

2

2

3

7

3

7

3

7

3

7

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

1

2

2

2

14

2

0

0

12

0

0

4

9

1

4

1

2

21

3

0

0

49

5

0

2

n=16 (Total No. of Teachers), DK= Don’t Know, NA= Not applicable
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In order to further probe on the issue related to play and learning material, teacher‟s self
assessment was done by using various questions and these were rated on four point scale
(Yes, No, Don‟t Know and Not applicable). This was done to collect the authentic data on
this aspect. Table 23depicts the results on „teacher‟s self-assessment on various statements
/questions related to „Play and Learning Material‟ and their role in play related activities.
Majority of the teachers in four RIEs have responded that they provide play and learning
materials to all the children. However, two teachers from RIE Ajmer mentioned that they
were not able to keep the materials duly labeled and organised with pictures. In RIE Mysuru,
keeping the materials duly labeled and organized and rotation of the material in the interest
areas were not applicable in their classrooms because of the lack of the space in the
classroom (as presently the preschool runs in the staff quarters, which is not ideal for
preschool). In RIE Bhubaneswar, the sampled teachers don‟t have sufficient material to suit
the number of children in classrooms and also they don‟t have sufficient material for each
concept. In RIE Bhubaneswar, one teacher out of two, doesn‟t know how to keep the
materials and furnishings clean and disinfected. In RIE Bhopal, all the three teachers were not
keeping the materials duly labeled and organized.
In IIT Nursery school the two teachers out of seven were not keeping the materials duly
labeled and organized. One teacher from IIT nursery school mentioned that no sufficient
material available to suit the number of children in class. Two teachers from IIT nursery have
no sufficient material for every concept/ skill.
The results of teachers of self assessment clearly depicted that RIE Bhubaneswar teachers
could not be able to handle play and learning material as per the need of children followed
by Mysuru, Ajmer and IIT Nursery School, while RIE Bhopal could manage the most
appropriately out of the five sampled preschools.
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V- Parameter- Curriculum and Pedagogy: teaching learning process and
assessment
Table 24-Observation of Teaching Learning Strategies and Classroom Processes
S.
No.
a.
b.

c.

d.

e.
f.
g.

Item/Component

Easy to understand
(e.g. concepts)
Clarity on concepts

Age
and
Developmentally
appropriate practices
Observation
of
Children‟s play and
recording
of
observations
Use
of
thematic
approach
Child
initiated
activities
Teacherinitiated
activities

RIE
Ajmer
Yes / No
Yes

RIE Bhopal
Yes / No

RIE Mysuru
Yes / No

IIT Nursery
Yes / No

Yes

RIE
Bhubaneswar
Yes / No
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Table 24 depicts the results on various items/ components related to the „teaching-learning
strategies and classroom processes‟ observed by the investigator.
In all the RIEs including the IIT Nursery school, the concepts transacted in the classroom
were easy to understand and had clarity to children.
In RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar and Mysuru preschools, teachers need more guidance in
improving the age and developmentally appropriate practices. In RIE, Bhopal teachers were
using age and developmentally practices but not all the activities and worksheets were
designed according to age and developmentally appropriate. In IIT Nursery, age and
developmentally appropriate practices were used properly.
In RIE Ajmer and Mysuru teachers were not observing the children‟s play and they don‟t
have idea of recording and reporting observations (Although Ajmer has developed portfolios
for each child but no idea of how to interpret it and use it for reporting purpose). In RIE
Bhopal, teachers were observing the children‟s play and recording them but they need more
clarity and guidance in observation, method of observation and assessment. In RIE
Bhubaneswar, to some extent teachers were observing the children‟s play and recording them
but not in detail. Teachers of IIT Nursery were also taking observation and recording them.
All the preschools were using the thematic approach in classroom transaction.
In RIE Ajmer there were more teacher-initiated activities and no child initiated activities.
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Teachers of RIE Ajmer need to have frequent guidance on developing a balanced programme
and implementing in the classroom. In RIE Bhopal and RIE Bhubaneswar, both child and
teacher initiated activities were happening but the child initiated activities were very less.
In IIT Nursery also there were more teacher-initiated activities and no child initiated
activities.

Highlight of results





The IIT Nursery School and all the four RIEs need to learn about ways of
observation, assessment, recording and reporting.
All the RIEs and IIT Nursery need to review and develop their child‟s profile
(report card) and develop portfolio for each child.
Except RIE Bhopal and IIT Nursery School, teachers of others RIEs could
not follow age and developmentally appropriate practices.
RIE Ajmer and IIT Nursery School could not be able to manage child
initiated activities.
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Table 25- Engagement Level of Children across Day’s Routine
S.
No.
a.

b.
c.

Criteria

RIE, Ajmer

Children appear happy 1
and enjoy to play with
learning material
Children show curiosity 2
in working with material
Engage in free play in interest area

RIE, Bhopal

RIE,
Mysuru

IIT, Nursery

2

RIE,
Bhubanes
war
2

2

2

2

0

2

2

 Dramatic Area

2

*1

**0

***0

 Library

2

0

-

-

-

 Block building

2

-

-

-

2

 Manipulative

2

-

-

-

-

Children
express 2
2
2
themselves confidently
Children choose which 2
0
0
e.
interest areas to attend
and how long to stay
there
Children listen carefully 2
2
2
f.
to the teacher and
understand
the
instructions
*Doll area ** No well defined Interest area *** No activity / interest areas
d.

1

2

1

0

1

2

2

Weightage : 3 point rating scale i.e. Mostly (2)/ Sometimes (1) / Not at all ( 0)
Table 25depicts the results „on the basis of investigator responded to various components
related to the engagement level of children across day‟s routine‟.
In RIE Ajmer, sometimes children were found playing with learning material. In RIE Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar and Mysuru most of the time children were appearing happy and enjoy playing
with learning materials. In IIT Nursery also children were appearing happy and enjoying with
learning materials.
In RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and Mysuru most of the time children were showing curiosity in
working with materials. However, in RIE Bhubaneswar there was no accessibility of play
materials; it was closed and kept in a cupboard.
In RIE Ajmer (activity areas were created by the investigator at Ajmer and play in interest
area become possible) mostly children were engaged in free play in interest areas like
dramatic, mini library, block building and manipulative. In RIE Bhopal, dramatic and dolls
area were not much organised. No literacy/ library were created. On the day of observation
not much play had been observed in the interest areas at Bhopal. In RIE Bhubaneswar there
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were no well-defined interest areas. In RIE Mysuru, there were no activity/ interest areas. In
IIT Nursery children were engaged more in block building and sometimes in dramatic area.
In all the RIEs children were able to express themselves confidently. However, in IIT.
Nursery children were also able to express themselves but not all the time.In IIT Nursery,
children were sometimes able to choose which interest areas to attend and how long to stay.
In RIE Ajmer, children were able to choose which interest areas to attend and how long to
stay while RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru children were not able to choose which
interest areas to attend and how long to stay. IIT Nursery School children were able to do
sometimes these activities.
In all the RIEs including IIT Nursery, children were listening carefully to the teacher and
understanding the instructions. Self –discipline activities and choice time (such as free play
and interest /activity areas) need to be taken care of.
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Table 26 - Perception of HM on components of Teaching- Learning Process that need
Improvement
Items (Facilitating Factors)

RIE,
Ajmer

RIE,
Bhopal

RIE,
Bhubaneswar

RIE,
Mysuru

IIT Nursery

a) tlannorrs ElmiorlselC

2

2

2

2

2

b)display of materials

3

2

2

2

1

c)sne rf aaCeoialn

4

2

2

4

2

d) Teachilg geaolilgStrategies

3

3

2

4

2

e) nnennselC
dioilg
Teachilg
geaolilgProcess
f)thildoelin aaoCiciraCirl during
Teaching Learning Process
g) organization of activities

4

3

1

4

2

4

3

2

4

2

4

2

2

4

2

h) recording procedures

4

2

1

2

2

i) gerroCilgProcedures

4

2

1

2

2

j) Well trained and passionate to
work with children
k) Regular and Punctual

1

2

2

1

1

1

2

1

1

2

1

2

2
2
l) Participate and Co-operation of 2
parent in teaching-learning process
*Weightage : - Not at all – (4), Very Less – (3), To some extent (2), A lot (1)

Table 26depicts the „opinions of Headmaster/Headmistress to what extent the components
related to teaching learning process need improvement‟.
The HMs of all the RIEs and HM of IIT Nursery, responded that, to some extent the
classroom environment of their preschools need improvement.
The HM of RIE Ajmer, responded that the display of classroom in their preschool need little
improvement and the HMs of other RIEs answered that to some extent the display of
classrooms need improvement. The HM of IIT Nursery responded that the display in their
classrooms needs many improvements.
The HMs of RIE Ajmer and RIE Mysuru responded that they need no improvement in use of
materials. The HMs of RIE Bhopal and Bhubaneswar answered that to some extent they need
improvement in the use of materials in their classrooms. HM of IIT also responded that to
some extent they need improvement in the use of materials.
The HMs of RIE Ajmer and RIE Bhopal responded that they need little improvement in
teaching learning strategies. RIE Bhubaneswar answered that to some extent they need
improvement and RIE Mysuru responded that there was no need of improvement in teaching
learning strategies in their preschool. HM of IIT nursery said that to some extent they need
improvement in teaching learning strategies
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HMs of RIE Ajmer and RIE Mysuru responded that they need no improvement in assessment
and children‟s participation during teaching learning process. HM of RIE Bhopal responded
that they need little improvement in assessment and children‟s participation during teaching
learning process. HM of RIE Bhubaneswar responded that they need very much improvement
in assessment process and felt that to some extent they need improvement in children‟s
participation during activities. HM of IIT Nursery answered that to some extent they need
improvement in assessment and children‟s participation during teaching learning process.
HM of RIE Ajmer responded that the organization of activities, recording and reporting
procedures need no improvement.
HM of RIE Bhopal responded that to some extent they need improvement in the organization
of activities, recording and reporting procedures.
HM of RIE Bhubaneswar responded that to some extent they need improvement in
organization of activities and need very much improvement in recording and reporting
procedures.
HM of RIE Mysuru responded that they need no improvement in organization of activities
and to some extent they need improvement in the recording and reporting procedures.
HM of RIE IIT Nursery responded that to some extent they need improvement in the
organization of activities, recording and reporting procedures.
RIE Ajmer, RIE Mysuru& IIT Nursery Headmaster/headmistress responded that teachers
need lot of improvement in training and passionate to work with children.HM of RIE, Bhopal
and Bhubaneswar felt that to some extent teachers need improvement in training and
passionate to work with children.
HM of RIE Ajmer, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru responded that the teachers need lot of
improvement to being regular and punctual. RIE Bhopal and IIT Nursery HMs responded that
to some extent teachers need improvement to being regular and punctual.
RIE Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and IIT Nursery Headmaster/headmistress responded that
to some extent teachers need improvement in participating and cooperating with parents in
enhancing teaching-learning process. However, RIE Mysuru HM responded their preschool
teachers need lots of improvement in the same.

Highlight of Results
With reference to HMs views on ECE, it is to noted that HMs of DM Schools had no
involvement in the functioning of preschool (only Mysuru had ECE coordinator as
HM) except Headmistress of IIT Nursery School, as IIT Nursery School is an
independent preschool with seven teachers, seven helpers and one exclusive
Headmistress (all are trained in ECE). All RIE‟s preschools were running on project
basis and with no in-charge or headmistress. In RIEs there was an ECE coordinator
who‟s also a faculty with department of education looked after the pre-primary
school.
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In order to organise a balance day plan, teachers were interviewed on the following aspects.
2.1 How do you organise a balance day plan?
Information represents the planning and preparation of day schedule by teacher.
a) Time slots (mention the time period)
b) Active vs. Quiet play
c) Indoor vs. Outdoor activities
d) Structured and Free
e) Individual/Small/ Large group activities
Time slot at RIE Ajmer was 15-20 minutes; RIE Bhopal 20 minutes; RIE Mysuru 20-30
minutes and IIT Nursery it was 15-30 minutes, information not available at RIE
Bhubaneswar.
In RIE Ajmer quiet play was done before lunch and active play after lunch. In RIE Bhopal
1½ hours was for active play and for 1 hour quiet play was devoted. At RIE Bhubaneswar 1015 minutes were given for active and also for quiet play. RIE Mysuru teachers don‟t plan for
such play and at IIT Nursery; 15-20 minutes were given for each play activity.
Outdoor and indoor activities were performed on alternate days at RIE Ajmer. At RIE Bhopal
2½ for indoor and 1½ hour for outdoor activities were given. At RIE Bhubaneswar, 15
minutes for indoor and 20 minutes for outdoor activities were given. No information
available at RIE Mysuru. IIT Nursery provides 30 minutes outdoor activities every day.
RIE Ajmer decides structured and free play depending on the theme. RIE Bhopal provides 2
hours of structured and 1 hour of free play every day. At RIE Bhubaneswar 10 minutes were
given for structured play and 20 minutes for free play. RIE Mysuru doesn‟t plan the exact
time. IIT Nursery provide structured and free play according to the interests of children
(usually it was 15 minutes each).
At RIE Ajmer individual activities were performed more than small group activities. At RIE
Bhopal individual activities were performed for 15-20 minutes, small group for 30-60
minutes, and large group for one hour. At RIE Bhubaneswar individual activities slot for 15
minutes and 10 minutes for group activities. Information is not available at RIE Mysuru. IIT
Nursery performs mostly group activities.
Highlights of Results
It was found that almost all the teachers of sampled schools were not clear how
much timing needs to devote on active/ quite play indoor and outdoor activities,
individual and group activities.
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In order to understand the planning and preparation of classroom activities, teachers were
interviewed on following aspects.
2.2) Do you discuss with fellow teachers while planning a lesson Yes/ No. If yes How do you
go about it?
2.3) How much time do you provide for free play?
2.4) Do you think the Labels on shelves, toys, Learning material promote emergent literacy?
All the preschool teachers at all RIEs and IIT Nursery School discuss and plan with fellow
teachers while planning the lessons. Preschool teachers discuss about themes and activities
for the day, week and month. RIE Mysuru and IIT Nursery teachers discuss with ECE
coordinator and HM respectively, while planning a theme unit/lesson.
RIE Ajmer responded that they don‟t have appropriate place and child friendly equipments
for conducting free play. RIE Bhopal and RIE Bhubaneswar provide 15-25 minutes for free
play. RIE Mysuru provides 10-20 minutes and IIT Nursery provides 10-30 minutes.
On discussing about labeling on shelves, all the RIE preschool teachers responded that it
helps in promoting emergent literacy. Sight reading encourages the child to learn language
and helps children in recognise logos and names.
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In order to understand the children’s observation and assessment practices followed by the
teachers, teachers were interviewed on following aspects.
6.1 How often do you observe children’s work/performance?
6.2 How do you record and maintain children’s performance?
6.3 How do you communicate children’s progress and performance with parents?
6.4 Any specific comments/suggestions in this area?
At RIE Ajmer, preschool teacher assessed children‟s performance weekly and monthly. RIE
Bhopal preschool teachers responded that they did assessment during large and small group
activities. Preschool teachers of RIE Bhubaneswar assessed children‟s performance during
circle time and free play. At IIT Nursery preschool teachers assessed children on daily basis
and make anecdotal records.
At RIE Ajmer, assessment was recorded through observation sheet and worksheets. At RIE
Bhopal, assessment was recorded through portfolio, checklist and observation. At RIE
Bhubaneswar portfolio, checklist, diary and personal records were found the methods of
assessment. At IIT Nursery assessment was recorded in profile register and remarks was
given on worksheets.
At all RIEs and IIT Nursery children’s progress was communicated through PTM. At RIE
Bhopal along with PTM, personal communication with parents was also done through
telephonically and by sending letters to parents. At IIT Nursery children‟s progress was
communicated in PTM, during drop and pick up time and also through diary note.
RIE Ajmer, preschool teachers need guidance that how to develop checklist for children‟s
performance. RIE Bhopal preschool teachers also need more focused assessment methods
and homogeneous and standard report cards need to be developed.
Almost all the teacher agreed that assessment practices followed in preschool has been a
difficult area and they needed guidance and academic support.
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Table 27- Self Assessment of Pre-primary Teachers on Transactional Strategies

3

A

Transactional
Strategies

Plan a variety of age
and developmentally
appropriate activities

Develop monthly,
weekly, daily plan
C Get well prepared for
daily activities
D Show patience and
understanding while
playing with children
E Show genuine interest
in children
F Collect materials in
advance
G Organise small group,
large group activities
and have a balanced
daily schedule
H Observe and maintain
records and files of
each child in orderly
manner
I Use appropriate and
positive discipline
J Interact appropriately
with children at all
times
B

Ajmer (n=2)
Yes

No

Mysore (n=2)
DK

NA

Yes

No

DK

NA

Bhubaneswar (n=2)

Bhopal (n=3)

Yes

Ye
s

No

DK

NA

N
o

D
K

IIT (n=7)
NA

Yes

2

2

2

3

7

2

2

2

3

6

2

2

2

3

7

2

2

2

3

7

2

2

2

3

7

3

7

3

7

2
2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

3

7

2

2

2

3

6

2

3

No

DK

NA

1

6

1
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K Capable in using
checklists, anecdotal,
individual child
portfolio
L Communicate with
families about their
child's assessment
Engage
all my children
M
in classroom activities
N Use appropriate
transitions between
activities
O Provide child initiated
activities
Total

2

2

1

2

2

1

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

2

22

8

0

0

30

0

0

0

26

3

1

7

3

7

3

7
3

4

3
3

0

0

36

2

7
9

0

0

99

4

0

0

n=16 (Total No. of Teachers), DK= Don’t Know, NA= Not applicable
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In order to triangulate the data on the use of transactional strategies, the investigator collected
the data from various sources i.e. HM, observation and teachers by research team. Apart from
these, teachers self assessment on various components related to transactional strategies were
also done. Table 27depicts results on the basis of teachers self-assessment rating on various
statements related to „transactional strategies‟. Majority of the teachers in four RIEs and
including IIT Nursery have responded that they provide effective transactional strategies to
the children. However, two selected teachers from RIE Ajmer said that they don‟t collect
materials for children in advance. They don‟t observe and maintain records and files of each
child. They also are not capable in using checklists, anecdotal and child portfolio of each
child. They don‟t communicate with families about their children‟s assessment. In RIE,
Bhubaneswar both the sampled teachers don‟t collect materials in advance for classroom
activities. In Bhubaneswar one sampled teacher said that she wasn‟t communicate with
families about their child‟s assessment. In RIE Bhopal, all the sampled teachers responded
that they don‟t observe and maintain records files of each child in orderly manner, they also
don‟t communicate with families about their child‟s assessment. Teachers from RIE,
Bhubaneswar said that they don‟t use appropriate transitions between activities. In IIT
Nursery school, one teacher out of seven responded that she do not develop monthly, weekly
and daily plan and not interact appropriately with children at all the times. Two teachers out
of seven sampled teachers in IIT do not use appropriate transitions between activities.
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VI - Parameter: Social Context of Children
In order to understand children‟s participation in classroom and beyond classroom activities
in terms of decision making, engagement in activities, social skills, appropriate transitions
and Parent /family involvement were minutely observed by the investigator through personal
visit on observation proforma.
Table 28- Social context of children
S.
No.
1.

Item/ Component
Children’s Role in Decision
making: Choice time
given
during free indoor play



2.

3.

4.

5.

Cleanup time for the
reasonable choice

RIE Ajmer

RIE
Bhopal

RIE
Bhubaneswar

RIE
Mysuru

IIT,
Nursery

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

Yes

No
No

No
Yes

No
Yes

No
Yes

Yes
Yes

No

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

Choices given during
transition times

Participation
and
Engagement of All Children
in classroom activities
Social
skills
promoted
through
activities
(e.g.,
Sharing, Waiting for one’s
own turn )
Appropriate
Transitions
(From one activity to another
)
Parent /Family involvement
: Monthly
parent
letter
 Regular PTMs



Parent Conferences/
Mela
Balmela

Table 28depicts the results on the basis of investigator observation on various components
related to social context of children. In all the RIEs except RIE Bhubaneswar choice time was
given to the children during free indoor play. In RIE Bhopal, as the play learning material
was less, it becomes difficult to create interest areas and provide choice time. In all the RIEs
no cleanup time was given to the children for the reasonable choice. In all the RIEs no
choices were given during transition time. In IIT Nursery, choice time was given to the
children during free indoor play and transition time. Cleanup time was also given for the
reasonable choice.
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In RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and RIE Mysuru, children were participating and engaging in
all classroom activities. In RIE Ajmer the engagement and participating level of children in
classroom activities was not very much. In IIT Nursery school, children were also
participating and engaging in all classroom activities
In RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and RIE Mysuru, teachers were performing activities with
children through which social skills were promoted. In RIE Ajmer, no activities were planned
for social and emotional development. In IIT Nursery school, teachers were also enhancing
the social skills of children through activities.
In all the RIEs including IIT Nursery there was no appropriate transitions from one activity
to another. Most of the teachers don’t have knowledge about transitional activities.
In RIE Bhopal and Mysuru, parent letter was given to parents every month. However, in RIE
Ajmer and RIE Bhubaneswar no parent letter was given. In IIT Nursery also parent letter was
written by the teachers.
There were no regular PTMs in RIE Ajmer, Bhopal and Bhubaneswar. In IIT Nursery,
regular PTM has been conducted.
In all the preschools there were no Parent‟s conferences and BalMela.

Highlights of Results






According to teachers in RIE Bhubaneswar, they talked to the parents when they come to
drop/pick their wards at preschool.
In RIE Mysuru PTM happen every month and Saturdays used to open for parents.
In RIE Ajmer, there was no interaction of teacher-parent except PTM i.e. also once in two
months. In RIE Bhopal, PTM happened only once in two months. In RIE Bhubaneswar no
PTM has been organised since July 2017 till October 2017.
In RIE Bhopal, “Grand Parents day” was celebrated. During festival celebrations in IIT
Nursery some parents voluntarily involved.
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VII - Parameter: Planning and Preparation
Table 29-Self Assessment of Teachers on Physical Environment

2

2 3

2

2

3

2

2

6

2

2

7

2

7

Arrange work spaces for
Table no. activities in a
small group
Provide circle time on daily
basis
Understand by what 'circle
time' actually mean

2

3

2

3

2

2

7

2

3

2

2

7

Display the daily schedule
of my programme with
picture
Display the classrooms rules
with pictures
Use print/labels on my
charts/display
Draw children's attention
towards print
Use technology to support
my programme
Total

2

3

2

3

i
j
k
l

2

1

5

2

4

2

2

2

2

3

2

2

7

2

3

2

1

7

2

3

1

1

2

2

5

19

1

71

12

20

2

0

2 27

9 0

0

0

0

19

0

7

e

h

0

7
2

2

No

Yes

NA

No

Dk

Yes

NA

No

DK

2

Provide opportunities for
outdoor play on daily basis

g

3

IIT
Nursery
School(n=7)

d

f

2

Yes

3

RIE Mysuru(n=3)

NA

c

RIE
Bhubaneswar(n=2
)

DK

b

NA

2

No
DK

Provide attractive, warm,
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Table 29depicts results on the basis of „teachers self-assessment rating on various statements
related to „physical environment‟ of their classroom and their role in maintaining an
atmosphere for early learning among children‟. Majority of the teachers in four RIEs and IIT
nursery school have responded that they maintained an atmosphere for early learning in the
classrooms. However, two teachers from RIE Ajmer said that they do not provide
opportunities for outdoor play on daily basis. In RIE Mysuru, interest/ activity areas with free
choice for children was not provided by teachers. Three sampled teachers in RIE Bhopal feels
that they do not display chart/ theme board/ children's work at eye level of children. In RIE
Bhubaneswar, technology was not used to support programme by one out of two sampled
teachers. In IIT nursery school, as depicted in the table the activities like display of chart/
theme board/ children's work at eye level of children (1 teacher) , display of the daily
schedule programme with pictures (2 teachers), display of the classroom rules with pictures
(4teachers) and use of technology (5 teachers)activities were not undertaken by the teachers.
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VIII-Parameter: Interest Area
In order to collect information regarding the „interest areas‟ at preschools, teachers were
interviewed on the following aspects:

5.1) What are defined interest areas you've in your classroom?
5.2 ) What do you observe children's play in these interest areas?
5.3 )How much time do children spend in interest areas?
RIE Ajmer has puppet area, literacy area, manipulative area, toy/play area and dramatic area.
RIE Bhopal have literacy area block building area, manipulative area dramatic area and
science area. RIE Bhubaneswar has block area, literacy area, music area and play area. IIT
Nursery has reading area, puppet show area, soft toy area, puzzle area, block building area
and kitchen toy area but many of these are not well defined areas.

Teachers of RIE Ajmer said that when children were in interest area they observe how
children were helping each other, in what material they were taking more interest and how
children were enjoying. Teachers of RIE Bhopal responded that they observe what children
were doing, which material they were using and whether they were sharing materials with
their friends or not.
Teachers of RIE Bhubaneswar responded that they observe whether children were enjoying
or not and which material they were using. Teachers of IIT Nursery school responded that
they observed the children silently and observed how they were interacting and what they
were doing. Teachers of RIE Mysuru were no responded on this component.
Two Teachers of RIE Ajmer responded that children spend 10-15 minutes in the interest area
and other two responded that most of the time children spend their time in interest area.
Teachers of RIE Bhopal and IIT Nursery school responded that 15-30 minutes children spend
in the interest area. In RIE Bhubaneswar 30 minutes were spent by children in interest area.
Teachers of RIE Mysuru gave no response to this component.
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IX-Parameter: Parents /Family Involvement
In order to collect information regarding the „„involvement of parents in preschool‟, teachers
were interviewed on the following aspects:
7.1 Do you involve parents to participate in children's activities? Yes/ No
If yes, how?
7.2 Do you inform parents about children's progress/activities? Yes/ No
If yes, how?
7.3 Do you organize Parent- Teacher Meetings?

Yes/ No

a) If yes, How often?
b) How do you coordinate the Parent Teacher Meeting?
7.4 Do you inform parents about the theme-based monthly programme/curriculum and its
relationships to children's development? Yes/No
a) If yes, how?
b) If no, give reasons
7.5 Do you interact informally with parents about the children's activities? Yes/ No
If yes, how?
RIE Ajmer, Bhopal, Mysuru and IIT Nursery teachers responded that they involve parents to
participate in children‟s activities. RIE Bhubaneswar responded that they did not involve
parents to participate in children‟s activities. RIE Bhopal involves parents in activity like
making family tree and on grandparent‟s day celebrations. RIE Mysuru involves parents in
birthday celebrations and on exhibition. IIT Nursery involves parents during festival
celebrations and on special occasions.
All the four RIEs and IIT Nursery preschool teachers inform parents about their child‟s
progress through PTM, write note in diary and through phone also.
PTM was organised in all four RIE‟s and IIT Nursery. RIE Ajmer Bhopal and IIT Nursery
organise PTM once in two months, RIE Bhubaneswar organise PTM once in 3 months, RIE
Mysuru organise on second Saturday of every month.
RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and IIT Nursery school informed parents about the theme-based
monthly activity program; however teachers from RIE Ajmer responded that they did not
inform parents about the theme-based monthly programme. One teacher from RIE Mysuru
responded that she did not inform about the theme based program however, another teacher
responded that they inform the parents about the curriculum and theme based programme.
Teachers of RIE Bhopal and IIT Nursery School said that they give copy of syllabus to the
parents. The teachers of RIE Ajmer gave reason that parents do not corporate.
RIE Ajmer interacts with parents informally by calling them and during drop and pick up
time. RIE Mysuru and IIT Nursery teachers also interact informally during drop and pick up
time. RIE Bhubaneswar has no responded to this component.
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Table 30- Parents/Families Involvement
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Table 30 depicts results on the basis of „teacher‟s self-assessment rating on various
statements related to „parents/families involvement‟. Majority of the teachers in four RIEs
and IIT nursery showed the healthy parents / family‟s involvement in the preschools.
However, in all four RIEs the communication about children‟s progress and parent‟s
involvement in ECE programme needs to be looked into. Two selected teachers from RIE
Ajmer said that they don‟t celebrate grandparent‟s day and they don‟t send monthly
programme letter to every family. In RIE Mysuru, teachers also said that they did not
celebrate grandparent‟s day in preschool. In RIE Bhubaneswar, the teachers also showed the
same results like RIE Ajmer. They also did not conduct parent teacher meeting every month.
RIE Bhopal teacher‟s showed the same results of parents/families involvement like RIE,
Ajmer. In IIT Nursery school, six teachers out of seven responded that they did not conduct
PTM every month and all the sampled teachers in IIT Nursery responded that they don‟t
celebrate grand parents‟ day in school. Four teachers for IIT Nursery said that they did not
keep confidentiality in all communications concerning the children, staff and parents.
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Research Question II
What could be the ‘interventional strategies/ inputs to improve the quality of ECE in these
preschools? In order to address the issues related to research question II, the investigator
collected and compiled the observations from the key respondent, who were directly linked
with this process i.e. teachers. This would help to cross check the data collected from the
head teachers and through the field visit by the investigator. This would help the investigator
to make the more robust intervention plan for phase II of this study. To fulfill this aspects the
investigator collected observation from teachers and head teachers. RIEs –wise their
observations are given as under:
Observations of Teachers to Improve Pre-primary School
RIE Ajmer
 Separate safe space for children to play is required in the premises of DM school
 Proper arrangement of clean drinking water should be there as water crisis is being issue in
Ajmer city
 Separate arrangements for toilets with water facilities and hand washing for children is
necessary
 Renovation of classroom is required particularly classroom seating arrangement
 Refreshment may be provided to children as children are too small and many time they
don‟t bring their lunch box
 There should be child-friendly furniture, including seating and almirah


The outdoor play area and equipment should be separated from primary classes

 Separate child friendly toilets with regular cleaning for boys and girls should be
maintained
 Exclusive separate helper for children must be there as young children are very active
 More training needs to be given for proper use of TLM and assessment process
RIE Bhopal
 Appropriate space is required for pre-primary school with proper playground, play areas
(indoor space for interest areas, etc.)
 Specific curriculum for pre-primary school need to be developed and guidance to be given
on its use
 Training in ECE for teachers and it should be on frequent basis and as a on-going part of
this program
 Workshops for pre-primary school teachers should be conducted during holidays and it
should be at least 5-7 days to cover all aspects of classroom realities
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 Library areas should be in each classroom with good space
 Smart board is required to attract children
 Helper‟s training programme should also be conducted to use them properly
RIE Bhubaneswar
 Adequate toys/material required for all children
 Adequate furniture for children is also required for all children
 Frequent training programmes for preschool teachers should be conducted
 Need guidance in how to handle children focusing on classroom processes and assessment
RIE Mysuru
Teachers of RIE Mysuru have not given any suggestions
IIT, Nursery School
 Furniture is required for children and teachers in the classroom to make the classroom
child -friendly
 Need to know the content and pedagogy on the use of ICT guidance is required in
preschool as classroom do not have any such facilities
 Library in each classroom is required
 Managing classroom and handling children especially in the initial

months in th e

preschool in terms of kinds of activities, needs guidance
 Process of assessment in early grades is a weak area; proper training in this area is
required with hands on activities
 Involvement of parents in the schools need to be encouraged for that support of high
officials and administrator is required
 There should be sports day and annual function need to be celebrated in the preschool
 Music Area need to be maintained
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Observations of HM in improving the quality of preschool

RIE Ajmer
HM of RIE Ajmer have not given any observation/comments.
RIE Bhopal
The preschool should be shifted to permanent building (to construct) and should be provided
with permanent and regular teachers
RIE Bhubaneswar
HM of RIE Bhubaneswar have not given any observation/comments.
RIE Mysuru


Space



Frequent in-service training during school vacations

IIT, Nursery School
We need sufficient funds for the school and to provide training to teachers time to time
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Research Question-III
X- Parameter: Feedback on In-service Training
What are the effects of these interventions on teacher‟s functioning and on the learning of
children? In order to find out the answer of this research question investigator developed need
based Ist level intervention plan and provided 5 days training inputs on the needs felt by
them. After 2-3 months, their feedbacks were collected on the following aspects:
 What has been useful learning from NCERT training in terms of
a Unit Planning
b Teaching Learning Material
c Curriculum Transaction
d Assessment

 Have you read/referred ECE book given to you during the training programme
organized by DEE, NCERT recently?
(a)
If yes, how are you using the ECE books?
(b)
If no, please give reasons.

 Do you find the learning material prepared / developed during the 5 days training
programme have been useful?
a) If yes, how have you used them?
b) Any other new play material related to Teaching-Learning, you have made-name
them
 Do you want to attend such training programme in future? If yes, provide the area
which you want to have discussion on?
Information represents the feedback of pre-primary teachers on ECE in-service training.
 What has been useful learning from NCERT training in terms of
a) Unit Planning
The teachers of RIE Ajmer responded that they needed more guidance in unit planning. The
teachers of RIE Bhopal responded that they learned to organise the content according to
grade/level and learned how to do theme-based planning. The teachers of RIE Bhubaneswar
responded that they also learned theme based planning and how to go from simple to
complex activity. The teachers of RIE Mysuru have confusion between concept and theme.
The teachers of IIT Nursery responded that they learned theme-based planning and
innovative methods of teaching.
b) Teaching Learning Material
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Teachers of RIE Bhopal responded that they learned to make TLM according to domains and
also according to age and developmentally appropriateness. Teachers of RIE Bhubaneswar
responded that they learned how to make dominoes and matching board while Mysuru
teachers responded that TLM made teaching learning easier and interesting. IIT Nursery
teachers learned to make puzzles, flash cards, paper puppets, hand puppets and learned many
rhymes.
c) Curriculum Transaction
Teachers of RIE Ajmer responded that they need more guidance in curriculum transaction.
Teachers of RIE Bhopal responded that they learned different methods like storytelling,
games etc. RIE Mysuru teachers needed more workshops in curriculum transaction and IIT
Nursery teachers learned the methods of curriculum transition
d) Assessment
Teachers of RIE Ajmer needed more guidance and training in assessment while RIE Bhopal
teachers responded that through this training they learned how to do continuous assessment
and how to assess the children‟s worksheets. RIE Bhubaneswar teachers learned how to make
a checklist. Teachers of RIE Mysuru needed more workshops in assessment. Teachers of IIT
Nursery learned how to use of checklist, how to make anecdotal records and evidence based
profile of children.

 Have you read/referred ECE book given to you during the training programme
organized by DEE, NCERT recently?
Regarding issues mentioned above, teachers of RIE, Ajmer answered that through ECE books
they came to know about different methods and activities, theme based planning and how to
monthly plan. Teachers of RIE Bhopal responded that the ECE books helped them in making
theme based planning according to different domains .Learned the transition and continuum
from one to grade to next and upgraded their knowledge about the changing contexts and
emerging knowledge in area of ECE. Teachers of RIE Bhubaneswar responded that they
learned different pedagogy. Learned how to make checklists and learned action songs for
children.
Teachers of RIE Mysuru answered that they learned concept based planning rhymes and
activity based learning
Teachers of IIT Nursery responded that they used the ECE books for fine motor and gross
motor activities. Learned to planned activities according to age appropriately and many other
new activities. ECE book helped them in managing classroom time productively.

 Do you find the learning material prepared / developed during the 5 days training
programme have been useful?
a) If yes, how have you used them?
b) Any other new play material related to Teaching-Learning, you have madename them
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Feedback sought by the teachers on the learning material prepared during the 5 days training
programme and how they used them. The teachers of RIE Ajmer, responded that they used
the materials for fine motor development, sensory training, for abstract and concrete learning
and made new materials like fish aquarium, disc games (animal and their home) and puzzles
for the children.
RIE Bhopal teachers responded that they used the materials for animal and family themes
used them for various domains of learning (cognitive, aesthetic) and to enhance the
vocabulary. They made new materials like paper puppet, shadow cards, dominoes, flash
cards, count and tag board, picture reading charts, name cards; self corrected puzzles and
seriation cards.
RIE Bhubaneswar teachers responded that they used the TLM for colour dominoes to identify
and classify the colours and used for picture matching board. Developed new materials like,
upper and lower case matching board, puzzle, colour dominoes and shape dominoes.
However, RIE Mysuru teachers responded that they used the materials with the small group
of children to solve puzzle, do classification, art activities and sorting and for whole group
activities they used flash cards. Teachers developed materials like matching cards, flash
cards, theme concepts charts and number charts.
Teachers of IIT Nursery responded that they used the materials for planning of daily schedule
and developed materials like face mask, head mask, puppet and dominoes.

 Do you want to attend such training programme in future? If yes, provide the area
which you want to have discussion on?
Teacher‟s perception / views on the above mentioned issues were as under:
Teachers of RIE Ajmer answered that they want training on understanding children’s
behavior, assessment, unit planning and development of TLM.
Teachers of RIE Bhopal responded that they want training in assessment and report card
making, transition methods for 3+ and 4+ student , TLM preparation ,emergent literacy ,ICT,
classroom management and organisation , how to make quality worksheets and teacher selfevaluation.
Teachers of RIE Bhubaneswar needed training in Language and literacy area.
Teachers of RIE Mysuru responded that they needed training in theme planning, handling
special children, preparation of teaching aids and assessment.
Teachers of IIT Nursery responded that they needed training in assessment, use of ICT,
classroom management, activities for play group children and ways of transition and domains
of development and how to introduce writing skills at K.G level.
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Section IV
Major Findings, Suggestions and
Recommendations
The section IV is divided into three parts; major findings related to Process and Structure
Aspects; parameter-wise major findings, suggestions and recommendations. In the first part,
the investigator presented the major findings based on current school profile and including
the structural and process aspects which were based on investigator‟s field based
observations. While in second part, parameter-wise major findings have been presented.
These parameters were- School Functioning; School resources; School management;
Teaching Learning Material and Use of Technology; Curriculum and Pedagogy; Social
Context of Children; Planning and Preparation; Interest Area; Parents/ Family Involvement;
Feedback on In-service Training. In the third part of this section major suggestions and
recommendations have been presented. These suggestions and recommendations are not only
of value to preschools of Regional Institute of Education (RIEs) of NCERT and IIT Nursery
School who are engaged with establishing model pre-primary schools in all RIEs but also for
the policymakers who have been consistently and continuously engaged for raising quality in
ECE and further refining the national policy and national curriculum framework for ECE.

(a) Major Findings:
Aspects of Process:


There were healthy and positive relationships between teachers, young children and
administration in all the sampled schools.



The rooms of DM schools of RIE Bhubaneswar and RIE Mysuru were not spacious
(at the time of observation). One of the room‟s of Bhopal pre-primary was not
adequate in size.



The materials used by the teachers in all the sampled schools were not age and
developmentally appropriate, both teacher made and readymade material.



There was less teacher-made materials available in the classrooms as compared to
readymade material.



There were less diversified materials and activities available to promote
understanding and acceptance of diversity in the classroom.



There was two way communications that occurs throughout the day, with mutual
listening, talking/responding. Teachers were making effort to encourage and scaffold
children to use appropriate reasoning and problem-solving skills.
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Sufficient opportunities for art, music/movement were provided daily by the teachers
but less opportunities for (maths readiness ) exploration, pre-number and early maths,
emergent literacy and play in interest areas.



Teachers did not have proper clarity on various kinds of assessment practices to be
followed at pre-school stage.



Parents were encouraged to be involved in all aspects of the ECE Program (not very
evident in Bhubaneswar and Ajmer).

Aspects of Structure:


The RIE‟s Pre-primary schools run on „Project basis‟ and functioned as temporary
component of DM School.



Teacher-child ratio was very conducive and appropriate in all the sampled schools.



There was one year of pre-primary education in Bhubaneswar and Ajmer in the year
2017-18 (at the time of observation), while in others, it was found of two years. Ajmer
has proposed for two years of Pre-primary in the year 2018 onwards.



Early primary classes (I & II) were not a part of pre-primary section of the schools.
There was no dialogue between Pre-primary and Early Primary class teachers for
linkage of curriculum, rather in most of the RIEs downward extension of class-I
syllabus has been seen.



Teachers and staff were qualified and all of them were not professionally trained in
ECE as they could not get much opportunity for regular orientation in this area.



All the staff got opportunities for professional growth, only by DEE, NCERT; they
have not received any other in-service training before this intervention.



There was irregular PTM in all the pre-primary schools of RIEs.



There was no identified curriculum in all the pre-primary schools of RIEs and large
variation was found across the curriculum implementation.



Teachers did not have clear understanding on how to create „interest /activity areas‟;
what to provide in these areas and how to observe and record what children are doing
and how they are progressing.



Charts /Print were not displayed at children‟s eye level in majority of the classrooms.

 None of the preschools of RIEs document children‟s work samples/ performances
except in Ajmer. However, even Ajmer did not report the progress timely; teachers
needed support to understand how to observe, what to observe, how to document and
report the progress.
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(b) Parameter-wise Major Findings:
I – School Functioning






















The toilets were easily accessible in all the sampled preschools. However, toilet in
RIE Ajmer was found dirty and stinking due to water shortage. Toilet in RIE Bhopal
was also not child- friendly. In RIE Bhubaneswar toilet was also not child- friendly
and found not very clean. In RIE Mysuru, building was under construction.
In Bhubaneswar, the indoor space was not properly utilised as compared to other RIEs
and IIT Nursery School as it has big tables and chairs occupying half of the space of
the classroom (size of dining table and six big garden chairs; two big chowkis and one
office computer table which were not required).
In RIE Ajmer, the TLM were kept in the closed almirah and more table activities
were conducted using paper and pencil. (Only after the visit of investigator, the
materials were taken out and were found in good condition, interest areas were also
created in one big room by investigator).
In all the RIEs there were not sufficient outdoor play equipments. In RIE Ajmer, all
the outdoor play equipments were damaged and unsafe for children. IIT Nursery
School has availability of appropriate outdoor play equipments with perfect outdoor
play space and used appropriately.
In all the RIEs, there was no availability of ramp, railings and child friendly toilets. In
RIE Bhubaneswar, building was also not child- friendly. However, IIT Nursery has
the availability of ramp, railings and child friendly toilets to some extent.
Floor space for circle time was available in all the preschools except in RIE Mysuru
because there was lack of space and the very heavy furniture which can‟t be moved
easily to create the desired space by the teachers.
In RIE Bhubaneswar, no interest areas were made available including the welldefined play materials for different domains.IIT Nursery School needs to redefine
/revamp the interest areas as presently material kept in the interest areas were not
age/development appropriate, not very innovative, unorganized, labeling was done
(after the training ) but still has to go miles ahead to establish as model preschool.
In RIE Ajmer, the theme-board was not at the eye level of the children. In RIE
Bhubaneswar, many displays were irrelevant and also at very high level which
children could not look at.
In three RIEs out of four RIEs namely Ajmer, Bhubaneswar and Mysuru, daily
schedule of activities were displayed in the classrooms.
In RIE Ajmer, a separate TV/ computer room was made available for preschool
children.
In all the RIEs, the First Aid Box was made available however; the First Aid Box was
not kept at easily accessible place in all the sampled schools. In all the schools some
items in the First Aid Box were found missing.
It was found that in all the RIEs, children brought their own food. In IIT Nursery
School it was reported that readymade supplementary nutrition was given (in the form
of fruit/ snack) once in a week to all children.
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II- School Resources







Majority of Headmaster/Headmistress responded that the sufficient support staff was
available in the respective preschools.
RIE, Bhopal Headmaster responded that the availability of outdoor play facilities was
found very less in the preschool premises.
RIE Mysuru Headmaster responded that they have very less classroom space as
building is under renovation and construction.
In IIT Nursery School, the use of ICT was found almost nil. However, HM of RIE,
Mysuru responded that the use of technology /ICT in their preschool was not found at
all.
In RIE Bhopal, the availability of appropriate and graded story books, rhymes were
found very less which would not serve any purpose for children.

III – School Management





Regarding onsite support to teachers, Headmaster/Headmistress of all the preschools
except the HM of RIE Ajmer responded that they used to provide on-site support to
the preschool teachers timely. However, Headmaster of RIE Ajmer felt that they
could do to some extent in this area.
Majority of Headmaster/Headmistress responded that they shared and interacted with
the teachers for updating their knowledge and skills.
All the HMs of preschools responded that they regularly provided suggestions to
preschool teachers for how to improve the quality of teaching-learning.

IV- Teaching Learning Material and Use of Technology








In all the RIEs, except Ajmer readymade materials / commercial materials were
found. However, in RIE Bhubaneswar these materials were not in sufficient quantity.
In IIT Nursery school readymade materials or commercial materials were made
available in sufficient quantity.
In three RIEs (Ajmer, Bhopal and Bhubaneswar) out of four, teachers were not using
environmental materials for teaching and learning inside and beyond classroom
activities. However, in RIE Mysuru, teachers were using environmental materials
very often while doing activities, while IIT Nursery School could not use this material
very often.
In all the pre-primary schools, teacher made material were not for all the domains; the
materials were not according to age and developmentally appropriate for the children;
the number of teacher-made material was also not found sufficient. There was less
material on literacy and number concept in all the sampled schools.
Regarding the adequacy of materials in relation to number of children in the sampled
preschools; in all the RIEs, the materials were not sufficient except in IIT Nursery
school.
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Teachers did not have understanding on how to use the print material in the classroom
to enhance children‟s emergent and early literacy. There was no display of sight
words or words walls.
In all the RIEs including the IIT Nursery school, the information books were not
available.
In all the RIEs and IIT Nursery School, the word wall was not made available and
maintained.
In most of the RIEs and IIT Nursery School books were available but not displayed.
On the other hand literacy manipulative material and literacy charts were available
and also displayed. In most of the RIEs and IIT Nursery other essential literacy
materials were also not available.
There was no specific play material and facilities for seating arrangement for special
group children (polio affected child).
Most of the teachers had the view that focused and need- based training is required on
various aspects such as „development of teaching-learning material‟, how to use the
material and how to do assessment and reporting to parents.
The results of teachers of self assessment clearly depicted that RIE Bhubaneswar
teachers could not be able to handle play and learning material as per the need of
children followed by Mysuru, Ajmer and IIT Nursery School, while RIE Bhopal
could manage the most appropriately out of the five sampled preschools.

V- Curriculum and Pedagogy: Teaching learning process and assessment


Except RIE Bhopal and IIT Nursery School, teachers of others RIEs could not follow
age and developmentally appropriate practices in the transactional process.
 RIE Ajmer and IIT Nursery School could not be able to manage child initiated
activities.
 The curriculum which they followed was more structured in the form of more
worksheets and there were no linkages with classes 1&2 curriculum.
 HMs of DM Schools had no involvement in the academic functioning of preschool
(only Mysuru had ECE coordinator as HM) except Headmistress of IIT Nursery
School, as IIT Nursery School is an independent preschool with seven teachers, seven
helpers and one exclusive Headmistress (all are trained in ECE). All RIE‟s preschools
were running on project basis and with no in-charge or headmistress. In RIEs there
was a ECE coordinator who‟s also a faculty with the department of education looked
after the pre-primary school.
 RIE Ajmer and Bhubaneswar teachers could not be able to collect materials in
advance, observe and maintained the children‟s record, capable to use checklist,
communicate parents about their wards assessment.
 In IIT Nursery School, out of seven teachers, one teacher could not be able to develop
monthly plan, interact appropriately with children and two teachers could not use
appropriate transition between activities.
 It was found that almost all the teachers of sampled schools were not clear how much
time needs to devote on active/ quiet play, indoor and outdoor activities, individual
and group activities.
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 All the preschool teachers of RIEs and IIT Nursery School discussed and planned









with fellow teachers while planning the lessons. Preschool teachers discussed about
themes and activities for the day, week and month. RIE Mysuru and IIT Nursery
teachers discussed with ECE coordinator and HM respectively while planning a
theme/ unit/lesson.
RIE Ajmer responded that they don‟t have an appropriate place and child friendly
equipments for conducting free play. RIE Bhopal and RIE Bhubaneswar provided 1525 minutes time for free play. RIE Mysuru provides 10-20 minutes and IIT Nursery
provides 10-30 minutes. It has clearly evident that no clarity to teachers on this
aspect.
On discussing about labeling on shelves, all the RIE preschool teachers responded
that it helped in promoting emergent literacy. Sight reading encouraged the child to
learn language and helped children to recognise logos and names.
The IIT Nursery and all the four RIEs teachers responded that ways of observation,
assessment, recording and reporting were difficult areas and they need training.
All the RIEs and IIT Nursery teachers mentioned that they would like to review and
develop children profile (report card) and develop portfolio for each child.
Almost all the teacher agreed that assessment practices followed in preschool has
been a difficult area and they needed guidance and academic support.

VI- Social Context of Children








In RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and RIE Mysuru, teachers were performing activities
with children through which social skills were promoted.
In all the RIEs including IIT Nursery there was no appropriate transitions from one
activity to another. Most of the teachers don‟t have knowledge about transitional
activities in early grades.
RIE Bhubaneswar, only talk to the parents when they come to drop/pick their wards at
preschool and also no PTM has been organised since July 2017 till October, 2017.
In RIE Mysuru, PTM happened every month and all Saturday schools used to open
for parents. In RIE Ajmer, there was no interaction of teacher-parent except PTM i.e.
also once in two months. In RIE Bhopal, PTM happened only once in two months.
In RIE Bhopal, “Grand Parents day was celebrated. In IIT Nursery School during
festival celebrations some parents voluntarily involved in cultural activities.

VII - Parameter: Planning and Preparation




Majority of the teachers from four RIEs and IIT Nursery School responded that they
maintained an atmosphere for early learning in the classrooms and fellow teachers
helped in planning.
In RIE Mysuru, interest/ activity areas with free choice for children was not provided
by teachers.
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VIII-Parameter: Interest Area






Almost in all the DM and IIT Nursery School‟s interest areas were not properly well
defined and they needed support in this area during training to be organised by DEE,
NCERT in second phase.
Majority of teachers responded that when children were playing in interest areas, they
observed how children were using material, interacting with other children and
helping to other children during group activities.
Regarding how much time children spent in interest areas, teachers responded on an
average of about 20-25 minutes they devoted in interest areas; however, no clear
response was given by them.

IX-Parameter: Parents /Family Involvement





RIE Ajmer, Bhopal, Mysuru and IIT Nursery teachers responded that they involved
parents to participate in children‟s activities while in RIE Bhubaneswar responded
that they did not involve parents to participate in children‟s activities.
All the four RIEs and IIT Nursery preschool teachers did inform parents about their
child‟s progress through PTM, write note in diary and through phone calls.
RIE Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and IIT Nursery school informed parents about the themebased monthly activity program; however teachers from RIE Ajmer responded that
they did not inform parents about the theme-based monthly programme.
Majority of the teachers in four RIEs and IIT nursery showed the healthy parents /
family‟s involvement in the preschools. However, in all four RIEs the communication
about children‟s progress and parent‟s involvement in ECE programme needs to be
looked into.

X-Feedback on In-service Training




Regarding the in-service training provided by the DEE, all the teachers mentioned
that this training was found very useful particularly in unit planning, development of
teaching -learning material and designing activities.
RIE Ajmer and RIE Mysuru responded that they need more training in curriculum
transaction, however, RIE Bhopal and IIT Nursery School mentioned that they
learned a lot particularly method like storytelling, games, etc.
Regarding the learning material prepared during the 5 days training programme and
how they used them, the feedback of RIEs and IIT Nursery School teachers on this
aspect was as mentioned:
 RIE Ajmer, responded that they used the materials for fine motor
development, sensory training, abstract and concrete learning and made new
materials like fish aquarium, disc games (animal and their home) and puzzles
for the children.
 RIE Bhopal teachers responded that they used the materials for animal and
family themes used them for various domains of learning (cognitive, aesthetic)
and to enhance the vocabulary.
 RIE Bhubaneswar teachers responded that they used the TLM for colour
dominoes to identify and classify the colours and used for picture matching
board.
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 RIE Mysuru teachers responded that they used the materials with the small
group of children to solve puzzle, do classification, art activities and sorting
and for whole group activities they used flash cards.
 Teachers of IIT Nursery responded that they used the materials for planning of
daily schedule and developed materials like face mask, head mask, puppet and
dominoes.
All the teachers needed training in assessment, use of ICT ways of transition, domains
of development and how to introduce writing skills at K.G level.

Suggestions and Recommendations
Major suggestions and recommendations which were derived from the major findings are
mentioned below:
Aspects of Process and Structure
 Each classroom should have at least one teacher and a helper/ support staff who work
as a team throughout the day (For TPR refer to Minimum specifications for the
preschoolers published by NCERT).


The time duration of the preschool program should not exceed more than 5 hours.



Proper admission criteria should be evolved and it should be same across all
RIEs.



Two years of pre-primary education /schooling i.e. 3+to 4+ and 4+ to 5+is highly
recommended. The classes 1 and 2 should be a part of pre-primary education
program or have proper linkages with pre-primary section.



There should be well stated and identified curriculum/preschool programme
required for all pre-primary school of RIEs and IIT Nursery School.



Teachers and other staff of the schools need to be provided ongoing professional
experience. There should be active supervision, mentoring and feedback mechanism.

Parameter wise Suggestions and Recommendations:
I- Parameter: School Functioning (Teachers, Curriculum, Assessment and Classrooms)






Teachers need to regularly observe and assess each child's progress and make
modifications in the pre-primary education programme as necessary. They need
to carefully document the emerging abilities of each child and plan activities
accordingly. They also need to collaborate with other primary school teachers/ staff
(especially class-1 and 2 teachers) and parents about the meaning of the assessments
and how the child is progressing.
Teachers need to know how to use a preschool education programme with specified
goals, approach toward learning, expected outcomes and assessment procedures.
Teachers should be able to describe their preschool programme, themes, why it was
chosen and what they are accomplishing with it.
Children should have opportunities to learn in spacious, well-equipped
classrooms that have a variety of age-appropriate materials for all the domains that
includes ---art, music, early science experiences, language and early literacy,
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mathematics readiness, puzzles for problem-solving, dolls play, dramatic play and
building materials.

I- Parameter: School Resources


The provision of safe and age-appropriate facilities and resources including an
appropriate indoor and outdoor learning environment with school premises.



All the pre-primary schools must have child-friendly toilets separate for boys and girls
with water facilities.



Furniture of classrooms needs to be age appropriate and child-friendly.



The display of material needs to be at the eye-level of children.



There has to open shelves for easy access of play material.

III- Parameter: School Management


The senior most primary school teacher (those who are also trained by DEE,
NCERT during Diploma in ECE) needs to be involved as co-coordinator along
with the ECE coordinator (faculty of RIE) to observe and guide the functioning of
pre-primary program. There are three DM School teachers from RIE Ajmer, Bhopal
and Bhubaneswar who were trained in ECE by DEE, NIE but their services were not
properly utilised. They should also be a part of future training programs.

IV- Parameter: Teaching Learning Material and Use of Technology


There is tremendous scope for improving the implementation of Pre-primary
education component, using appropriate TLMs. Efforts are needed to provide a
minimum set of appropriate educational aids/kit and learning material that would
include age appropriate ECE in every RIEs and IIT preschool.



Teachers should be trained to plan an ECE/PSE activities on a daily, weekly and
monthly basis using the material as a guide and conduct a mix of activities; indoor
and outdoor which would facilitate various developmental aspects of children.



Availability of material for play and joyful learning was found to be one of the major
demands of teachers for being able to conduct ECE/PSE activities effectively.



Specified and good amount of funds should be allocated to each RIEs and IIT
preschool for purchasing and maintenance of the educational material locally.

V- Parameter: Curriculum and Pedagogy (Teaching Learning Process and Assessment)


This study identifies a broader need and trend towards pre-primary education
programs with a stronger focus on early educational goals, such as reading, writing
and math readiness targets. There‟s a need to have continuum in curriculum with early
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primary classes so as to have smooth transitions and avoid downward extension of
primary curriculum.


The curriculum and ongoing teacher mentoring, coaching and professional
development need to be ensured for consistent quality in the preschool program.



There should be well defined curriculum/preschool programme is required for all preprimary school of RIEs and IIT Nursery School which have common elements along
with scope for modifications as per the need of each RIEs and IIT Nursery School.

VI- Parameter: Social Context of Children


Activities need to be organised in small and large group to encourage self and other
social skills.



Free play/ choice time activities are must and could be provided by creating
interest/activity areas; in case of space constraints, the activity area can be planned by
rotation i.e. some activity/ interest areas can be organised for 15 days and then can be
changed after a period of time.



Teachers should be trained to handle children with special need and some learning
material needs to be developed for them.

VII- Parameter: Planning and Preparation


Teachers are required to do theme- wise planning of lessons on every Saturday for the
next week. This should not be done individually but with fellow teachers.



Teachers are required to prepare teaching-learning materials according to the age and
developmental needs of young children.



All the worksheets activities must be followed by concrete play and activities.

VIII- Parameter: Interest Areas namely ‘Manipulative Area’, ‘Dramatic Area’, ‘Block
Building’, ‘Literacy’ and ‘Science Area’ etc


The interest or the activity areas need to be planned and setup in all the RIEs and IIT
Nursery School.



Whatever space is available, with the help of open shelves/dividers, these interest
areas can be created easily (the way it has created by the investigator at RIE
Ajmer).Free play and child-initiated activities become possible in these activity areas
and observing each child also becomes easy.
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IX-Parameter: Parents/ Family Involvement


Parent‟s orientation on need and significance of ECE should be organised before the
academic session begins.



Every month while starting a new theme, letter should be sent to parent to inform
what and how the teachers are imparting activities.



Information about each child's progress should be routinely shared with parents
through regular parent teacher meetings (PTMs) which should be organised on the last
Saturday of every month or bimonthly.

X- Parameter: In-service Training for the Pre-primary Schools Teachers


The professional development of teachers is related to the quality of ECE
programs. Hence this aspect needs proper attention.



All the teachers should be provided with a standardized and qualitative training on
ECE; perspective building on ECE, in relation to ECE, building knowledge on
importance of ECE and areas of child development, skills on planning and
implementing ECE activities, use of play material, etc.



In addition to regular monthly meetings (can be used as forum) for refresher trainings,
demonstration on themes should be organised. Short duration training on various
topics should be organised.



ECE Staff: Research shows that the quality of staff is one of the most important
factors influencing the quality of ECE. Competent staff is a crucial factor in
delivering quality ECE.

It is concluding that, in the quest to improve preschool/pre-primary education quality and
child’s school readiness, it is valuable to include a focus on teacher’s professional
development and ‘general teaching skills’ in the context of delivering a specific and enriched
preschool program. Early Years Education should be an inbuilt and essential component of
school education which includes two years of preschool (3+to 5+ years old children) and
two years of Early Primary Education. The classes 1 and 2 should be a part of Early Years
Education program.
Pre-primary school at all RIEs (Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Mysuru) should function as
a permanent component of DM school instead of temporary project as pre-school is the
first step in the ladder of school education.
The intervention is still continuing in the year 2018-19. Much work to improve the quality
of functioning of pre-primary school needs to be done.
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ANNEXURE: A
Research Tools
TOOL-1:

Questionnaire for Head Master / In-Charge

TOOL-2:

Preschool Observation Proforma

TOOL-3:

Interview Schedule for Preschool Teacher

TOOL-4:

Pre-school Teacher Self Assessment
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TOOL-1
QHM

Title of the programme: - Situational Analysis of DM Schools and Designing
of Model Preschool

Questionnaire for Head Master/ In-charge Head
About the Tool: The Present tool has six sections as mentioned below. You need to
response on all the questions of all the sections. Your personal opinion will be kept
confidential.
Section –I : General Information
Section –II : Information related to Head Master
Section –III: School Background Information
Section –IV: School Management
Section –V: School Resources
SECTION–I

Section –VI: Curriculum & Pedagogy

I. General Information:
1. Name of the School:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………..
2. Address of the School:
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………..
3.

Name of the School Headmaster:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………
4. E-mail of School Headmaster/School:
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………
5. Sex : Male/Female
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………
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1. Do you also have responsibility to look after preschool other than the DM School?

Yes/No

2. (a) Pre-school Education (Age-group and Duration)

Nursery /L.K.G

K.G.

i.
ii.

i.
ii.
iii.

3-4 years
4-5 years

Remarks
3-4 years
4-5 years
5-6 years

3. The time duration of Pre-school education in your RIE DM School is : ……..Hours
4. Number of pre-school sections in your school

S.No.
1.
2.
3.

Age Group
3-4 years
4-5 years
5-6 years

No. of Section

5. Teacher Child ratio at Pre-school level ( Helper/support-staff not included)
i.

1:20

ii.

1:30

iii.

Any other, Please mention ……………………….

6. Do you face any specific problems/ issues in the functioning of pre-school? If yes, please
mention:

1…………………………………………………………………………………………
2…………………………………………………………………………………………
3.…………………………………………………………………………….………….
4.……………………………………………………………………………………….
7. Parent‘s Participation
a) Are the parents involved in teaching-learning process?
b) If yes, in what ways? Pls. tick

(

Yes/No

)

Helps as volunteer parent:


During teachers absence / leave

(

)



Conducting story-telling session

(

)



Conducting play activities

(

)



Any other

…………….……………………………………………………………
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SECTION –II

Information related to Headmaster:
2.1 What is the highest level of formal education you have completed? Please () the one choice.
A. Academic
B. Professional
2.2 How many years experience do you have working as a Headmaster at this school?
………………………………………………………………………………………………

2.3 How many years did you spend as a subject/class teacher before you became Headmaster?
………………………………………………………………………………………………
2.4 In Service Training Attended in ECCE/Nursery Education, Please mention

Year
1
2
3

Duration

Organized by

2.5 Do you think preschool temporary Not at all
position of preschool teachers fulfill the
1
objectives of Preschool teaching learning.

Very Less
2

To some extent A lot
3
4

2.6 Do you think permanent appointment of Not at all
preschool teachers improve the quality of
1
ECE learning?

Very Less
2

To some extent A lot
3
4

SECTION –III

School Background Information:3.1 Admission Procedure
A.

Tick the applicable procedures of admission in your pre-school( you may tick more than
one)
i.

Children admitted throughout the year

ii.

Limited seats on first come first serve in the admission month
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iii.

Lottery System

iv.

Interview/Interaction parents

v.

Any other (Please specify) …………………………………..……………….

3.2 A. Recruitment rule in DM School as preschool teacher:
i.

Sr. Secondary with NTT

ii.

D. El. Ed.

iii.

Graduate with NTT

iv.

Graduate with B. Ed.

v.

Any other please specify…………………………………..……………….

3.2 B. Procedures for teachers followed in your school:
i.

Written Test

ii.

Interview

iii.

Both Written test and Interview

iv.

Any other please specify…………………………………..……………….

3.3 Do you think pre-school teachers require in-service training?

Yes/No

If yes, then how often:
i.

Once a year

ii.

Twice in a year

iii.

Once in two years

iv.

Any other …………………………………..………………………………...

3.4 Does pre-school provide the following facilities?
A. Health facilities
i.

Availability of first aid box

ii.

Regular health checkup

iii.

Rest Room/ Medical Room

iv.

Immunization Record
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B. Nutrition
i.

Cooked food served by the school

ii.

Readymade food served by the school

iii.

Children bring their own foods

iv.

Any other option, Please mention………………………….………………

3.5 Indicate the number of staff currently working in this school for each type of
position listed below:
a. Preschool Teachers
b. Personnel / other staff for conducting music and movement, art and craft...
(
irrespective of the classes /ages they support; in case the primary teachers are extending
support to preschool)
c. School administrative or management personnel
d. Helper
e. Any other Please mention…………………………………..……………….
3.6 What is the current preschool enrolment (number of children in the preschool)? Please
write the number in the box.

If 2 classes
3.7 How much weightage is given to the following factors when children are considered for
admission to your school?
Please mark () on one choice
a) Residence

in
a
area...............................

nearby

Not at all Very Less
To some extent A lot
2
3
4

1

b) Parents‘ working in RIE/ DM

1

2

3

4

school.........................
SECTION –IV
c) Sibling studying at the
school/ ex-student

DM

1

2

3

4

School Management :
4.0 In the given statements, Please indicate the frequency of the following activities
conducted in your preschool during the current school year i.e. 2017-18.
4.1

The professional development

Not at all

Very Less

To some extent A lot
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activities of my preschool
teachers are in accordance with
the teaching objectives of the
preschool.
4.2

Teachers work according to the
preschool ECE objectives.

4.3

Observe regularly teaching –
learning process in preschool
classrooms.

4.4

Provide preschool teachers
suggestions as to how they can
improve their teaching.
Observe/monitor
young
children‘s play /work.

4.5

4.6

When a preschool teacher has
problems in her classroom, take
the initiative to discuss matters
timely.

4.7

Share
with
teachers
the
possibilities for updating their
knowledge and skills.

4.8

Check to see whether early
classroom play activities are in
accordance
With
ECE
objectives

1

2

3

4

4.9 As Headmaster of this school, on an average, throughout the school year, what
percentage of time you spend on the following tasks in this preschool? (Rough estimates
are sufficient)
Please write a number in each row.
a ) Internal administrative tasks (including human resource/personnel issues,
regulations, reports, school budget, timetable)
b) Curriculum and teaching-related tasks (including teaching, lesson
preparation, classroom observations, mentoring teachers)
c) Representing the preschool at meetings at RIE‘s/NCERT
d) Any other, task/ activity please specify……………………………
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SECTION –V

School Resources:
5.1 Please mark one choice in each row.
Not at all
1

Very Less
2

To some extent A lot
3
4

a)

Availability of
qualified
preschool teachers

b)

Availability of support staff

c)

Availability of
display
facilities in classroom

d)

Availability of outdoor play
facilities

e)

Availability of
classroom space

f)

Availability of ECE play/
Teaching learning material

g)

Use of Technology /ICT in
preschool

h)

Availability of appropriate
and graded story books,
rhymes, etc.
Any Other (please specify below)
………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

i)

adequate

SECTION –VI

Curriculum and Pedagogy :

6.1 In your school to what extent the following facilitated by the following behavior activities:
Please mark () one choice in each row.

By children:a)

Not
all

at

Very
less

to some
extent

A lot

Chronic absenteeism of children
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b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)

Lack of interest in classroom activities
Space for activities
Lack of Learning Material
Uninteresting activities
Non attractive material
Any other, please mention……………….

6.2
a)
b)
c)

By Teacher:Absenteeism of Teachers
Lack of pedagogical preparation
Lack of appropriate knowledge of DAP in
preschool
Lack of training of teacher
Any other, please mention……………………………..

d)
e)

6.3 In your opinion to what extent the following componetns and Tearching Learning
process need improvement
Facilitating Factors:
Not at all

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Very less

to
some
extent

A lot

Classroom Environment
Display of materials
Use of Materials
Teaching Learning Strategies
Assessment during Teaching Learning
Process
Children’s Participation during Teaching
Learning Process
Organization of Activities
Recording Procedures
Reporting Procedures

g)
h)
i)
Teacher
j)
Well trained and passionate to work with
k)
l)

children
Regular and Punctual
Participate and Co-operation of parent in
teaching-learning process

m)

Any other, please mention……………………………..……………………..…………

6.3 Suggestions, in relation to your school, what suggestions you want to give to improve the
quality of preschool?

…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Signature of Head Master………………………..
Date……………………….
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TOOL-2

.

POP

Title of the programme: - Situational Analysis of DM
Schools and Designing of Model Preschool

PRESCHOOL OBSERVATION PROFORMA
About the Tool


The purpose of this tool is to observe the physical, interpersonal environment and gain
insight into the daily routine of a group of children at a pre-school center.



The tool contains seven (7) sections as mentioned below :

Section- I : General Information
Section-I I : (A) Physical Environment of Preschool Centre
(B) Work Spaces and Furnishings
(C) Display in the Preschool Classroom
Section-III : Teaching-Learning Context
(A) Play & Learning Materials
(B) Literacy Materials Available and Displayed
(C) Availability and Use of Technology /ICT
Section-IV: Transactional Process
(A)

Children in the Preschool

(B)

Teaching- Learning Strategies

(C)

Engagement Level of Children Across Day‘s Routine

Section-V : (A) Teacher in the preschool
(B) Helper/ Support staff in Preschool
Section-VI : Social Context
Section-VII: Any other Observation/Comments
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I.

General Information

Name of Preschool Center with address : -----------------------------------------------------------Name of Classroom Teacher/s
: -----------------------------------------------------------Name of the Observer
: ------------------------------------------------------------Time spent in classroom by observer : ------------------------------------------------------------Date
: -------------------------------------------------------------

II.

i

ii

iii

(A) Physical Environment of Preschool Centre
Average

Poor

Clean

Not So Clean

Dirty

Adequate

Not adequate

Action
Required

Yes

No

Action
required

Yes

No

Action
required/
Remarks

Available

Not sufficient

Action
required/
Remarks

Indoor Play Space and its utilisation

Are surroundings in Preschool clean?

Availability of indoor space in the classroom

iv

Arrangement of the room allows children to
move around freely?

v.

Is the classroom clean and hygienic?

vi.

Good

a) Is a bathroom / toilet easily accessible
b) Do the children have snacks while they are at the
centre? (Snacks, fruits, lunch) if so, where?
c) Do the children nap or have rest time
d) Are the children actively involved in play?

Outdoor play Space
vii

Availability of outdoor space in the preschool

viii

Outdoor play equipment for all children

ix

Availability of Ramp, Railings, child friendly
toilet etc….
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II.

(B) Work Spaces and Furnishings
Criterion/Item

i)
ii)
iii)
iv)
v)

Individual desks for children
Cluster desks
Floor space for whole group (Circle Time)
Small group table space
Following interest areas are available :








II.

Available

S.
No.

Not sufficient

Not
available
/Remarks

Dramatic Play
Literacy /Library
Math/Manipulative
Block Building
Art
Discovery /Science
Doll‘s Area
Sensory Table

(C) Display in the Preschool Classroom

S.
No.

Criterion/ Item

i)

Display of preschool related material in
classroom

ii)

Display of material related to any theme
in classroom
Display at the eye level of children
Display of materials prepared by the
children

iii)
iv)




Yes

No

Action
Required/Remarks

Pre-writing /Art displayed
Worksheet displayed

v)
Display of classroom rules with pictures
vi)
Display of Daily schedule
vii) Television, Computer (s)
viii) Other materials, Please Specify
………………………………………..…………………………………………………
…………………………………………..……………………………………………...
………………………………………….………………………………………………

III.

Teaching-Learning Context
(A).
S.
No.
1.

Play & Learning Materials
Criterion/Item

Yes

No

Remarks/Action
Required

Available play material in the Preschool
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a
b
c

Teacher made material
Supplied or Commercial material
Environmental material e.g. pebbles,
leaves, twigs, flowers etc.
Any other material, specify

d

………………………………………..………………………………………………….
Good
2.

Condition
available

3.

of

Play

Usable

Torn & Broken

materials

More than Sufficient
Sufficient

Not Sufficient

Yes

No

Remarks

Yes

No

Remarks

Adequacy of materials related to the
number of children?

4.

Storage: Play Material
accessible from shelves

5.

easily

Shelves labeled with words and
pictures

III.

(B) Literacy Materials Available and Displayed

S. No.

Criterion/Item

a.

Story Books

b.

Information Books

c.

Graded /Leveled Picture /Story Books

d.

Children‘s Magazines

e.

Word Wall

f.

Literacy manipulatives material

g.

Literacy related charts (Alphabet
,numbers, objects/ sounds, Print tags on
objects )

III.
S. No.

Available Available
but
not and
displayed displayed

Not
Available

Remarks
/ Action
required

Not
Available

Remarks
/ Action
required

(C) Availability and Use of Technology /ICT
Criterion/Item

Available Available
but
not and
displayed displayed
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a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Smart Boards
Television
Computers
Camera
Audio Material

Transactional Process

IV.

(A) Children in the Preschool (On the Day of observation)

1.

Age range of the group
a) 3 to 4
b) 4 to 5
c) 5 to 6

2.

Number of children in the group (Total in
Preschool)
a) No. of boys?
b) No. of girls?

3.

Ratio of Staff to Children?
a)
b)
c)
d)

4.

1:15
1:20
1:30
If any other, please specify

Time of arrival/departure of children
a) Arrival time
b) Departure time

(B) Teaching-Learning Strategies
S. No.
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Criterion/Item

Yes

No

Remarks

Mostly

Some times

Not at all

Easy to understand (e.g. concepts
Clarity
Age and Developmentally appropriate
practices
Observation of Children‘s play and
recording of observations
Use of thematic approach
Child initiated activities
Teacher- initiated activities

(C) Engagement Level of Children Across Day‟s Routine

a)
b)
c)

Children appear happy and enjoy to play
with learning material
Children show curiosity in working with
material
Engaged in free play in interest areas
1…………..
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d)
e)
f)
g)

V.
S. No.
i

2…………..
3………….
4………….
Children express themselves confidently
Children choose which interest areas to
attend and how long to stay there
Children listen carefully to the teacher and
understand the instructions
Description of the class/group you observed:
Specific observations
………………………………………………………………………………………….…
…………………………………………………………………………………………….

(A) Teacher in the Preschool
Criterion

Is the preschool teacher received

a)

Enthusiastic and active about her work?

ii

Positive and affectionate attitude towards
children

iii

Make an effort to involve all children in play
activities building language and concept
knowledge
Teacher is prepared for the lesson; material
are ready and accessible

iv

V.
S.
No.
i
ii

Yes

No

Yes

No

Remarks

(B) . Helper/ Support Staff in the Preschool
Criterion

Remarks/
Required

action

Does the teacher expect the helper to assist in
preschool activities?
Is the Helper active, energetic and willing to
work with children?
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VI.
S.
No.

Social Context
Criterion
Yes

I.

No

Remarks/
Action
Required

Children’s Role in Decision making :

Choice time given during free indoor play



Cleanup time for the reasonable choice



Choices given during transition times

II. Participation and Engagement of All Children

in classroom activities
III. Social skills promoted through activities ( e.g.,
Sharing, Waiting for one’s own turn )
IV. Appropriate Transitions (From one activity to
another )
V. Parent /Family involvement : Monthly parent letter
 Regular PTMs
 Parent Conferences/ Mela
 Bal mela
 Any other, please specify,

…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………
…………………………………………………
………………………………………………….

VII. Any other Observation /Comments:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Signature of Observer………………………..
Designation………………………..
Date………………………..
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TOOL-3
ISPT

Title of the programme: - Situational Analysis of DM Schools and Designing
of Model Preschool
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR PRESCHOOL TEACHER

1. Name of the RIE Preschool
: …………………………………………………..
2. Name of the Teachers
1…………………………………………….
2……………………………………………
3………………………………………….
3. Qualification
: ………………………………………………
4.
5.
6.
7.

Designation
: ………………………………………………
Total Teaching Experience in ECE: …………………………………………..
Name of the Principal Investigator: ………………………………………….
Date
:…………………………………

Note: Please provide free and frank opinion on the following questions. All the mentioned
information in the tool will remain confidential.
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I

ECE in-service training feed back

1.1 What has been useful learning from NCERT training in terms of
a) Unit Planning…………………………………………………………………….
b) Teaching Learning Material………………………………………………………
c) Curriculum Transaction…………………………………………..………………
d) Assessment……………………………………………………….………………

e) Any

other,
specify…………………………………………………………………

please

1.2 Have you read/referred ECE book given to you during the training programme organized by
DEE, NCERT recently?
(a) If yes, how are you using the ECE books?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………

b) If no, please give reasons.
………………………………………………………………………………………….
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………..

1.3 Do you find the learning material prepared / developed during the 5 days training programme
have been useful?

a) If yes, how have you used them?
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………
b) Any other new play material related to Teaching-Learning, you have made-name them
1) …………………………………………………………………………………
2) …………………………………………………………………………………
3) …………………………………………………………………………………
4) ……………………………………………………………………………
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1.4 Do you have children with special needs in your classroom?

Yes/ No

a) If yes, do you use the same material for them

Yes/ No

Name them?
1) …………………………………………………………………………………
2) …………………………………………………………………………………
3) …………………………………………………………………………………
4) …………………………………………………………………………………

b) Have you adapted some materials based on their needs?

Yes/ No

………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………

1.5 Do you want to attend such training programme in future? If yes, provide the area which you
want to have discussion on?
1)………………………………………………………………………………….
2)………………………………………………………………………………….
3)……………………………………………………………………………………
3)…………………………………………………………………………………

1.6 A) How much salary you draw monthly?

B) Are you satisfied with the salary you got-monthly?
If not what should you expect?

.......................

Yes/No
........................

1.7 A) What is the salary of helper? (Cross check from record-----for the investigator)

II

Planning and Preparation:

2.1How do you organise a balance day plan:a) Time slots (mention the time period)……………………………………………
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b) Active vs. quiet play…………………………………………………………….
c) Indoor vs. outdoor activities……………………………………………………
d) Structured and free ………………………………………………………
e) Individual/small/ large group activities ……………………………………………

2.2 Do you discuss with your fellow teachers while planning a lesson?

Yes/ No

a) If yes, how do you go about it

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
2.3 How much time do you provide for free play?

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

2.4 Do you think that the labels on shelves, toys/ learning material, promote emergent literacy?
Yes/ No

If ‗yes‘, support your answer with examples?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………

III

Teaching Learning Material and Technology:

3.1 Do you have adequate technological support in your classroom?


Yes/No

If yes, how do you use

a) Smart board……………………………………………………………………….
b) LED T.V. …………………………………………………………………………
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c) LCD………………………………………………………………………………
d) Camera……………………………………………………………………………
e) Music System…………………………………………………………………….
f) Computer…………………………………………………………………………
g) Any other, please specify…………………………………………………………

3.2 Do you develop Teaching Learning Material for every concept/theme/domain? Yes/ No
3.3 (a) If yes, what type of


Dominoes……………………………………………………...



Puzzles………………………………………………………..



Flash Cards……………………………………………………



Story book…………………………………………………….

3.3 (b) If No, give reasons.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………..

3.4 Do you have adequate play material for every child?

Yes/ No

3.5 What types/ kinds of play material do you have in the classroom?
1…………………

2……………………

3……………………

4………………….

5……………………

6……………………

7………………….

8……………………

9……………………

10………………….

IV Classroom Management:
4.1 Describe the following in the context of your classroom activities in preschool
at your school (how you organise and manage these)
 Individual activity…………………………………………….
 Group activity…………………………………………………..
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 Interaction with children………………………………………
 Circle time ………………………………………………………………….
 Manage behaviour outburst ……………………………………………….

V

Interest Areas

5.1 What are defined interest areas you've in your classroom?
(i) ………………………(ii) ………………………
(iii)……………………… (iv) ……………………….
5.2 What do you observe children's play in these interest areas?

…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
5.3 How much time do children spend in interest areas?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………..

VI

Children‟s Observation, Assessment practices at Preschool

6.1 How often do you observe children‘s work/performance?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………..………………………

6.2 How do you record and maintain children‘s performance?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………..………………………

6.3 How do you communicate children‘s progress and performance with parents?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………..………………………

6.4 Any specific comments/suggestions in this area?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………….……………………….
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VII

Parents/ Family Involvement

7.1 Do you involve parents to participate in children's activities?

Yes/ No

If yes, how?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7.2 Do you inform parents about children's progress/activities?

Yes/ No

If yes, how?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7.3 Do you organize Parent- Teacher Meetings?

Yes/ No

a) If yes, How often? –give some details
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

b) How do you coordinate the Parent Teacher Meeting?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………
7.4 Do you inform parents about the theme-based monthly programme/curriculum and its
relationships to children's development?
Yes/No
8

If yes, how?
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

9

If no, give reasons?
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
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9.4 Do you interact informally with parents about the children's activities?

Yes/ No

If yes, how?
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………

VIII Overall Remarks
8.1 Any specific comments/suggestions for overall improvement of the preschool?

1.………………………………………………………………………………………
2…………………………………………………………………………………………3………………
…………………………………………………………………………4………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Signature of Interviewer………………………..
Name and Designation………………………..
Date………………………..
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TOOL-4
PTSA

Title of the programme: - Situational Analysis of DM Schools and Designing of
Model Preschool
Pre-school Teacher Self Assessment
This assessment is a part of your pre-school programme. This will provide
opportunities to participate in the programme self assessment and improvement
process. Kindly fill it, scan it and return it by mail.
Please return this survey by this date: 21/08/2017
Directions for using this checklist:
For each statement, choose ‗Yes‘ or ‗No‘ or ‗DK‘ (Don‘t Know). If the
statement does not applicable to your programme, choose ‗NA‘
(Not Applicable). Please choose only one response per statement.
I.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
k)
l)

Physical Environment and Maintain an Atmosphere for Early
Learning:-

I provide an attractive, warm and stimulating
environment
I provide interest/ activity areas with free choice (free
play) for children
I display the charts/theme board /children‘s work at
eye-level of children
I provide opportunities for outdoor play on daily basis
I arrange the work spaces for table activities in a small
group
I provide ‗circle time‘ on daily basis
I understand by what ‗circle time‘ actually mean?
I display the daily schedule of my programme with
pictures
I display the classroom rules with pictures
I use print/labels on my charts/display
I draw children‘s attention towards print
I use technology to support my programme

Yes
----

No
----

DK
----

NA
----

----

----

----

----

----

----

----

----

-------

-------

-------

-------

----------

----------

----------

----------

-------------

-------------

-------------

-------------
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II.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)

III.

Play and Learning Material:-

I develop ‗Teacher-made material‘ according to the
concepts and individual needs
I keep materials duly labeled and organised on low
shelves which are also labeled with pictures
I have sufficient material to suit the number of
children in the classroom
I have sufficient material for each concept /skill
I rotate/ change the materials in the interest areas often
I display material in an organized manner
I keep materials and furnishings clean and disinfected
I encourage children to keep back the materials at the
designated space after their play (though songs/
transnational activities)

Yes
----

No
----

DK
----

NA
----

----

----

----

----

----

----

----

----

----------------

----------------

----------------

----------------

Transactional Strategies :No
----

DK
----

NA
----

----------

----------

----------

----------

----------

----------

----

----

----

i)
j)

Yes
I plan a variety of age and developmentally appropriate ---activities
I develop a monthly, weekly and daily plan
---I get well prepared for daily activities
---I show patience and understanding while playing with ---children
I show genuine interest in children
---I collect materials in advance
---I organise small group, large group activities and has a ---balanced daily schedule
I observe and maintain records and files of each child in ---an orderly manner
I use appropriate and positive discipline
---I interact appropriately with children at all times
----

-------

-------

-------

k)

I am capable in using the following assessment tools :

----

----

----

----

I communicate with families about their child‘s ---assessment
I engage all my children in classroom activities
---I use appropriate transitions between activities
---I provide child-initiated activities
----

----

----

----

----------

----------

----------

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)




l)
m)
n)
o)

Checklists
Anecdotal
Individual child portfolio
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IV.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

V.
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

Parents/Families involvement:-

I involve parents/families in preschool programme
I conduct PTM every month
I celebrate Grand Parents Day
I send monthly programme letter announcing the
―Theme‖ to every family
I respect confidentially in all communications concerning
the children, staff and parents

Yes
-------------

No
-------------

DK
-------------

NA
-------------

----

----

----

----

Yes

No

DK

-------------------

-------------------

-------------------

Personal Evaluation :I maintain a positive and professional attitude toward
I foster cooperation among staff members
I am punctual for my work and meetings
I attend workshops/ meetings
I accept extra responsibility
I am cooperative

NA
-------------------
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ANNEXURE: B
Induction Training for Newly Recruited Pre-School Teachers of
RIEs and IIT Nursery School Teachers
(3 -7 July, 2017)

ANNEXURE-B (I)
Programme Schedule of Training Programme

ANNEXURE- B (II)
List of Participants for First Training

ANNEXURE-B (III)
List of Resource Persons for First Training
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Induction Training for Newly Recruited Pre-School Teachers of RIEs and
IIT Nursery School Teachers
(3-7 July, 2017)
BACKGROUND
In this context, the Department of Elementary Education had organized a five days Induction
Training Programme from 03-07 July, 2017 for newly recruited pre-schools teachers of all
RIEs (Mysuru, Bhopal, Ajmer, Bhubaneswar) and IIT nursery school in Room No. 421,
Conference Room, NCERT. This training programme helped the preschool teachers to know
and understand how to plan the preschool programme keeping in mind the young children‘s
age and development.
To ensure, the quality of ECE it is important to train the preschool teachers to provide
nurturing and stimulating environment for the children. There are so many preschools across
the world but teachers are not very much aware of how to provide ―Quality‖ early education
to the young children. They are not aware about what activities should be performed with the
children.
OBJECTIVES OF THE TRAINING PROGRAMME
•

To enable the preschool teachers understand, the significance of Early Childhood
Education.

•

To help teachers to know and implement child-centered activities for overall
development of young children in their preschool classrooms.

•

To discuss about the brain research and significance of early years.

•

To help build the understanding of the preschool teacher‘s role and
responsibilities in the preschool centre.

•

To enable teachers to plan appropriate age and developmentally programme.

•

To guide the preschool teachers in setting up a creative learning environment with
interest areas.

•

To enhance the teachers understanding in early classroom observation and
assessment.

METHODOLOGY
•

Theory sessions with lots of emphasis on Practical Activities

•

Large and small group discussions

•

Role play in simulated situations

•

Material preparation
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A session-wise brief report is as follow:
Day – I Monday (3 July, 2017)
INAUGURAL SESSION
On the first day of training programme, all the participants from RIEs and IIT Nursery school
assembled in Room no .421 by 9:30 am. Prof. Anup Kumar Rajput, Head of DEE welcomed
the Director, NCERT, Prof. Kaul- the speaker for the inaugural session and the participants.
After the welcome address, Dr. Romila Soni (Coordinator) spoke briefly about the 5 days
training programme and its agenda.
Then, Prof. Venita Kaul the speaker for the inaugural session talked about the ―Quality ECEright of every child‖. She emphasized on the result of various researches of early childhood
education and also discussed about the ways to improve the situation of preschools.
Prof. Kaul referred specifically to the recent research on elasticity of brain also gives much
scope for mental development in the early years and therefore early education can play a
critical role during this important developmental period.
After the speech by Prof. Venita Kaul, Prof. H.K. Senapaty gave his concluding remarks.
Prof. Senapaty added that in preschool education period, children are young and it is very
important for every teacher to understand each child‘s learning style. He showed his keen
interest in developed the present preschool as a model preschool for the country. He talked
about the need and importance of quality preschool education. He added that child how
participate in ECE develop competencies in healthy eating and wellness habit and in holistic
development. The vote of thanks was given by Prof. Sandhya Sangai, DEE for the inaugural
session. After the formal vote of thanks, participants and guest assembled for a 15 minutes
tea break.
MORNING SESSION-1
WARMING UP ACTIVITIES
After the inaugural session, main part of the training programme started. The session was
started by Ms. Jyoti Kant Prasad, Headmistress, Lab School of NCERT. She demonstrated
and did lots of warming up activities which involved introductory games. She also
demonstrated Circle Time Activities which enabled the participants to understand how to
organize and what should be the content of circle time that helped the participants to know
each other better.
After this playful introductory session, all the participants become free with the speaker and
more confident to communicate better. The session was quite active and established rapport
between the trainees and trainers.
MORNING SESSION-2
BRAIN RESEARCH IN EARLY YEARS
The second session on ―Brain Research and Significance of early years‖ conducted by
Dr. Romila Soni. The objective of the session was what the neuroscientists are emphasizing
about in early years.
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Dr. Romila Soni presented on the significance of ECE as well as different Stages of brain
development in a child during early years. Addressing the trainees, Dr. Soni underlined what
ECCE envisages for holistic development of children. The trainees were informed that first
six years of life or early childhood years are the formative years, with well-marked sub-stages
like conception to birth, birth to three years and three to six years of age, having age-specific
needs. Growing scientific evidence points to the fact that there are critical stages in the
development of the brain during this period which influences the pathways of physical and
mental health and behavior throughout the life. Deficits during this stage of life have
substantive and cumulative adverse impacts on human development, thereby hampering the
holistic growth of a human being. It is in this context that the area of ECE becomes
significant.
MORNING SESSION-3
PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
The session was conducted by Dr. Romila Soni. She discussed the ECE programme schedule
and the activities for preschool education with the participants. She also emphasised on the
concept of school readiness and emergent literacy. She added how the readiness activity
should be weaved and part of the quality preschool programme. She emphasized and provides
information on the Pedagogy and Methodology. Attention was also paid on the scaffolding
concept.
One of the key components of quality ECE that was discussed in details by Dr. Romila Soni
was how to plan developmentally appropriate programme. The trainees were told that the
play-based programme is the most flexible approach because it can be easily adapted by
teachers for all age groups. Such a programme is child-centered, active and caters to
individual needs, interests and abilities of children. It is an integrated, interactive, balanced
and process-oriented programme which fulfills the development objectives. She introduced
the three and four hour preschool programme and discussed in detail how to make it a
balanced, flexible and play based keeping in mind the age and developmental level of young
children.
POST LUNCH SESSION-4
DISCUSSION ON COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT AND ACTIVITIES RELATED TO IT
The session was focused on


importance of cognitive development



sensory development



Cognitive skills and concept formation.

The theory session was conducted by Dr. Romila Soni where she explained about the
importance of cognitive development and related activities. Ms. Savitri Singh, an external
resource person demonstrated sensory development activities to the trainees. Later, she
divided participants in small groups and encouraged them to develop sensory development
activities. Ms. Singh also displayed TLM related to cognitive development. She showed how
to use the TLM with the young children. Then, participants were divided in groups to develop
sample TLM for the cognitive domain. At the end of the day, assignments were given to the
trainees on the above session.
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Day – II Tuesday (4 July, 2017)
MORNING SESSION-1
CREATIVE ART ACTIVITIES
On the second day of training programme, the session was conducted by Ms. Savitri Singh.
She discussed about the significance of creative art activities. This session was conducted in
small groups. She demonstrated some fine motor and writing readiness activities to the
trainees and later the participants developed lots of creative art activities.
The following art activities were enjoyed by the trainees:
•

Vegetable printing

•

Stencils printing, spray painting

•

Comb painting, gadget painting

•

Starch activity and finger painting

•

Sand painting

•

Tripod activities

•

Thread painting

Session was ended by making board game. Teachers were given the materials like paper
charts of animals, birds, vehicles, fruits and vegetables, chart board, colors, pencil, eraser and
glue to prepare sample TLM. This session ended at around 1:00 pm, after that the trainees
had lunch.

POST LUNCH SESSION
PREPARATION OF FUN TOYS AND PUPPETS
The afternoon session was started with the welcoming of the resource person Mr. Pramod
Sharma, CIET. He taught how to make paper fun toys and puppets to the trainees which can
be used as one of the very effective Teaching Learning Material in early classroom activities.
He demonstrated each and every step of puppet making to the trainees. All the participants
learn and simultaneously made. He also discussed the steps of making paper toys like car and
truck and all trainees attempted successfully to make them. At the end, Mr. Pramod also
taught ―Stick Puppet‖ like crow, peacock, parrot, butterfly and lady bug to the trainees. These
puppets move up and down through an attached thread.
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Day – III Wednesday (5 July, 2017)
MORNING SESSION-1

SIGNIFICANCE OF PHYICAL AND MOTOR DEVELOPMENT
On the third day of training programme, the feedback report of the previous day sessions was
read by one of the participant. The resource persons Ms. Madhavi Menon and Ms. Jyoti Kant
started the session on the ―significance of indoor/ outdoor play games‖. The resource person
talked about the muscle coordination and effectiveness of music and movement in gross and
fine motor development. She discussed some activities for gross motor skills such as
jumping, hopping, kicking, walking, climbing up and down the strains and crawling. After
that she introduced various games to the trainees and talked about the objective, process and
outcomes of the games/ activities.
The following gross motor games/activities were conducted for music and movement:
Music and Movement
After the very active and interesting music and movement session, another resource person
for the same session Ms. Jyoti Kant Prashad conducted the activities on fine motor
development.
Before conducting the practical activities in small groups, she talked about the objectives of
fine motor skills for preschools.
Objectives





Writing readiness
Eye and hand coordination development
Work in daily routine like wearing shirt, holding a brush, comb etc.
Cognitive development

The following activities for the development of fine motor skills have been demonstrated by
Ms. Jyoti Kant Prashad.















Folding the paper
Tearing the paper
Clay modeling
Painting and coloring by using crayon on large paper area
and getting complex by an enclosed figure
Pressing the seeds
Sorting the different size/ different colored beads
Paste the seeds in the enclosed figure
Play dough
Sand-art-to make any finger print
Blocks building
Solving puzzles (4 pieces,3 pieces,2 pieces)
Peeling the peas
Using tongs
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I.

Theater exercise

Objectives
•

To know each other

•

To feel comfortable among friends

•

To induce the working of all the sense organs

Process
•

Come to the middle and make circle

•

Walk in random direction

•

Look into the eyes of other

•

Look and smile to each other

•

Look , smile and shake hands with each other

•

Look, smile, shake hands and hug each other for a while

Outcomes
The child became familiar:-

II.

•

The sense of listening, connection are developed

•

Can be done in large and small group

•

Can be done with/without instrument

Rough and tumble games

Objectives
•

Balancing of the body

•

Synchronization with each other

•

Develop coordination

•

Familiar with the action exerting force.
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Process
•

Hold each other‘s hand from back and seeing left and right

•

Look at each other again and try to push and pull the other child

Outcomes
• The child developed a body balance to push and pull
• Developed coordination with each other which can help in other activities

III.

Rhythm development game

Objectives
•

Improve synchronization

•

Make movements

•

Improve the sense of rhythm

Process
•

Stand back to back and hold each other‘s hand and sing

Outcomes

•
•

IV.

Developed rhythm sensation
Developed synchronization and fine movements

Demons and Dwarfs Games

Objectives
•

To become familiar and develop communication among children

•

Development of large muscles
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Process
•

Divide the children in two equal groups

• Demons will rush to dwarves and try to bring them out of their place by saying –
fee-fee-fop-fop
• Secondly dwarves will rush to demons and try to bring them out of their place by
saying dhi-chik pi-chik

Outcomes
•

The child‘s dealing with other child increased

•

Large muscles developed through the act of stretching

V.

Rope game

Objectives
•

To enhance concentration

•

To enhance body balance and the sense of feeling

Process
•

Spread a rope on the floor in a straight line

•

Instruct the child to walk slowly on the rope without looking to it by keeping
hands at back

Outcomes
•

The child developed a feeling through his/her foot

•

The child developed the act of balancing the body

After practical session she discussed with the trainees about how to observe and assessed
children‘s play in activity area. She emphasized on the ways of observation. She told trainees
how to observe the child whether he/she facing difficulty in the game. Whether he/she holds,
listens, pronounce the words correctly or not. Whether the child involving herself/himself in
the activity. For assessing the child, she told trainees that there is a need of continuous and
comprehensive evaluation. Documentation for each child and their activity should be made.
Activities of laterality like knowing the difference between right and left can further help
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them to find directions. She discussed that special children should be helped by the teacher
through puppets, stories and music that can be helped in engaging the child in the activity.

POST LUNCH SESSION
MATERIAL PREPARATION
The post lunch session was conducted by Ms. Savitri Singh on the preparation of materials.
She demonstrated and taught lots of TLM essential for preschool learning. She guided
trainees how to prepare TLM for different domains of development. Trainees prepared TLM
for 3-4, 4-5 age group children.
Day – IV Thursday (6 July, 2017)
MORNING SESSION-1
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT
The induction training on fourth day i.e. 6th July, 2017 started at 9:15 am by Dr. Romila
Soni. She discussed about how to incorporate language and literacy into the daily schedule.
She discussed and gave lots of examples how to integrate literacy in some of the events of the
day such as arrival and attendance of the young children. Later one external resource person
Dr. Sunita Singh discussed the various ways of language and literacy development. She
started the discussion with the phonemic awareness. She told about the strategies for early
language and literacy development and also emphasised on the aims of language and literacy.
Then the practical session was conducted by Ms. Savitri Singh. She demonstrated the various
activities to enhance the listening skill, speaking skill, reading readiness and writing
readiness. After the demonstration, the trainees were asked to perform activities. This was the
end of very interesting and enriching first session of fourth day. After lunch break, second
session was started at 2:00 pm.
POST LUNCH SESSION-1
STORY-TELLING SESSION
After lunch, the storytelling session conducted by Ms. Savitri Singh. She talked about the
impotence of story-telling for preschoolers. She performed some stories for the trainees and
also discussed the methods of story-telling. She also involved the trainees in the role play of
story-telling. Teacher also used their puppets during the story-telling session.
POST LUNCH SESSION-2
PROGRAMME PLANNING FOR ECE
The session was conducted by Dr. Romila Soni and Ms. Savitri Singh. Dr. Romila Soni
explained in detail the age and developmentally appropriate theme based programme
planning for young children. Here, she emphasized on planning of lessons for different
themes and planning of curriculum for the current year.
They introduced a multitasking KIT for pre-primary children. The kit contains a pair of
puppets, picture reading posters, magnetic letters, folding bags, sound dominoes cards,
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matching cards, color seriation set and sequential set. All these were assembled together by
keeping in mind the overall development of children from age group 3to 5.
At the end of this day, Dr. Romila Soni (Coordinator) explained trainees about the theme
based and age appropriate programme planning and she also discussed about the phonics,
graphics, and phonological awareness, blending and segmenting. She also discussed the
significance of these aspects, that they are very important to inculcate the child at preprimary
level for the proper overall development to the trainees.
Day – V Friday (7 July, 2017)
MORNING SESSION-1
PROGRAMME PLANNING
On the last of training programme, the previous session on programme planning was
continued by Dr. Romila Soni (Coordinator) and Ms. Savirti Singh. After that, group work
was done by the trainees on the developing age and developmentally appropriate plans for
children. After this group work, the trainees had lunch.
POST LUNCH SESSION-1
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
After lunch, the session was started, which was chaired by Dr. Rajiv Ranjan. He briefly
introduced the resource person Ms. Sameera Sood and Ms. Jyoti Kant Prasad. After that, the
discussion on social- emotional development started by Ms. Sameera Sood and Ms. Jyoti
Kant Prasad. This session was focused on the habit formation, positive self-concept, pro
social behavior, behavioral problems and factors affecting social development. After this
session, tea break had been given.
POST LUNCH SESSION-2
OBSERVING AND ASSESSING CHILDREN
At 3:30 pm, the session was started, which was chaired by Prof. Kalpana Venugopal. She
briefly introduced the resource person Prof. Suniti Sanwal. After that the discussion on the
observations and assessment process started by Prof. Suniti Sanwal. The session had
deliberations on how the assessment needs to be made through an informal system and
continuous through observation. The resource person explained how observation serves a tool
for assessment and how the documentation of the observations made systematic and
continuous. Further the resource person explained the points that need to be considered while
doing assessment. The purpose and the method of observation process were also explained.
The recording of observations in the form of anecdotal notes, the collection of work done by
a child in the form of portfolios, the recording of the children activities in the ECE centers ,
list of learning outcomes being assessed through a check list were explained as a part of the
assessment process. Certain factors such as age, developmental factors, gender based
behaviors, respecting the difference in a child were discussed in the session to be considered
as essential factors while taking observation and assessment of the children.
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Exhibition and Valedictory:After lunch break, it was time for the exhibition of teaching learning material (TLM)
prepared by the participants and Valedictory Session. The participants expressed their
satisfaction with the programme. They thanked and expressed gratitude to the Director
NCERT, Dr. Romila Soni the Coordinator of the programme, Prof. Anup Rajput, Head of
DEE, resource persons, and all the faculty members of DEE involved in organising the
programme. It was really hearting to hear from participants. They thanked the Director and
the coordinator for organising such type of activity based training programmes and hoped to
attend more such training programmes in future also. They assured on their commitment
towards quality early childhood education.
CONCLUSION
First day of training session helped participants to understand about the importance of
Quality ECE. They came to know about the brain research in early years which helps them to
understand why child development—particularly from birth to six years—is a foundation for
a prosperous and sustainable society. They also understand about the cognitive and sensory
development and how to foster these developments in children through some activities.
The training sessions of second day helped trainees to learn some creative art activities which
help them to make their classroom learning effective and interesting. They also learned
puppet making in this session.
The training sessions of third day helped trainees to understand the importance of
indoor/outdoor play games in the children life. These sessions introduced the various
activities that trainees can perform with the children and help them to foster their overall
development. They came to know about the observation and assessment process in the
children‘s play and at last this sessions helped trainees to learn some material preparation like
picture board, seriation and sequential cards, sound dominoes and its objective.
The training session of day fourth helped trainee to understand the importance of language
and literacy development in children and ways to foster language and literacy skills. They
learn various activities to enhance the listening skill, speaking skill, reading readiness and
writing readiness in children. They also learned to make multitasking KIT for preprimary
children and came to know about the aspects of phonics, graphics, phonological awareness,
blending and segmenting.
The training section of fifth day helps trainees in making developmentally appropriate plans
for children. They understand about the social- emotional development in the children and
factors affecting social development. They also learned about observation and assessment
process in children.
RECOMMENDATIONS:





This training programme help to identify the special topics of common concern that should be
incorporated in ECE.
Teacher training programme create professional development opportunities that promote
teacher collaboration.
This will provide assistance to the teachers to apply learnt skills and strategies in the
classroom.
Will help to formulate plans and methods to upgrade the quality of ECE curriculum.
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ANNEXURE-B (I)

Programme Schedule of Training Programme

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
INDUCTION TRAINING FOR NEWLY RECRUITED PRE-SCHOOL
TEACHERS OF RIEs and IIT Nursery School Teachers
03-07 July, 2017
Room No.421, 4th Floor, G.B. Pant Block, DEE
NCERT, New Delhi
Day I
Programme
3 July,2017
9:00 am-10:00 am
 Registration
 Welcome
 About the Programme

Experts/Resource
Person

 Quality ECE – Every Child‟s Right
 Director‟s Remarks

Prof. Anup Rajput,
Head, DEE
Dr. Romila Soni,
Coordinator
Prof. Venita Kaul
Prof. H.K. Senapaty

 Vote of Thanks

11:00am-11:15am
11:15am-11:45am

 Brain Research in early years
 Domains of Development
Tea/Coffee Break
 Warming up Activities

11:45am-1:00pm



10:00 am-11:00am

Ms. Jyoti Kant
Prasad
programme Dr. Romila Soni

Introduction
to
schedule/daily schedule of activities for
PSE
 Daily
 Weekly
Lunch Break
Discussions on
Dr. Romila Soni
 Cognitive development and Related Ms. Savitri Singh
Activities

1:00pm-2:00pm
2:05pm-5:00pm

(Tea Break
between)

Dr. Romila Soni

in-

 Sensory Development Activities
 Cognitive Skills
 Concepts
 Major consideration in conducting
activities in cognitive development
 Suggested TLM
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Day II
4 July,2017

Programme

10:00 am-1:00 pm



Tea
break
between
1:00pm-2:00pm

Creative Art activities (significance)
Ms. Savitri Singh
 Type of creative art activities for children
( including all fine motor activities and
writing readiness activities)
in 11:00-11:15 am

2:00 pm-5:00pm

Lunch Break
Preparation of Fun Toys and Puppets

Day III
5 July,2017

Programme

10:00 am-1:00 pm



1:00pm-2:00pm
2:05pm-5:00pm

Experts/Resource
Person

Mr.
Pramod
Sharma, CIET
Experts/Resource
Person

Significance of indoor/outdoor play
games (with reference to large muscle Ms. Madhavi Menon
and fine muscle coordination) ; Music Jyoti kant Prashad
and Movement
 Organisation of the play activities and
major considerations
 Observing and Assessing children‘s
play in activity areas
Lunch Break
Material Preparation and Assignment
Ms. Savitri Singh

Ms Jyoti Kant
Day IV
6 July,2017

Experts/Resource
Person

Programme

10:00 am-1:00 pm Language and Literacy Development Dr. Sunita Singh
(Tea Break in and Activities related to----Dr. Romila Soni
between)
Ms. Savitri Singh
 Listening skill

 Speaking skill
 Reading Readiness
 Writing Readiness
TLM related to Language
Literacy

and

1:00pm-2:00pm

Lunch Break

2:05pm-3:30pm

Story-telling and
Methods of Story- telling

3:30pm-5:30pm

Programme Planning (Theme Based and Dr. Romila Soni
Age / Developmentally appropriate)

Savitri Singh
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Day V
7 July, 2017

Programme

10:00 am-11:00am

Programme Planning (Continue )

Experts/Resource
Person

Dr. Romila Soni and
Ms. Savitri Singh
11:00am-1:00pm
Group work (Developing Age and Dr. Romila Soni and
(Tea
Break
in Developmentally appropriate Plans for Ms. Savitri Singh
between)

children)

1:00pm-2:00pm
2:05pm-3:35pm

3:15pm-3:30pm

Lunch Break
Social-Emotional Development
( focus Ms. Sameera Sood
on the following points)
Jyoti Kant Prasad
 Habit Formation
 Positive self concept
 Pro Social Behaviour
 Behavioural problems
 Factors affecting social development
Tea Break

3:30pm-4:30pm

Observing and Assessing Children

4:30pm onwards

Valedictory

Prof. Suniti Sanwal
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ANNEXURE- B (II)

List of Participants for First Training (3-7 July, 2017)
1.

RIE, Ajmer

1. Ms. Preeti Kumari
2. Ms. Priyanka

2.

RIE, Bhopal

3.

RIE, Bhubaneswar

4.

RIE, Mysuru

5.

IIT Nursery School

1. Ms. Ajita Sharma
2. Ms. Neha Mehak Khan
3. Ms. Shweta Saha
1. Ms. Laxmipriya Ojha
2. Ms. Truptimayee Kar
1. Ms. Sangeetha B.
2. Ms. Shreedevi K.
1. Ms. Sunayana Mittal
2. Ms. Priyanka Tomar
3. Ms. Bimla Pawar
4. Ms. Reena Rani
5. Ms. Swati Yadav
6. Ms. Mamta Yadav
7. Ms. Poonam

ANNEXURE-B (III)

List of Resource Persons for First Training (3-7 July, 2017)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Prof. Venita Kaul
Ms. Jyoti Kant Prasad
Ms. Savitri Singh
Ms. Madhavi Menon
Ms. Sameera Sood
Dr. Sunita Singh
Mr. Pramod Sharma
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ANNEXURE: C
Brief Report of Training cum Workshop on Teaching Learning Material (TLM)
(5-7 March, 2018)

ANNEXURE: C (I)
Programme schedule of Training cum Workshop (5-7 March,2018)
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Brief Report of Second Training cum Workshop on Teaching Learning Material
(5-7 March, 2018)
Three days training cum workshop (5-7 march, 2018) was organised for enhancing the
knowledge of teacher on preparation of TLM for all domains of development. The venue was
2nd floor conference room, G.B Pant Block, NCERT. The ECE coordinators of all RIEs also
participated in the workshop for the development of TLM. The demonstration on use of ECE
kit material was also done. The materials developed was appreciated and found very useful
by the all the teachers.
The following is the list of TLM which was prepared by teachers:TLM for 3+ to 4+ Years old
1.

Visual Discrimination Cards

TLM for 4+ to 5+ Years old
1.

a) Shapes-4
b) Colours-4
c) Pictures-4

Visual Discrimination Cards
a) Letters (English) -4
b) Numbers -4
c) व्
यजंन -4

2.

Picture Dominos (28)
(Animal to Animal)
(Transport to Transport )

2.

a) Picture –letter Dominos (28)
b) Picture Word Dominos
(Mention the beneath word)
Both English and Hindi

3.

Rhyming Cards
(Only with pictures)

3.

Rhyming cards with pictures and words
written beneath the picture such as fish
and dish; men and pen

Such as star and car; rat and
mat; 10 and then, make 10 such
rhyming cards with pictures

4.

Object
domino
depicting 4.
quantity with pictures such as 5
birds matching with 5 balls
( only with pictures or drawing)

Number object domino (1-20)

5.

Colour self- corrective puzzle 5.
(red, yellow, green , blue ,black
and white)

6.

Phonic picture board (English) 6.
(Only for sound discrimination
)

Phonic picture board (Hindi) use both
sides of the mount board for all the व्
यजंन
(Vyanjan) (with pictures and Vyanjan)
Phonic picture board (English) use both
pictures and letters (cover all the letters of
the alphabet----------- write both upper
case and lower case letter)
Match upper case to lower case letters

7.

a) Shape Dominoes (28)

7.
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b) Colour Dominoes (28)

using string
See fig. below:
Size :

A

o

a

c

d

P

8.

Visual Coordination (Matching)
8 strips

8.

10.

Colour Self- Corrective Cards 9.
for Matching

Reasoning Cards (10)

10.

D

Word wall words

Decodable
Words

9.

Q

Tricky words

Colour seriation cards up to 4 level
1. Blue…………..to lightest
2. Green …………..to lightest
3. Yellow …………..to lightest
4. Pink…………..to lightest
Match Number to Object /Dots (1-10)
Size
4

11.
12.
13.

Picture Reading Cards
Sequential Thinking Cards
Hindi pictures Letter Matching

11.
12.
13.

Story Cards (4 level)
Picture Reading Cards
Sequential Thinking Cards
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14.

Puzzle (2 piece) with Hindi ( 2 14.
letter words)

Puzzle (3 piece) with Hindi ( 2 letter
words)

The teachers were also oriented on the use of each of the above mentioned TLM in the
simulated/ role play situations. Apart from the ECE faculty and two fellows an external
resource person Mrs. Savitri Singh took the sessions for development of teacher made
materials. The development of TLM was done in small groups where each one of IIT Nursery
school teacher guided the teachers of RIE in development of TLM. The developed TLM was
meant for 3+ to 5+ old children. This 3 days workshop cum training on the development of
teaching learning material also included the development of checklist for availability and
usage of TLM to use by in charge / ECE coordinators/ HMs. The draft of monitoring
proforma for observation of preschool activities was also developed by the ECE faculty of
DEE and ECE coordinators of RIEs. The methodological of workshop was whole group
activity / small group work / pair work followed by discussion.

Second training on development of TLM held at DEE, NCERT, New Delhi
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ANNEXURE-C (I)

Programme schedule of Training cum Workshop
Situational Analysis of DM Schools and designing of a model preschool
(PAC 1.02) (2018-19)
Workshop-cum-training of preschool teachers of preschools of DM Schools of RIE‟s
and IIT Nursery School
On
„Development of Teaching-Learning material‟
(5–7 March, 2018)
Venue: -II Floor, Conference Room, DAA, G. B. Pant Block.
Time: - 9:30 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Date & Time

Content/Topic

[DAY-I]

 Welcome

05.03.18

 Introductory activity

9:30 A.M. – 11:00
A.M.

 Significance of TLM in

Expert/RP
Dr. Romila Soni

Training Method
- Whole group activity
- Discussion

EYE/ECE programme.
11:00A.M. – 11:15A.M. – Tea/Coffee Break

11:15 A.M. – 4:00
P.M.

 Preparation of Age and Dr. Romila Soni
Developmentally

Group Activity

Mrs. S. Singh

Appropriate TLM/PLM. Ms.

Jyoti

Kant

(3+ to 4+ and 4+ to 5+ yr Prasad
old children)
 For language and early
literacy.
 Visual Coordination.
 Visual discrimination.
 Auditory
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Date & Time

Content/Topic

Expert/RP

Training Method

discrimination.
 Visual-Auditory
Association
 Letter perception
1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. – Lunch Break
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.

 Use of language TLM in Dr. Romila Soni
simulated environment Mrs. S. Singh
(Role Play)
 Assignment

Small Group Work

[DAY-II]

 Preparation of TLM/PLM Mrs. Savitri Singh

Small Group and Pair

06.03.18

related to number

Ms. Jyoti Kant

9:30A.M.–1:00
P.M.

readiness and early

Prasad

work

maths.
1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. – Lunch Break

2:00 – 4:00 P.M.

 Completion of TLM

Mrs. Savitri Singh

related to number

Ms. Jyoti Kant

readiness and early

Prasad

Small group work

maths.
4:00 – 5:00 P.M.

 Use of early maths
material in simulated

Mrs. S. Singh and

Small group work

ECE faculty

environment (Role Play)
[DAY-III]

 Preparation of TLM/PLM Mrs. Savitri Singh

07.03.18

specifically for 3+ to 4+

Ms. Jyoti Kant

9:30 A.M.– 1:00
P.M.

years old children

Prasad

Small group work

(For colour concept,
shape concept, picture
dominoes, senses related,
what is missing)
1:00 P.M. – 2:00 P.M. – Lunch Break

2:15 – 3:15 P.M.

 Development of checklist
for availability and usage

ECE faculty of

Discussion and pair

DEE and RIE

work

of Teaching – learning
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Date & Time

Content/Topic

Expert/RP

Training Method

material for ECE
coordinators.

3:15 P.M.– 3:30 P.M. – Tea Break
3:30 – 5:00 P.M.

 Development of
monitoring proforma for

ECE faculty of

Discussion and pair

DEE and RIE

work

observation of preschool
activities.
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ANNEXURE: D
ANNEXURE-D (I)
List of Teachers from RIEs and IIT Nursery School

ANNEXURE-D (II)
List of RIEs ECE Coordinators

ANNEXURE-D (III)
List of Head Master/ Head Mistress of RIEs/ IIT Nursery School
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ANNEXURE D (I)
List of Teachers from RIEs and IIT Nursery School
S.No

Preschool

Name of Teachers

1.

RIE, Ajmer

1. Ms. Preeti Kumari
2. Ms. Priyanka
3. Ms. Vandana

2.

RIE, Bhopal

1. Ms. Ajita Sharma
2. Ms. Neha Mehak Khan
3. Ms. Shweta Saha

3.

RIE, Bhubaneswar

1. Ms. Laxmipriya Ojha
2. Ms. Truptimayee Kar

4.

RIE, Mysuru

1. Ms. Sangeetha B.
2. Ms. Shreedevi K.

5.

IIT Nursery School

1.Ms.
Jyotikant
Prasad
(H.M.)
2. Ms. Sunayana Mittal
3. Ms. Priyanka Tomar
4. Ms. Bimla Pawar
5. Ms. Reena Rani
6. Ms. Swati Yadav
7. Ms. Mamta Yadav
8. Ms. Poonam
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ANNEXURE D (II)
List of RIEs ECE Coordinators
S.No

Name of ECE Coordinator

Preschool

1.

Dr. Rajeev Ranjan

RIE, Ajmer

2.

Dr. N. C. Ojha

RIE, Bhopal

3.

Dr. Laxmidhar Behara

RIE, Bhubaneswar

4.

Prof. Kalpana Venugopal

RIE, Mysuru

ANNEXURE D (III)

Listof Head Master/ Head Mistress of RIEs / IIT Nursery School

S.No

Name of Head Master/ Head Preschool
Mistress

1.

Mr.Digvijay Narayan Pandey

RIE, Ajmer

2.

Mr.Harish Prashad

RIE, Bhopal

3.

Mr.Akhileshwar Mishra

RIE, Bhubaneswar

4.

Dr. Hanumanthaiah. T

RIE, Mysuru

5.

Ms.Jyoti Kant Prasad

IIT, Nursery School
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ANNEXURE E
Brief reports on RIE Pre-primary Schools and IIT Nursery School
ANNEXURE E (I)
A Brief Report on visit to Pre-Primary section of RIE, Ajmer
(23-08-2017 to 25-08-2017)

ANNEXURE E (II)
A Brief Report on visit to RIE, Preschool, Bhopal
(4-10-2017 to 7-10-2017)

ANNEXURE E (III)
A Brief Report on visit to Pre-Primary section of RIE,
Bhubaneswar
(22-10-2017 to 24-10-2017)
ANNEXURE E (IV)
A Brief Report on visit to RIE, Preschool, Mysuru
(5-09-2017 to 7-09-2017)

ANNEXURE E (V)
A Brief Report on visit to IIT, Nursery school
(20-09-2017 to 22-09-2017)
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Brief reports on RIE Pre-primary Schools and IIT Nursery School
ANNEXURE E (I)

A Brief Report on visit to Pre-Primary section of RIE, Ajmer
(23-08-2017 to 25-08-2017)
The DEE has undertaken a PAC approved project titled “Situational Analysis of DM
Schools and Designing a Model Pre-School”. In this context the coordinator (Dr. Romila
Soni) visited the RIE, Ajmer to observe the functioning of Pre-primary School and guide
accordingly.
A meeting was held at Pre-Primary School, RIE Ajmer regarding the quality improvement
and functioning of preschool programme. It was heartening to see that the indoor space
allocated for preschool was adequate. The pre-primary of RIE Ajmer is known by the name
‘Muskurata Bachpan’. This was opened in the year 2009.It has one year of pre-school i.e.
from 4-5 yr old children and it has got two sections (Pre-primary section A and Section
B).There are total four rooms allotted to pre-primary which is very much a part of primary
demonstration model school. The teacher pupil ratio is more than an ideal in both the
sections: Pre-primary section A :- 2 : 17
 Pre-Primary section B :- 2 : 17
The total numbers of pre-school teachers were: 2 Pre-school Teachers (Both trained in ECE)
 2 Helper Teachers (One trained & one untrained)

The Following members were present in the meeting:i) Dr.Romila Soni, Coordinator of the PAC approved Programme titled Situational
Analysis of DM Schools and Designing a Model Pre-School, Department of
Elementary Education, NCERT, New Delhi
ii) Dr.Rajiv Ranjan(Coordinator, Muskurata Bachpan- PAC -15.11),
iii) Sri Abhishek Bharadwaj (In-charge, Primary Section),
iv) Priyanka Singh (Pre-school teacher)
v) Preeti Kumari (Pre-school teacher)
vi) Jasvinder Kaur(Pre-school Assistant teacher)
vii) Vandana Kumari (Pre-school Assistant teacher)
(Dr. Indu Sharma could not attend the meeting. The discussions led to following action
points which need immediate attention of the Principal RIE, Ajmer.

The following points/observations were discussed during the visit Action point without financial implication
1. Indoor and outdoor classroom environment should be designed as per age and
development the needs of the young children.
2. Bulletin Boards should be at the eye level of the children.
3. PTM should be organized every month (i.e. on the last Saturday of each month)
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4. Interest areas are to be developed and maintained in the Activity Room. In this regard,
Dr. Romila Soni has already guided the preschool teachers and it is initiated in her 3
days visit.
5. Visit of IIT nursery school is to be arranged for concerned during the training
conducted at DEE, NCERT. Pre-school, ECE Coordinators, staff and C&W staff.
6. Copy of theme plans (from October- March, 2017) is already given to Pre-school
Teachers, Primary in-charge and Coordinator.
7. There has to be a storage space for Teacher resource material.
8. All play learning material must be kept on the low shelves) at least two-three open
shelves duly labeled with print and pictures).
9. All the places where pigeons can sit should be covered by grill so that the place may
remain free from excreta of pigeons because every day pigeon's excreta is found at
various places affecting the hygiene of the school badly.
10. One maid/helper is required for Pre-Primary Section.
11. Concerned C& W person need to be appointed to furnish preschool classroom
furniture (Child-friendly).
12. Periphery of the Primary school building should be cleaned properly so that it may
remain free from dirt and harmful animals/insects.
13. C&W staff with teachers may visit to IIT nursery school or any other model school to
develop model ECE centre.
14. The outdoor play area has mostly the damaged play equipments which requires
immediate attention.
15. The outdoor play area for preschools must be age appropriate and separate from the
primary school.
 Action points for C & W
1. Child friendly hooks should be installed to hang the water bottles at the eye level of
children.
2. Or a glass stand (photos available with Dr. Rajiv Ranjan) is to be constructed and
installed to keep water bottles of children.
3. Linoleum / vitrified tiles are to be furnished in each of the classrooms and other
rooms such as Activity Room, Rest and Lunch Room.
4. Small hooks on the ceilings are to be furnished to use display from ceiling.
5. At least two wall Fans at the entrance of the D.M. School to create a Parents waiting
area.
6. Theme based board is to be displayed at the eye level of the children.
7. One garbage pit is to be constructed near the primary section.
8. Area near the staircase should be separated by a gate so that sanitation can be ensured
because this area is occupied by pigeons making it extremely unhygienic for children.
9. All the windows of the building should be covered with net /mesh so no harmful
animals may enter the building.
10. Water coolers should be packed when not in use so that it may remain free from dirt
and pigeons.
11. Walls of classroom and outside of class room require paint/ white wash during the
vacation break.
12. Half green and half white board need to be created below classroom blackboard for
children to enhance emergent literacy in young children.
13. Doll house need to be constructed.
14. Shoe racks are required outside the classroom.
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15. Every child is to be provided with personal locker. Cubbies/personal lockers are
required for every child at their eye level. In this regard 40 lockers should be
constructed.
16. Construction of open shelves is required for storage of play material of child.
17. One notice board should be displayed near the waiting area of the parents.
18. There should be fencing around the outdoor play area.
19. The sand play area need to be constructive in the outdoor play area.
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ANNEXURE E (II)
A Brief Report on Visit to RIE, Preschool, Bhopal
(4-10-2017 to 7-10-2017)
The DEE has undertaken a PAC-1.02 approved project titled ―Situational Analysis of DM
Schools and Designing a Model Pre-School‖. In this context Dr. Romila Soni (Coordinator)
with two Project Fellows visited RIE, Bhopal from 3-10-2017 to 7-10-17 (three days), to
observe the functioning of preschool and to guide the teachers of the preschool and helpers
accordingly.
About RIE, Bhopal Preschool
Earlier, RIE, Bhopal preschool had only one classroom for age group 4+ and was running in
the DMs school.
The preschool, RIE, Bhopal was opened in the year 2011. At present it consist of two years of
Preschool i.e. for 3+ and for 4+ years old children. It has got two classrooms PS-I and PS-II.
There are total three rooms allotted to preschool (one classroom for PS-I, one classroom for
PS-II and one common activity room for both the classes) with three attached toilets (two for
children and one for staff members/helpers).
The teacher- pupil ratio in the preschool is:
 PS-I class- 1:27
 PS-II class- 1:25
The total numbers of pre-school teachers are:
 Three pre-school teachers
 Two helpers
Observations:Outdoor Play Space: There was no proper outdoor play space for the children, rather it was all cemented
floor outside where children were playing and doing outdoor activities.
 There was a small drain outside the school where children play. (This could be
dangerous for the children as it was opened and uncovered).
 The outdoor play materials were not adequate for the children and also not very
clean.
Indoor Space: The indoor space (one room was small) was adequate for the children to move freely
and explore.
 Indoor space was properly ventilated and natural light was coming through windows.
 There was separate space (shelves) provided to each child for keeping their bags and
bottles. Each shelf was labeled with child‘s name along with his/her photograph and
with one animal picture.
 Classrooms were divided into two/three different interest areas for example in PS-I
class there were science area and dolls area. In PS-II class there were manipulative
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area (alphabet puzzles, number concept, colours and shapes and building block etc.),
dramatic area, art area etc.
All the play materials were well organized and stored on low and open shelves,
through which it was easily accessible to every child.
Furniture of the classrooms was flexible, which can easily arrange according to the
activity.
There was a beautiful doll house at the entrance of the school, but was too big in size
and not appropriate for young children.
There was a small stage at the entrance for all the children to showcase their talent.

Health and Hygiene: Although all the premises were very clean, but hygiene need to be take care in terms
of toilet usage.
 Children were using the toilet in socks.
 Dettol hand wash liquid was there in the toilets, but not all the children were washing
their hands with the Dettol liquid.
 No towel was there in the toilet for wiping the hands.
 There was no proper supervision during nutrition or lunch time.
 There was no sufficient nap/rest time given to the children.
Classroom and Teacher Learning Materials: Some of the labels in the classroom were written in the upper case and cursive
writing.
 All the themes were displayed in the classrooms, which was causing confusion to the
visitor regarding the ongoing theme for example transport theme was going but there
were family, animal and our helper theme were also displayed.
 Some display materials were not at the children's eye level.
 The flashcards of the ongoing theme (transport) used by the teachers during circle
time was not in appropriate size.
 Role of helpers were not well defined in the classrooms.
 Children have good command over their language.
 Parent‘s notice board was there at the entrance of the school, but no notice was
displayed on the board.
 Portfolios of each child were maintained by the teacher which only consist a checklist.
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Suggestions and Recommendations for RIE Bhopal:















Need to construct a proper outdoor play area along with sand pit and adequate
play materials for the children.
Crayons which children were using could be kept in a small bowl/box so that
every child will have its easy access during the activity. Keep crayons in a bowl
so that it is easy accessible to each child, rather than children carrying colors in
their hands.
Doll house was too big it needs to be small with appropriate dolls and accessories.
Helpers need to be guided or oriented by the teachers.
Supervision need to be there during lunch time.
Excess of display materials need to be removed from the classrooms, as it was
creating confusion regarding the ongoing theme.
All the displays should be at children‘s eye level.
Proper toilet training should be given to the children.
Children‘s work should be there in the portfolios.
Use of cursive writing in the classroom should be stopped.
The labels should be written in the proper format as written in the newspaper and
magazine (sentence approach).
All the TLM that teacher were using with children (for example flash cards),
should be appropriate in size so that it is easily visible to each child.
Proper nap/rest time should be given to the children.
Need to develop a library / literacy area in the preschool for the children to
promote literacy rich environment with graded story books, information books.
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ANNEXURE E (III)

A Brief Report on visit to Pre-Primary section of RIE, Bhubaneswar
(22-10-2017 to 24-10-2017)
The DEE has undertaken a PAC approved project titled ―Situational Analysis of DM Schools
and Designing a Model Pre-School‖. In this context the coordinator visited the RIE,
Bhubaneswar to observe the functioning of preschool and guide accordingly. This was
opened in the year 2011.It has one year of pre-school i.e. for 4-5 yr old children and it has got
only one section/ classroom. There is only one classroom allotted to pre-primary along with
the attached toilet (not child friendly) which is very much a part of the primary
Demonstration Model School. The teacher pupil ratio is 2:20 and one helper. Both the
preschool teachers are trained in ECE.
The following were the observations during the visit which requires action for improvement
in quality of preschool:1. There has to be specific space allotted for display of children‘s work, materials,
themes etc; theme based board is to be displayed at the eye level of the children
2. The outdoor play area for preschools must be age appropriate and separate from the
primary school
3. All play learning material must be kept on the low shelves) at least two-three open
shelves duly labeled with print and pictures).
4. There has to be a storage space for Teacher resource material
5. PTM should be organized every month (i.e. on the last Saturday of each month)
6. Indoor and outdoor classroom environment should be designed as per age and
development the needs of the young children.
7. Bulletin Boards should be at the eye level of the children.
8. Child friendly hooks should be installed to hang the water bottles at the eye level of
children.
9. Half green and half white board need to be created below classroom blackboard for
children to enhance emergent literacy in young children.
10. Doll house need to be constructed to promote social-emotional development.
11. Shoe racks are required outside the classroom
12. Separate toilets for both girls and boys must be constructed.
13. The indoor space was not well designed and organized ; it has got huge big table for
teachers and 4-5 big plastic chairs (occupying most of the space; and with the big
long, low chowki which is of no use for 4-5 years old children.
14. The classroom do not have any ‗Activity/ Interest Area‘ for children‘s free play
15. Whatever minimal material is available was stored in closed almirah which was not
easy accessible to every child.
16. There was no notice board for the parents
17. No portfolios for children work were maintained.
Suggestions and Recommendations for RIE Bhubaneswar: There need to be two year of Pre-primary school i.e. for 3+ to 4+ and 4+ to 5+ years old
children
 There must be two separate rooms for both the age groups with appropriate play material and
interest areas.
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ANNEXURE E (IV)

A Brief Report on Visit to RIE, Preschool, Mysuru
(5-09-2017 to 7-09-2017)
Under the PAC approved project PAC-1.02 titled Situational Analysis of DM Schools and
Designing of Model preschool, a visit of three days from September 5-7, 2017 to RIE
preschool, Mysuru. Dr. Romila Soni (Coordinator) with two Project Fellows visited RIE,
Mysore preschool. On day first, Prof. Kalpana Venugopal, ECE coordinator of RIE, Mysuru
briefly introduced about the preschool and its present functioning.
About RIE, Mysuru Pre-primary School
The preschool of RIE, Mysuru was opened in the year 2011. It has two years of preschool i.e.
for 3-4 years old and for 4-5 years old children. It has got two classes UKG and LKG. There
are total three rooms (two small classrooms for LKG and one classroom for UKG) with two
attached toilets.
The teacher- pupil ratio was:LKG class- 1:25
UKG class- 1:25
The total numbers of pre-school staff were:Two Pre-School teachers
Two helpers
Presently, the pre-school runs in the campus quarters. The new building of the pre-school is
under construction. The school will be shifting to new building in the year 2018.
Observations of Pre-primary which presently runs in campus quarters :Indoor Play space: The indoor space was not adequate for the children to move freely and explore.
 There was a common toilet for both girls and boys.
 There was attendance chart which was filled by students themselves regularly.
 There were small almirahs for storage in both the classrooms.
 In UKG class the furniture for the children were arranged in the cluster form.
 As the space is not sufficient in LKG class, the furniture was arranged in the rows.
 The snack/lunch space was separated for both the classes (for UKG- Passage
attached with the UKG classrooms, LKG- Activity room).
 The interaction/communication in the classroom was in home language as well as in
English and Hindi.
 The students have very good command over their language.
 Parent's participation was very evident in this preschool for e.g. birthday celebrations
and during PTM.
 There was no separate space provision for keeping the bags and bottles of the
children.
 Teacher- children interaction was very much active because children were very
curious to share everything with the teacher.
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Classrooms were found very cheerful and inviting.

Outdoor Play spaces (At the backyard to the quarter)
 The outdoor space was green and spacious.
 The outdoor space area was adequate for the children to move freely and explore.
 In outdoor space there were trees (jackfruit, cheeku, guava, mango and all) children
were talking about the trees and able to identify the trees.
 The outdoor play materials were not adequate for the children.
 Outdoor play area was clean but grass in the front was grown much taller which
required trimming.
Classroom and Teacher Learning Materials: The classrooms were overcrowded with too much display on the walls.
 Display was not at the children's eye level.
 The TLM which children were using, some of them was not safe for e.g. the edge of
pyramid was pointed which is not safe from such young children.
 There was one store room all the TLM was kept, but it was on the low open shelves,
easily accessible for young children.
 The TLM for the current theme was their but not up to the eye-level of children.
 The alphabet was written in the cursive writing which is not appropriate for the preschool children.
 Multiplication table of two was displayed in both the classes which was not
appropriate for young children at this stage.
 There were white boards in the classrooms and teachers were using it regularly.
 Children of both classrooms were very energetic and active in their classroom
activities.
Health and Hygiene: Hygiene need to be take care in terms of Toilet usage.
 There was a need to provide proper hand washing facility and supervision. Although
the dettol liquid hand wash was there, but neither helper was asking children to use it
not the children were washing their hands using the liquid soap. Children were not
washing their hands after using toilet.
 Children were not using pot for pee; they were peeing on the floor. It was little
disappointing to observe this because the whole premises was very clean.
Suggestions and Recommendations for RIE Mysuru:Excess of TLM can be removed from the classrooms as it was making classrooms congested.
TLM from the windows should be removed; windows need to be open for proper ventilation.
Separate toilet needs to be constructed for both girls and boys. It must be child-friendly.
Proper toilet training should be given to the children.
Ways of Assessment should be strengthen for e.g. preparation of teacher's dairy and child's
profile need to be maintained regularly.
Teachers need to be trained for handling special need children; there need to be provision of
developmentally appropriate learning resources and equipped that can be used for ALL
children.
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ANNEXURE E (V)
A Brief Report on IIT, Nursery school
(20-09-2017 to 22-09-2017)
Under the PAC approved project PAC-1.02 titled Situational Analysis of DM Schools and
Designing of Model preschool, a visit of three days from 20-09-2017 to 22-09-2017 (three
days)to IIT Nursery School ( lab school of DEE,NCERT).
IIT Nursery school was established in 1968. IIT Nursery school fulfills the preschool
educational need of children of age group 2 ½ to 5 years old children. It has got six classes
i.e. one classroom is for play group class, two classrooms is for nursery class and remaining
three classes is allotted to K.G class. The strength of children in each class is maximum 25.
This school provides preschool education in healthy and conducive environment and prepares
them for formal education.
The teacher –pupil ratio was: Play- group class -1: 20
 Nursery- 1:25
 K.G class- 1:25
The total numbers of pre-school staff were: Seven Pre-School teachers
 Six helpers
It has two major objectives:
1. To work as model/ lab school of NCERT so that the impact of research training and
developmental activities of pre-school education could be seen.
2. To provide quality pre-school education to the children of NCERT and IIT employs at
feasible rates.
Observations:Indoor Play space:1. The indoor space was adequate for the children to move freely and explore.
2. Indoor space was ventilated and sunlight was coming through windows.
3. Teacher- children interaction was very much active in the classrooms.
4. There were big shelves for storage the materials in every classroom.
5. The interaction/communication in the classroom was in English and Hindi.
6. There were adequate play materials for each child in each classroom.
7. There was a separate room for clay modeling.
8. There was a library room which was been used frequently.
9. Every festival is celebrated in the school where parents are also invited participate.
10. There was separate space provision for keeping the bags, bottles and shoes of the
children.
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Outdoor Play spaces
1. The outdoor play area was adequate for the children to move freely and explore
2. The school equipped with adequate outdoor play materials.
3. There was a big sand pit, however it requires proper maintenance.

Health and Hygiene:1. The premises were clean for the children.
2. Dettol hand wash liquid was there in the toilets and all the children were washing
their hands with the Dettol liquid.
3. Towel was there for wiping their hands.
4. Proper supervision was there during nutrition or lunch time.
5. Children were wearing apron during lunch and when they were doing clay modeling
activity.
6. Although all the premises was clean but some parts of outdoor area was not
appropriately taken care of.

Classroom and Teacher Learning Materials:1. Children‘s work was displayed in all the classrooms.
2. All the TLM were duly labeled with the print and the pictures.
3. The TLM was kept on the low open shelves which were easily accessible for the young
children to use.
4. All the classrooms having different interest areas, though no observation was recorded by
the teacher. However, the interest areas need to be modified and dividers can be used to
create well-defined activity areas.
5. Teachers were using Hindi language for communication with children along with some
English words.
6. Small group activities were simultaneously going with individual activity and pair work (
there was flexibility in choosing the activity according to the interest of the child in all the
classroom )
7. There were big steal almirahs (office racks) which is not meant for preschools.
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Suggestions and Recommendations for IIT Nursery School


Ways of Assessment should be strengthen for e.g. preparation of teacher's dairy
and child's profile need to be maintained regularly.



Cleanliness of outdoor surrounding should be taken care more.



Teachers need to take children to the library on the regular basis.



There has to properly displayed books in the library.



The mattresses in the classrooms were not found very comfortable.



There were no proper ‗Doll House‘ and on proper dolls.



There has to be low shelves/racks for easy accessibility of play material.



IIT Nursery school must work to create lively classrooms and design the rooms
according to the age of young children.



The outdoor play area should have grass area along with concrete path where the
children can ride their tricycles.



The entrance of the school also needs a makeover.



Teachers need to be trained to handle CWSW.
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ANNEXURE: F
Circular from RIE related to Pre-school
(Admission Notification -Mysuru)
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ANNEXURE: F

Circular from RIE related to Pre-school (Admission Notification -Mysuru)
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